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Preface 

When I was young I used to ask my grandfather, Joe Dorahy (son of Patrick), about 

our Dorahy forebears. Where did the Dorahys come from? Why was the name so 

unusual that no one could pronounce it or spell it correctly? He told me that our 

ancestors came from Ireland, that two Dorahy brothers came to Australia when they 

were very young, that these brothers married two sisters - and that he had no idea 

about the origins of our name! That was the sum total of his knowledge of our 

ancestry. I have spent the past 25 years researching my forebears, hoping to redress 

this lack of information.  

 

The Dorahy family were assisted immigrants from County Tyrone, Ireland, who 

arrived in Sydney in 1837 on the ship Adam Lodge. William and Ann Dorahy left 

Ireland with three young children: Catherine, Patrick and Hugh, but little Hugh died 

on the voyage. A baby, William, was born near Sydney, so three Dorahy children 

arrived with their parents in the fledgling colony of New South Wales. A further four 

children: Mary, Sarah, Michael and Bridget, were born in the Nepean district but only 

Bridget survived. This book is the story of this family, their background in Ireland and 

their life in NSW. It has been written to honour the 175
th

 anniversary of the arrival of 

the Dorahy ancestors. 

 

Part A of the following story is the result of my research into the history of the 

Dorahy family. Most of the research was done in archives and libraries in Ireland and 

NSW and on the internet. Some other information has been gleaned from other 

members of the extended Dorahy family. [This part of the book is a rewrite and 

update of the first chapters of my 2004 self-published, home-printed publication 

Acceptable to the Colony: A Dorahy Family History.] I have tried to put the family 

into historical and geographical context. There are many topics and relatives still to 

discover and I am sure that I have made some errors. I apologise for any omissions or 

mistakes - they are not intentional.  

 

Part B contains the mini-biographies of some Dorahys born by 1937, that is, the first 

100 years after arrival in NSW. I am grateful to the descendants of these Dorahy 

ancestors who have submitted their stories for inclusion and I acknowledge their 

valuable contribution.  

 

I would also like to express my gratitude to Michael Dorahy (Melbourne) for his part 

in the organisation of the 175
th

 anniversary reunion celebrations, to Joanne Lohrey for 

her compilation of the enormous Dorahy family tree, and to my ever-patient husband 

Jim who has become an ‘honorary Dorahy’ for the occasion.  

 

 

 

Helen Patterson 2012 

  



5 

 

The Dorahy family: 

The Irish origins and Australian 
descendants of William and Ann Dorahy 

 

 

 

 

 

Part A 

 

The early years in Ireland and Australia 

 

 

  



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dromore Catholic Cemetery, Tyrone, Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

  



7 

 

Introduction 

The Dorahy name 

The surname Dorahy is unique in that it would appear that all bearers of this name 

are descended from William Dorahy (who arrived in NSW from Ireland in 1837) and 

his sons Patrick and William. 

The spelling of the name  

The Dorahy family now in Australia can trace their ancestry to William and his father 

Hugh who resided in Dromore, County Tyrone, Ireland and whose names appear on 

that area’s 1834 Tithe Applotment Book
1
 as Dorohy.  

 

The Dorahy family came to NSW in 1837 on the Adam Lodge
2
 and in shipping 

records for this ship the spelling is Doroghy and Doraghy. Many years ago, before 

computerisation, the immigration arrival records held at the then NSW State Archives 

(now State Records NSW) were indexed on a card system. The transcriber/indexer 

interpreted the name on the passenger list of the Adam Lodge
3
 as being Deroghy 

instead of Doroghy - this is a misinterpretation of the writing; the name never was 

Deroghy, but it must be admitted that the writing was very indistinct and easily 

mistranscribed.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The first known recording of the name Dorahy is for the baptism of baby William 

Dorahy, on 22 July 1837, in the registers of St Patrick’s Catholic Parish at 

Parramatta.
4
 

  

In Australia the spelling is now Dorahy, but there is an occasional Dorahey, Dorehy, 

Doraey, Doraly, Dorohy, Dorhy and Dorah recorded in the indexes to NSW Births, 

Deaths and Marriage (BDM) Registers and in Parish and other registers. These were 

no doubt recorded by clerks who thought they heard the name pronounced that way or 

by transcribers and indexers who were unable to read the handwritten name clearly.  

 

The name or any of its variants no longer appear in Ireland. 

                                                 
1 For explanation of Tithe Applotment Books see Chapter 2 
2 For account of voyage of Adam Lodge see Chapter 3 
3 State Records NSW, Reel 2208 or COD 34 
4 NSW Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, pre 1856 Church Records, 1837/Vol.133/33 

Shipping arrival entry for William Doroghy per Adam Lodge 
 

State Records NSW Reel 2208 
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Theories about the origins of the name 

There are many theories about the origins of the surname Dorahy/Dorohy, but 

basically they fall into two main groups. 

 

One theory is that the name Dorohy is an epithet (descriptive name), from the Gaelic 

dorcha meaning dark, applied to some families in southern Kerry. Variants are 

O'Sullivan, Sullivan and McGillycuddy. The name is associated mainly with County 

Kerry, particularly the Sneem and Kenmare districts.
1
 In those areas of County Kerry, 

it seems that the name Dorohy was a ‘branch-name’ used to distinguish certain 

Sullivan/O'Sullivan families from the many others in the area - the 'Dorohy' ones were 

those Sullivans with dark features.  

 

If the Dorohys were dark, in what ways were they dark? Did they have dark hair, 

eyes, complexion? Why were they dark? Did they have their origins in another 

country, such as Spain? 

 

In the Griffith's Valuation
2
 for County Kerry (1852) Dorohy was entered as a surname 

in the parish of Kilcrohane (which includes Sneem).
3
 In Kenmare parish the name was 

entered as a bracketed addition to the name Sullivan, e.g. John Sullivan (Dorohy).
4
 

[There was also Sullivan (Mountain), Sullivan (Cooper), etc.] In Templenoe parish, 

(near Kenmare on the road to Sneem), some entries for the townland of Greenane, 

look like they could be Dorahy or Dorrahy but have been transcribed and indexed as 

Donahy and Dorohy.
5
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch-names, or sub-septs, were often necessary in areas where one surname was 

very dominant in terms of numbers and the same given/Christian names were 

followed down the generations. In these cases some method was needed to 

differentiate between people with the same name, in order to make it clear who was 

being referred to. Branch-names (as opposed to nicknames) came into being to help 

clarify matters; so in County Kerry, Dorohy became a branch-name for the surname 

Sullivan. 

 

 

                                                 
1 Edward MacLysaght, More Irish Families, 1982; Irish Times newspaper website: www.ireland.com/ancestor; 

Grenham’s Irish RecordFinder CD-Rom; Heritage World, Donaghmore, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland; Irish 

Surname search: www.goireland.com/genealogy 
2 For explanation of Griffith’s Valuation see Chapter 2 
3 Griffiths Valuation, Dorohy, Kilcrohane, www.askaboutirealnd.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml 
4 Griffiths Valuation, Sullivan, Kenmare, www.askaboutirealnd.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml 
5 Griffiths Valuation, Dorohy or Donahy, Templenoe, www.askaboutirealnd.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml 

Griffith’s Valuation entry in Greenane, Templenoe Parish, County Kerry 
 

This has been indexed as ‘Donahy’ - is it actually ‘Dorrahy’? 

http://www.askaboutirealnd.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml
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An alternative, by Gaelic Surname expert David Larkin, is that the surname Dorahy is 

from O’Dorchaidh, a Kerry sept, related to the variations Darcy, Dorcy, Dorraghie, 

Doraghy and Dorsey.
1
 

 

Some Dorahy descendants have recalled being told that the original Dorahys came 

from County Kerry. This, however, does not explain if, how or why the Dorohys of 

County Kerry might be connected to the Dorohys from County Tyrone more than 300 

kilometres to the north. Maybe one of the Dorahy ancestors was a ‘blow-in’ from 

Kerry who met and married a Tyrone girl and stayed on in the area? 

 

Another theory, at one time favoured by David Larkin, is that Dorahy/Dorohy is a 

variant of the Gaelic surname MacDuvdara or MacDubhdara, also translated as 

MacDarragh, Darragh, Doragh or Dorrough. A variant is Oakes. It is derived from 

the Gaelic terms dubh meaning black and daire meaning oak. Bearers of this name in 

Ireland are chiefly associated with north-eastern Ulster. The Hearth Money Rolls, 

compiled in Tyrone in 1664, included the names Dorragh and Dorah.
2
 This would 

place the family in Tyrone - but were they originally from that county? 

 

It would appear that the name has nothing to do with Doherty or Docherty. 

 

 It is quite possible that the true origins of the name may remain unexplained. 

 

Other possible Dorahy families 

Interestingly, the name Dorahy appears twice in the Convict Index on the State 

Records NSW website.
3
 The two persons are Margaret Dorahy (convict per City of 

Edinburgh 1828) and John Dorahy (per St Vincent 1837). The Margaret Dorahy who 

appears on the Convict Conditional Pardon Returns is the same person whose name 

appears elsewhere as Denohy, Donohy and Danahy
4
 and it would seem that the name 

appearing as Dorahy is almost certainly an error in transcription. Her name cannot be 

found again in any known indexes. 

 

The convict John Dorahy, who was tried in County Kerry in 1836 and transported on 

the St Vincent in 1837, appears on the various convict returns
5
 as John Sullivan, alias 

Dorahy. John does not seem to have used his alias at all after the convict period as 

there are no records of such a John Dorahy ever marrying or dying in NSW. He 

probably used the surname Sullivan and it is impossible to know which of the many 

persons named John Sullivan might have been him. This John would not be closely 

related (if related at all) to the Dorahys from County Tyrone, but it does reinforce the 

theory that Dorahy might be a County Kerry name connected with the Sullivan 

surname. 

 

  
                                                 
1 David A. Larkin, The Irish Septs: Surnames, Variants, Tribes and Locations, 2007, p.30, 

freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~larkin/documents/IrishSeptsVol1.pdf  
2 David A. Larkin, Gaelic Surname Heritage, Burpengary, Qld 4505, Edward MacLysaght, Supplement to Irish 

Families, 1964 
3 State Records NSW, www.records.nsw.gov.au, Key Name Search: Convict Index, Convict Pardons. 
4 Free Settler or Felon, www.jenwilletts.com.au; and Peter Mayberry, Irish Convicts to NSW, 

members.pcug.org.au/~ppmay 
5 SRNSW: Ticket of Leave, Ticket of Leave Passport, Conditional Pardon 

http://www.jenwilletts.com.au/
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Chapter 1 

Dromore, Tyrone, Ireland 

The Dorohy/Dorahy family originally came from Dromore, County Tyrone, Ireland – 

they are the forebears of the Dorahys who arrived in NSW, Australia, in 1837. The 

geographic and historical background of their Irish ancestry follows.   

Ireland: a background 

The island of Ireland is geographically a part of the British Isles. Ireland is divided 

into the four provinces of Ulster, Munster, Leinster and Connaught. Within these 

provinces are 32 counties. In 1922 six of the nine counties of Ulster became Northern 

Ireland, a part of the United Kingdom. The remainder of the counties formed the 

Republic of Ireland.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Counties of Ireland 

 

County 
Tyrone 
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Historically, counties were divided into baronies, an ancient land division, but these 

were little used after the 19
th

 century. Baronies were further divided into civil 

parishes (of which there are more than 2500). The land within each parish was 

further subdivided into townlands. This unit varied from an acre to several thousand 

acres (usually 200 to 300 acres) and was the smallest official administrative division 

of land. It was not a ‘town’. The biggest townlands tended to be those with the poorest 

quality land. Boundaries of these ancient land divisions generally coincided with 

natural features of the landscape like streams, rivers or ridges. Sometimes manmade 

physical boundaries such as walls, hedges, roads or ditches formed the division.
1
 

Many townlands have alternate names. There were over 60,000 townlands in Ireland 

and usually 10 to 20 families lived in each townland. 

 

The Dorahy family lived in the Province of Ulster, County of Tyrone, Barony of East 

Omagh, Parish of Dromore and Townland of Rahony (Raveny).  
 

Another system of administration in Ireland was that of the churches. The Protestant 

[Anglican] Church of Ireland was, until the late 19
th

 century, the Established Church 

and as such wielded considerable power. It collected a local tax called a ‘tithe’, it 

proved wills, and registered burials. The Roman Catholic parish was sometimes 

equivalent to the civil parish or Church of Ireland parish, but usually was not, and 

often had a different name. A single Catholic parish could include more than one civil 

parish, or one civil parish could cover parts of several different Catholic parishes. 

Both Church of Ireland and Roman Catholic parishes were grouped into Dioceses. 

The Catholic Parish of Dromore was in the Diocese of Clogher. 

 

Dromore, County Tyrone 

The village of Dromore is located 15 kilometres south-west of the town of Omagh in 

County Tyrone and 26 kilometres north-east of Enniskillen (in County Fermanagh). 

The name Dromore means ‘large ridge’ or ‘big ridge’ from the Irish Druim Mor. 

 

The Dorahy family lived in the townland of Rahony (or Raveny or Rahawney), which 

lies south-east of Dromore village towards Fintona. 

 

In Lewis's Topographical Dictionary of Ireland (1837)
2
 Dromore was described as:  

 
… a parish, in the barony of  [East] Omagh, county of Tyrone, and province of 

Ulster, eight miles SW of Omagh, on the road from that place to Enniskillen … it 

contains 25,492 statute acres, the greater part of which is productive, but there are 

more than 4,000 acres of bog and mountain land. The village comprises about 100 

thatched houses …  

 

                                                 
1 Margaret Franklin, Tracing Your Limerick Ancestors, Dublin, 2003  
2 Samuel Lewis, A Topographical Dictionary of Ireland, London 1837 [reprinted 1995] 
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The village of Dromore came into existence as a settlement in the 1750s near the ‘big 

ridge’ (Druim Mor) that gave the area its name. The area is ‘drumlin’ country, i.e. 

small hills and ridges left behind by the receding glaciers of the last Ice Age. Most 

Dromore folk were farmers – potatoes, flax and oats were the principal crops and 

cows, sheep, pigs and fowl were raised. The farmers usually visited the village only 

on a Sunday or a Fair Day. Fairs were held about every six weeks and were festive as 

well as commercial occasions.
1
  

 

On the ridge above the village was the local Irish Anglican Church built in the 1690s 

as ‘a sign of confidence in the new order and the subjugation of Gaelic ways’.
2
 It has 

been said that the Catholic members of the community of Dromore were regarded as 

second-class citizens, even though they outnumbered the Protestants. In the 1830s 

75% of the 10,000 inhabitants of the Parish of Dromore were Catholics, 20% were 

Church of Ireland (Anglican) and a small number were Presbyterians. Sectarian 

conflict was rife - rival factions of Ribbonmen [Catholics] and Orangemen 

[Protestants] flourished in the area.
3
  

 

Ordnance Survey Maps were drawn up in the 1830s for parts of Ireland, and in many 

cases written descriptions of the area and its people were provided in ‘Memoirs’ to 

accompany the maps. In the Ordnance Survey Memoirs for the Parish of Dromore, 

County Tyrone (1835),
4
 some of the comments were not very complimentary about 

the parish and village.  The descriptions illustrate the nature of the physical, economic 

and social environment of the area in which the Dorohy/Dorahy family lived: 

 

                                                 
1 Pat McDonnell, ‘The Land that Osborne left’, Familia, Ulster Genealogical Review, Vol 2, No 3, 1987 
2 Pat McDonnell, ‘From the Lammas Fair to New South Wales: James McGrath of Dromore’, in Bob Reece (ed.), 

Irish Convict Lives, Sydney, 1993 
3 Bob Reece, Irish Convict Lives, Sydney, 1993 
4 Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland, Parishes of County Tyrone 1, Vol.5, Institute of Irish Studies, Queen’s 

University of Belfast, Belfast, 1990 

County Tyrone: location of Omagh and Dromore 

Omagh 

Dromore 
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Situation of the People: poor to a degree; their domestic comforts are very limited, yet 

they are not discontented, but are well disposed and habituated to a laborious manner 

of living … Their chief way of earning money is by labouring the land and following 

their usual trades, particularly linen manufacture. 

 

Education: There seems a general desire among all to educate their children. 

However, in some cases the Roman Catholics are prevented from attending the 

Sunday and Hibernian schools as they are taught to believe such schools are designed 

to bring all to the Protestant faith. 

 

Habits of the People: The generality of cottages in this parish are of a very wretched 

description. Numbers are built of mud with a miserable thatch … Turf is the only fuel 

used in this parish, of which numerous patches of bog afford an ample supply... One 

instance of peculiarity of costume prevails in this as well as surrounding parishes of 

this part of Tyrone, that is, the great prevalence of red cloaks and shawls among the 

women; it gives a great air of liveliness and brilliance to the fairs. 

 

The village of Dromore was described in a very disparaging way:  

 
Its situation offers nothing remarkable either for local advantages or picturesque 

effect … There are 2 streets at nearly right angles … very dirty and in bad repair. The 

people of the village are reckless of all appearance of neatness either in the houses or 

persons, and indigence is, with them, an all-sufficient excuse for dirt … The quantity 

of whisky drunk is quite disproportionate to the number of inhabitants, as 19 spirit 

shops out of 44 tradesmen's houses will testify.1 

 

As well as comments about the parish and village, the Ordnance Survey Memoirs also 

included a list and brief description of the 68 Townlands of Dromore. In the 

Townland of Rahawney [sic] there were ‘34 houses, 222 inhabitants, 402 arable acres, 

60 acres bog; proprietor Earl of Belmore, non-resident’.  

 

An Irish geographer-historian
2
 has recorded that the population of Dromore parish 

was 10,600 in 1841, falling to 8,090 in 1851 (as a result of the Famine), 4,200 in 1901 

and 2,985 in 1990. ‘Emigration from the parish was common before the Famine when 

farmers with capital went to New South Wales and America. Alick Osborne, a native 

of Dromore, organised the transport of up to a hundred emigrants, many from his 

home area, to Australia in 1837’.
3
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland, Parishes of County Tyrone. 
2 Patrick Duffy, Landscapes of South Ulster – A Parish Atlas of the Diocese of Clogher, Belfast, 1993 
3 Alick Osborne organised the emigration of the Dorahy family on the Adam Lodge in 1837 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
Part of the Parish of Dromore, County Tyrone, 

showing some of the townlands, including Rahony (Raveny) 
 

Patrick Duffy, Landscapes of South Ulster - A Parish Atlas of the Diocese of Clogher, 
Belfast, 1993 

Rahony 
townland 

 
(also known 
as Raveny) 



15 

 

In modern times Dromore could be described as a pleasant village, located near the 

town of Omagh,
1
 in County Tyrone, in that part of Ulster Province that is included 

within Northern Ireland (United Kingdom). It has a population of around 1000. It is 

surrounded by gently rolling hills with beef cattle and dairy farms, some sheep and 

mixed crops. It includes the ruins of a 17th century church and churchyard, as well as 

St Dympna's old [1835] Catholic Church (adjacent to the current graveyard) and 

modern Catholic and Church of Ireland churches.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

                                                 
1 The town of Omagh achieved notoriety on 15 August 1998 when the ‘Real IRA’ (a republican splinter group 

opposed to the Good Friday peace agreement) detonated a massive car bomb killing 29 innocent shoppers and 

wounding over 200 others 

Dromore 
main street  

 
H Patterson 1999 

Dromore 
old church ruins 

 
H Patterson 1999 
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Chapter 2  

The Dorahys in County Tyrone 

Evidence of the Dorahy family in Dromore, County Tyrone, is rather limited. There 

are a number of reasons for this lack of information.  

The Dorohy/Dorahy Family in County Tyrone 

The names and details of the members of the Dorohy/Dorahy family who lived in 

Dromore, County Tyrone, Ireland must be deduced from records in NSW, Australia,
1
 

because the only known Irish record of the Dorohy family is in the Tithe Applotment 

Book for 1834 – there are no parish registers or census records in which the family 

appear. The known family residing in Ireland were Hugh Dorohy and his wife 

Catherine  (née Campbell), their son William Dorohy (born about 1808) and his 

wife Ann/Anne (née Teague) (born about 1803), and William and Ann’s Irish born 

children Catherine (born about 1832), Patrick (born about 1833) and Hugh (born 

about 1835). It is presumed that this extended family had lived in Dromore for some 

time. The surnames Campbell and Teague (and its many variations) are typical 

Dromore and County Tyrone names – there are a number of Teague headstones in the 

Catholic cemetery in Dromore.
2
 

 

Tithe Applotment Books  

What were these Tithe Applotment Books in which the Dorohy name appeared?
3
  

 

‘Tithes’ were a land tax imposed by the Church of Ireland (Irish Anglican Church) on 

land occupiers, regardless of their religious persuasion. They were a tax on all 

agricultural land, originally a tenth of the produce of the land. Church lands and urban 

areas were excluded. Tithes provided the principal means of income for the Anglican 

clergy. Catholics and Presbyterians resented paying towards the upkeep of a faith to 

which they did not belong. The government introduced a Tithe Composition Act in 

1823 that replaced payment in kind (produce) with payment in cash. In order to effect 

this change all the agricultural land in the country that was liable to pay the tithe had 

to be surveyed and ‘apploted’ or valued. During the period 1823 to 1837 a Tithe 

Applotment Survey was made in each civil parish for the whole of Ireland to 

determine the value of tithe payable by different landlords [tithes were abolished in 

1838]. The material was in volumes known as Tithe Applotment Books, arranged by 

civil parish and townland. 

 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages – Death Certificates of William Dorahy 1888/11851, Ann Dorahy 

1893/2204, Catherine Lovat 1907/2483, Patrick Dorahy 1885/12739 
2 A headstone in Dromore Catholic Cemetery, Tyrone, observed in 1999 was for Francis Teague, d. 1897, age 85 

[possibly Ann’s brother?] 
3 Co. Tyrone Genealogy, cotyroneireland.com/tithe/dromore.html; Irish Times website,  

www.ireland.com/ancestor; National Archives of Ireland, www.nationalarchives.ie  
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The Tithe books gave the names of the landholders, the area of the farm subject to 

tithe, the untitheable area and sometimes the landlords’ names and the tithes payable. 

Only a name was given, with no indications of family relationships, and therefore any 

conclusions drawn can be somewhat speculative. However, these are often the only 

early records that survive, because in some areas Catholic parish registers did not 

begin until the middle of the 19
th

 century.  

 

The Tithe Applotment Books for the Parish of Dromore were completed in 1834.
1
 An 

entry for Wm. & Hugh Dorohy appears in the Parish of Dromore, Diocese of 

Clogher,  for the townland of Raveny (now Rahony) where they are recorded as 

occupying 6ac. [acres] 3r. [roods] 10p. [perches]
2
 of arable land. It is assumed that 

these were the ancestors of the Australian Dorahys.  It is not known why two names 

were recorded for this piece of land, when normally only the one head of the 

household was named. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                 
1 County Tyrone, Index to Tithe Applotment Book, Dromore Parish, 

www.cotyroneireland.com/tithe/dromore.html; National Library of Ireland, TAB microfilm for Dromore, Tyrone, 

at State Library NSW 
2 Imperial measure of area: 40 perches = 1 rood, 4 roods = 1 acre [2.47 acres = 1 hectare] 

Title page of Tithe Applotment Book for Dromore 
 

National Library of Ireland 
 

http://www.cotyroneireland.com/tithe/dromore.html
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Griffith’s Valuation 

Between 1848 and 1864 the Irish Valuation Office carried out the first systematic 

survey of property holdings in Ireland. This was much more comprehensive than the 

earlier Tithe Applotment Books – it was an attempt to list every taxable property in 

every parish in Ireland. The survey was known as the ‘Primary Valuation of Ireland’ 

but better known as the Griffith’s Valuation (or Evaluation) after its Director Richard 

Griffith. The valuation recorded the name of the head of the household, the name of 

the landowner, the acreage of the plot, the value of the property, and the amount of 

tax assessed (the tax was used to support the poor, and Poor Law Unions were 

established with a workhouse in each).
1
  

 

                                                 
1 Irish Times website, Irish Ancestors, Griffith’s Valuation: www.irishtimes.com/ancestor/browse/records/land/ 

grva.htm 

Tithe Applotment Book: part of Raveny townland, Dromore Parish (Clogher Diocese), 
County Tyrone 1834 

 
National Library of Ireland  

 

http://www.irishtimes.com/ancestor/browse/records/land/%20grva.htm
http://www.irishtimes.com/ancestor/browse/records/land/%20grva.htm
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The Dorohys/Dorahys had left Dromore before this survey was undertaken; there is 

no record in Griffith’s Valuation of any persons of that name remaining in the area. It 

is presumed that Hugh and Catherine Dorohy probably had children other than 

William, so they must have emigrated (maybe to America?) or died (perhaps in the 

Great Famine?). 

 

Catholicism in Ireland 

The Dorohy family would have been parishioners of the Roman Catholic Parish of 

Dromore in County Tyrone. Catholics had long been discriminated against in Ireland. 

The Church of Ireland became the Established or State church in 1536. Then, in 1690, 

the Protestant army of William of Orange defeated the Catholic forces loyal to James 

II (the Jacobites) at the Battle of the Boyne, and conditions for Catholics deteriorated. 

The Treaty of Limerick, signed in October 1691, permitted Catholics to practice their 

religion but they were made to forfeit their land.
1
 A series of Penal Laws were passed 

by the Irish Parliament with the express purpose of trying to rid Ireland of 

Catholicism by forcing Catholics to become Protestant. The laws banned Catholics 

from owning or inheriting land, voting or being involved in politics, being in 

professional occupations (except medical), and receiving an education (except for that 

in the Protestant faith).
2
 Presbyterians were similarly banned. 

 

In 1800 the Act of Union was passed, forming the new country of ‘the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland’. Ireland was now ruled from London and it 

was promised that the hated penal laws would be abolished. However, it was not until 

1829 that the Emancipation Act lifted penal provisions.
3
 

 

Irish Catholic Parish Registers 

Usually, in countries such as England or Scotland, Parish Registers provide a valuable 

source of information for baptisms, marriages and burials (before compulsory civil 

registration), enabling family historians to trace their ancestors back for centuries. 

This is not the case for Ireland, particularly for Irish Catholics. The turmoil and 

impoverishment in the Catholic Church since 1536 and the oppression created by the 

penal laws since 1691 resulted in a lack of records of Irish Catholic events prior to the 

1800s. Some Catholic parish registers were kept before the 1820s but they were 

mostly in city parishes or in the more affluent eastern part of Ireland. The Catholic 

Parish of Dromore in Tyrone did not begin its marriage registers until 1833 and 

baptisms were registered from 1 November 1835 – too late to record the marriage of 

William Dorohy to Ann Teague or the baptisms of their Irish born children, and much 

too late to register details of Hugh Dorohy and Catherine Campbell. A Dromore 

historian, Pat McDonnell, has said ‘the vast majority of Dromore Catholic records 

have vanished forever into an historical abyss’.
4
 

 

In 19
th

 Century Ireland, Catholic baptisms usually occurred within a few days of birth 

and the baptism ceremony was held in a church. If a register existed, it typically noted 

                                                 
1 History of Ireland, 1687-1691, www.irelandstory.com 
2 History of Ireland, 1691-1789, www.irelandstory.com 
3 History of Ireland, 1800-1877, www.irelandstory.com 
4 Pat McDonnell, ‘From the Lammas Fair to New South Wales: James McGrath of Dromore’, in Bob Reece (ed.), 

Irish Convict Lives, Sydney, 1993 
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the names of the child’s parents and the sponsors/godparents, and the entries were 

mostly in Latin. Marriages usually took place in the bride’s parish, either in the home 

of the bride or in the parish church. Unfortunately, the Catholic Parish Register for 

Dromore
1
 is not typical of most baptismal registers – the priest (in the early years of 

the parish) did not record the name of the child’s parents, just the names of the 

sponsors/godparents.  Some of the more common names in the Register are Campbell, 

Gallagher, McAleer, McQuaid, Teague (Tague, Teigue) and Quinn. The writing is 

very difficult to read but there appears to be some Danahy (or Dorahy?) Dorchey (or 

Dorehey?) and Donaghy, names registered.   

 

 

 

Baptism entry in Dromore Parish Register for 9 January 1836  

 

 

 

Baptism entry for Dromore Parish Register for 20 October 1836  
 

 

The fire in the Four Courts in Dublin in 1922 destroyed valuable census information 

(from 1841 on) and most Church of Ireland records, but no Catholic Registers were 

lost in this fire because they were never stored there in the first place.  

 

Ireland to Australia 

Did William and Ann Dorahy choose to leave Ireland with their three young children, 

in order to escape poverty and sectarian strife in Ireland or was it to seek a better life 

in Australia? Perhaps it was something of each? Anyway, by early 1837 the family 

had signed up with emigration agent Dr Alick Osborne and were set to sail for New 

South Wales on the ship Adam Lodge. 

  

                                                 
1 Parish Registers, Catholic Parish of Dromore, Diocese of Clogher, County Tyrone, Ireland, 1835-1864 – LDS 

microfilm reel 0926052 and Michael O’Donnell’s transcription of the microfilm,  

http://www.cotyroneireland.com/ churchrecord/dromorerc.html  

http://www.cotyroneireland.com/%20churchrecord/dromorerc.html
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Chapter 3 

The 1837 Voyage of the Adam Lodge 

The Dorahy family’s journey to a new world in Australia was one of the first serious 

attempts by the colony of New South Wales to encourage ‘respectable’ assisted 

immigrants. They were part of a Government Scheme instigated by Governor Richard 

Bourke. 

Immigration Schemes and Governor Bourke 

Few free settlers were attracted to the penal colony of New South Wales during its 

early years. By the 1830s, however, as the colony prospered, there was an increasing 

demand for skilled labour and for females. Prospective migrants needed an incentive 

to come to Australia because it was so much cheaper to go to North America and, 

consequently, various assisted immigration schemes were introduced from 1832 

onward. The main purpose of assisting immigration was to encourage passage to the 

colony for people whose skills were in demand, such as married agricultural labourers 

and skilled tradesmen, but who could not afford the fare.  

 

Richard Bourke, from County Limerick, Ireland, was appointed Governor of NSW in 

December 1831 and he immediately became interested in increasing the proportion of 

free settlers to convicts in the colony. A Scheme for assisting free migrants, managed 

from London but paid for from colonial funds, was tentatively begun in 1832.
1
 When 

colonists were angered by the unsuitable people sent out under this scheme, Bourke 

agreed with their viewpoint, and, in 1835, appointed a Select Committee to examine 

the whole subject. The evidence supported the complaints and the committee 

recommended plans which Governor Bourke set in motion. He began a ‘Bounty 

Scheme’ and a ‘Government Scheme’ which ran parallel to each other. 

 

The so-called Bounty System of immigration was to be controlled and organised from 

the colony. The original system of exclusive female emigration was to be superseded 

and increased assistance was to be granted to ‘Mechanics and Agricultural Labourers’ 

by extending a graduated scale of bounties to their families, and to any young women 

emigrating under their immediate protection. Funds were in part to be obtained from 

revenue from the sale of Crown Lands and agents were to control the scheme.  

 

The Government Scheme supplemented the Bounty Scheme. It relied on the 

employment of surgeons sent from the colony to accompany the emigrants and it was 

envisaged that the scheme would set standards for private enterprise to follow. In 

colonial eyes the Bounty Scheme was the better plan, but Governor Bourke was keen 

for his Government Scheme to succeed.   

 

 

                                                 
1  Hazel King ‘Sir Richard Bourke: His Life and Work’, in The Old Limerick Journal Australian Edition, No.23, 

Spring 1988 
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Dr Alick Osborne and the Government Immigration Scheme 

In February 1836 Sir Richard Bourke notified Lord Glenelg of the Colonial Office in 

London that he was activating his proposal to employ ‘Surgeons of the Navy, who 

had come out here in charge of prison ships, as Agents to seek and bring out 

emigrants of the description most required in NSW’.
1
 He had appointed Alick 

Osborne Esq. to proceed to the northern parts of Ireland and David Boyter Esq. to 

procure emigrants from the eastern parts of Scotland. In September 1836 Lord 

Glenelg notified Bourke
2
 that there remained one vessel to be despatched from Ireland 

to Sydney under the old regulations and that he proposed to use Dr Alick Osborne RN 

to assist the Emigration Committee at Cork in embarking ‘respectable families of a 

proper class’ on the ship Lady Macnaghten [also Lady McNaughton and variants]. 

 

Alick Osborne was the son of a prosperous farmer from Derrynaseer, Dromore, 

County Tyrone, Ulster, Ireland. Some of his brothers had already migrated to NSW 

and became pioneer settlers on the South Coast. Alick was a naval surgeon and had 

been superintendent on convict ships to NSW. On Bourke’s instructions Osborne 

proceeded to northern Ireland and set up an office in Omagh (north of Dromore, 

Tyrone), where he advertised himself as ‘His Majesty’s Emigration Agent for 

Australia’. On 8 July 1836 he began a Journal, or Surgeon’s Log, entitled Journal of 

Occurrences connected with Emigration 1836-1837, by Alick Osborne.
3
 

 

In his Journal Dr Alick Osborne outlined his activities in encouraging emigrants to 

NSW. By 15 August 1836 Osborne had arrived in Londonderry, and in the next few 

days visited a number of towns in Tyrone, including his hometown of Dromore, 

                                                 
1  Sir Richard Bourke to Lord Glenelg Despatches, in Historical Records of Australia, Series I, Vol.XVIII, 1923. 
2 Glenelg to Bourke, in HRA, Series I, Vol.XVIII, 1923 
3 Alick Osborne, Journal of Occurrences Connected with Emigration 1836-1837, MS 428 Mitchell Library [State 

Library NSW] Reel CY2294 

Statue of Sir Richard Bourke 
outside State Library of NSW 

 
Wikipedia 
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where the Dorohy [Dorahy] family were tenant farmers. He found many people were 

‘feeling disposed to avail themselves of the Government aid for New South Wales’. In 

mid-September he received a letter from the Colonial Office directing him to proceed 

immediately to Cork and assist the Emigration Committee to select emigrants to 

proceed to Sydney. However, because of accidents sustained while travelling by 

coach, it wasn’t until 16 October that Osborne arrived in Cork. He found that the 

Committee had already chosen most of the emigrants, even though many did not 

answer the description specified by Sir Richard Bourke. It was then too late to change 

matters and Osborne went ahead with embarking the emigrants on the Lady 

Macnaghten. It set sail from Cork on 5 November 1836.
1
   

 

[Richard Bourke was replaced as Governor at the end of 1837. His Government 

Scheme ended in 1839 because it was very costly to implement, few experienced 

surgeons were available, and colonists saw the emigration of young children as a 

liability.
2
 The Bounty Scheme, which had appeared to work well in the beginning, 

also began to founder. Instead of emigrants being carefully selected by colonists or 

their agents, they were now being chosen by British ship owners. The largely English 

Protestant colonists resented the large number of Irish immigrants. The Depression of 

1842 led to a temporary halt to the scheme, and the British Colonial Secretary, 

prompted by the criticism of abuses of the system, ordered the cessation of immigrant 

recruitment at that time.] 

 

The Adam Lodge  

Dr Alick Osborne left for Ulster after he had embarked the emigrants on the Lady 

Macnaghten in Cork. On 1 December 1836 he had bills printed and displayed through 

the market towns and had advertisements published in all the Ulster newspapers.
3
 The 

advertisements which appeared in the Londonderry Sentinel, Londonderry Journal 

and Erne Packet in December 1836 encouraged the emigration of persons of ‘sober, 

industrious, steady habits’ who would be ‘guaranteed employment’ in the colony. 

Prospective emigrants were told that: 

 
They will be victualled by the Government and bedding will be provided. Separate 

sleeping apartments will be arranged for the males and females, to prevent that 

indelicacy which would accrue from a promiscuous multitude of males and females 

sleeping in one place. Certificates from the Rectors of Parishes and other resident 

gentlemen relative to the character and qualification of applicants will be required, 

stating the names and ages of their families; and the strictest inquiry as well as 

personal inspections of the Agent will be necessary before the parties are received. 

 

Osborne visited many more towns in the Ulster counties of Armagh, Donegal, 

Fermanagh, Londonderry, Monaghan and Tyrone, and then proceeded to Liverpool, 

England, to engage a ship. He chartered the Adam Lodge, a sailing ship of 567 tons, 

only four years old and ‘built of British oak, coppered and copper-fastened, and fully 

eight feet high between decks’.
4
 It was inspected by the Surveyor of Shipping, 

Liverpool, on 8 February 1837 and reported to be in excellent condition and ‘well 

                                                 
1 The voyage of the Lady Macnaghten was horrific – when it arrived in Port Jackson in February 1837 there had 

already been 54 deaths on board, and more died in quarantine 
2 R B Madgwick, Immigration into Eastern Australia, 1788-1851, SUP, Sydney, 1937 
3 Osborne, Journal 
4 Pat McDonnell, ‘The Voyage of the Adam Lodge’, Clogher Record, 1988 
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qualified for the service of a passenger Ship for Emigrants to New South Wales’. The owners, 

W. McCorkell & Co., Derry said that ‘she is considered one of the finest Merchant Ships 

belonging to Great Britain’ and ‘on inspection, it will be found, that her 

accommodation for Cabin and Steerage Passengers cannot be excelled’.
1
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It appears that the ship had only two compartments on the deck below, a male 

compartment and a female compartment, with married men sleeping separate to the 

females. There were forty eight bed places six feet by three each. ‘From the ratio of 

the children and females to males … it is possible to deduce that the ratio of the 

Female Compartment to the Male Compartment would most likely be 2:1 and so the 

division of the ship’s between decks would most likely be this’.2 

 

                                                 
1 Brian Boggs, ‘The People of the Adam Lodge’ in The Sea is Wide, 2012, Hebrides.wordpress.com 
2 Boggs 

 Adam Lodge  
A S Davidson, Samuel Walters - Marine Artist: Fifty Years of 

Sea, Sail & Steam 

 
(ISBN: 0-947764-46-1) Jones-Sands Publishing, Warwickshire, UK, 1992 

Image reproduced with permission of the author and publisher 
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Master Mayne was appointed as captain. The ship was to be ready at Londonderry on 

14 March 1837.  

 

Emigrants William and Ann Dorahy, with children Catherine, 5, Patrick, 4, and 

Hugh, 2, would have had to travel more than 80 kilometres north from Dromore in 

Tyrone to the port of Londonderry [Derry] to board the ship bound for their new 

home in the colony of New South Wales. It is not known how they got to 

Londonderry but they probably travelled by cart with others from the area. On the 14 

March 1837 all the emigrants had arrived in Londonderry but the ship had not! 

Osborne felt compelled to ‘allow each family two shillings per diem until 

embarkation takes place’.
1
 Two days later the ship arrived and on 20 March the 

emigrants and their baggage were loaded. Provisions for the emigrants included 

bedding, medicines, rations of potatoes (especially for the Irish passengers) and the 

usual flour, rice, biscuits, tea, sugar, salt pork, salt beef and water.  

 

 

 
 

 

On board the Adam Lodge were Surgeon-Superintendent Alick Osborne, Presbyterian 

clergyman Rev. James Allen, Master Mayne and his crew, and a large number of 

emigrants – the actual number embarked varies from one source to another but may 

have been 188 adults (84 married couples and 20 single women) and 209 children.
2
 

There must have been a large crowd in Londonderry to see off their relatives and 

friends as Dr Osborne notes that he had to procure ‘the assistance of four policemen 

to assist in keeping off the crowd’.
3
 

 

The weather was cold and squally and it was not until 29 March that the Adam Lodge 

was finally able to set sail. The ship sailed down the west coast of Ireland, south into 

the Atlantic Ocean past the Cape Verde Islands, heading east at the Cape of Good 

Hope and across the Indian Ocean. Dr Osborne’s Journal noted the weather conditions 

for the voyage, and gave accounts of the illnesses, deaths and births on board. During 

the voyage of 106 days, many of the passengers were sick – a number of the children 

                                                 
1 Osborne,  Journal 
2 The numbers in Dr. Osborne’s Journal, his Report to the Immigration Agent (Col. Sec. Correspondence SR NSW 

Reel 2208), and newspaper reports on arrival, do not tally 
3 Osborne, Journal 

Londonderry 

Dromore 
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suffered whooping-cough, influenza, bowel complaints and marasmus (‘a wasting 

away of the body’ or malnutrition) and some adults suffered fever.  

 

The Dorahy family no doubt joined in the shipboard routine with the other passengers. 

Many on board were seasick. Later in the voyage some of the passengers were 

‘getting quarrelsome’ and complaints were made about the quality of the food, 

particularly the salt pork and the bread.
1
  Was William Dorahy one of the nine men 

found in bed with their wives in the female apartment, ‘contrary to regulations’, on 

the night of Friday 7 April? or again on the 30 May? – Dr Osborne punished these 

men by stopping their rations of tea, sugar and flour for one week.
2
 A school was 

commenced but later abandoned because of illness and indifference by the parents. A 

few babies were born, and the Dorahys would have been aware of the deaths of many 

infants and some adults, their bodies ‘consigned to the deep’ after prayers by the Rev. 

James Allen.  

 

On the evening of 27 June 1837, the Dorahys’ youngest child, Hugh Doraghy [sic], 

aged 2, died of ‘marasmus’ (malnutrition). Surgeon Osborne reported:
3
  

 
Wednesday June 28

th
 S. [southerly] wind, hazy weather. Last night at 8 p.m.  

~~ Doraghy died of marasmus, the infant son of Wm Doraghy …  

Lat. 44.2 S, Long. 116.30 E, Thermometer 48.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

(In the list of deaths recorded on arrival in port, Hugh Dorroghy [sic], 2, was said to 

have died of ‘influenza’.)
4
 

 

Dorahy family tradition says that a baby, William, was born to Ann and William 

Dorahy, on board ship ‘two days out of Sydney’.  In support of this is William 

junior’s Baptism Certificate of 22 July that states his birth date as 12 July 1837.
5
 

However, Alick Osborne’s Surgeon’s Log did not record this event. He did record 

that on 11 July ‘this morning before 6, Mrs Flanagan was safely delivered of a son’. 

On Tuesday, July 12, the Journal entry reads ‘Off Jervis Bay. Clear weather.’ Did Dr 

Osborne confuse Mrs Doraghy with Mrs Flanagan, or did he just fail to record the 

                                                 
1 Osborne, Journal 
2 Osborne, Journal 
3 Osborne, Journal 
4 State Records NSW (SRNSW),  Col. Sec. Correspondence, Letters 1828-49, Quarantine & Emigration, Reel 

2208 
5 NSW Registry of BDM,  Baptism 1837/Vol.133/33 

Alick Osborne’s Journal entry: 28 June 1837 
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birth of baby William because he was busy with the ship’s imminent arrival in Port 

Jackson?  

 

On 13
 
July 1837 the Adam Lodge anchored in Neutral Bay, and then on the next day 

the immigrants were inspected on board by his Excellency the Governor, Sir Richard 

Bourke. The Surgeon reported the deaths of 22 children and 4 adults to the Quarantine 

officers who boarded the ship, but declared ‘no infectious diseases, at present’ and it 

was decided that the passengers could disembark at Sydney Cove.  

 

The ship John Barry arrived in Sydney (from Dundee, Scotland) on same day as the 

Adam Lodge but was sent to the Quarantine Station at Spring Cove, North Head, 

because of fever on board (scarlet fever and typhus). There were 25 deaths on the 

John Barry voyage and a further 12 in Quarantine. Over 60 deaths had occurred on 

the voyages of these two immigrant ships at anchor in Sydney Harbour. After almost 

50 years of carrying convicts, nobody had anticipated the difficulties involved in 

caring for such a large number of mothers and children on a non-stop voyage, 

especially if using regular shipboard food.
1
 Seasickness, stress and unsuitable food 

would have resulted in the drying up of mothers’ milk and contributed to the high 

mortality rate among infants.
2
  

 

The Australian, the Sydney Gazette and the Sydney Herald newspapers recorded the 

arrival of the ship in Sydney Cove. The Australian, Friday 14 July 1837, noted the 

arrival on the previous day: 

 
The ship Adam Lodge, Mayne master, from Londonderry the 20

th
 March. Passengers 

Dr. Osborne, R.N., Surgeon Superintendent, Rev. James Allen and 379 in the 

steerage, consisting of 83 males, 81 females, 20 unmarried females and 195 children.    

 

The Sydney Gazette of 15 July noted ‘the first arrival of emigrants under the new 

regulations’ and regrets that ‘as many as 22 infants have died on board during the 

passage’. The Sydney Herald of 17 July stated that the emigrants on the Adam Lodge 

‘have been selected with considerable care’. 

 

All immigrants were landed by 17 July and Alick Osborne presented his report to 

Governor Bourke. Personal details were taken from the newly arrived immigrants on 

the Adam Lodge.
3
 The resulting list was not as informative as the usual Bounty 

immigrants list. It started off detailing names and ages of all members of the family, 

place of origin, education, religion, character and conduct, relations in colony, trade 

of husband. However, after detailing nine families, the agent must have found it too 

time consuming and must have decided to cut down the amount of information 

recorded. After the 9
th

 family he gave full details of the husband, the wife’s name (but 

no details), and the number of male and female children (but not the names or details) 

per family. At least these families fared better than the 20 single females whose 

names were not recorded at all.  

 

 

                                                 
1 Frank Osborne, Alick Osborne and the Adam Lodge, Illawarra Historical Society, 2001 
2 Jean Duncan Foley, In Quarantine: A History of Sydney’s Quarantine Station 1828-1984, 1995 
3 SRNSW  COD 394 and Reel 2208 
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Information recorded for Adam Lodge family #26: 
1
 

 
Doroghy:  William, 25, Tyrone, Catholic,  Read: yes, Write: no,  Good character,  no 

relations in colony,  farmer.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Ann, three children, 2M, 1F. 

 

The Immigration agent reported on the condition of the immigrants and ship on 

arrival.
2
 He noted that 188 adults and 209 children embarked, 8 babies were born on 

board, 4 adults and 22 children died, the principal diseases were consumption, 

influenza and croup and there were 4 passengers on the sick list. The ship was not 

placed in Quarantine. He concludes with the remarks:  

 
These immigrants were not placed in Government Buildings, but provided themselves 

with Lodgings; and obtained employment without difficulty, and were considered as 

acceptable to the Colony; but the number of children interfered very much to the 

prejudice of the Agricultural Men in obtaining employment.3 

 

Appearing before a Committee formed to report on all aspects of Immigration on 22 

July 1837, Dr Alick Osborne commented on recruiting for the Adam Lodge: 
4
 

 
I experienced no difficulty whatever in procuring the number of emigrants I required, 

under the instructions on which I acted; the terms which these instructions enabled 

me to propose, were most satisfactory to them; namely a free passage for themselves 

and their families, and employment for one year certain, guaranteed by the 

Government, on their arrival in the Country. The description of persons to whom I 

was authorised to offer these terms were mechanics of the following descriptions, 

viz.: blacksmiths, masons, carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, and stone-cutters. To 

labourers and other individuals I was authorised to offer a free passage only; 

employment not being guaranteed to them by the Government. 

 

It is unknown how the Dorahy family spent their first few days in Sydney. As William 

was an agricultural labourer, and not a tradesman or ‘mechanic’, he would not have 

been guaranteed Government employment. Were there farm owners in town offering 

employment to the immigrants? Did some farmer from Greendale offer employment 

to the Dorahy family?  Edward Fury (farmer, of County Tyrone), his wife Elizabeth, 

and their children were another family who were passengers on the Adam Lodge and 

they also ended up in Greendale
5
 – was this just a coincidence? 

 

Within a short time of their arrival in NSW, William, Ann and the children were 

living in or near the outer western Sydney farming community of Greendale and one 

or more of the family resided there for around the next 60 years. 

  

                                                 
1 SRNSW  COD 394 and Reel 2208 
2 SRNSW  Report by Immigration Agent 1837-1840, 4/4821 Reel 2852 
3 SRNSW  4/4821 Reel 2852 
4 The Sydney Monitor, 18 Aug 1837, p4 
5 SRNSW  COD 394; and Greendale Cemetery (Edward Fury d. 1858, 51, Elizabeth Fury d. 1887, 84) 
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Chapter 4 

Greendale, NSW 

The district of Greendale in the Nepean River Valley in western Sydney played an 

important part in the early life of the Dorahy family in Australia 

Nepean River Valley  

The Nepean River flows from its catchment area in the sandstone highlands near 

Goulburn past Camden to Wallacia where it joins the Warragamba River. The Nepean 

then runs along the base of the Blue Mountains and keeps its name until it meets with 

the Grose River near Richmond, where the watercourse becomes the Hawkesbury 

River and flows into the Tasman Sea at Broken Bay. The first inhabitants of the valley 

and its surrounds were the Darug (Dharug, Daruk), Gundungurra (Gandangara) and 

neighbouring aboriginal peoples. Watkin Tench’s expedition ‘discovered’ the river in 

1789 and it was named the Nepean River after Sir Evan Nepean, Secretary to the 

Admiralty. Tench did not realise that he had arrived at the upper reaches of the 

Hawkesbury River. In the early days of European settlement the river provided 

alluvial soils for small farms cultivating grain crops and raising cattle. Floods were 

frequent and often devastating (alleviated by the construction of the Warragamba 

Dam in 1960) and periods of drought were also common. Penrith is the major centre 

of population for the Nepean Valley.
1
 

 

Greendale past and present 

Greendale was once a thriving farming community and village. It is now only a 

‘locality’, an outer area of the City of Liverpool, on western Sydney’s rural-urban 

fringe. It is located within the Civil Parish of Bringelly, in the County of Cumberland 

of NSW. Greendale lies to the east of the Nepean River, near Bringelly and Wallacia.  

Greendale was included in the Penrith Municipal District when that District was 

proclaimed in 1871, but in 1893 it became part of the Municipality of Mulgoa which 

merged into the Nepean Shire in 1913. In 1949 Greendale became part of the City of 

Liverpool.
2
 Greendale shares NSW Post Code 2745 with Mulgoa, Wallacia, 

Luddenham and Regentville.  

                                                 
1 Lorraine Stacker, Pictorial History - Penrith & St. Marys, Sydney 2002 
2 During the Dorahy family’s residence in Greendale their connections were with Penrith rather than Liverpool. 
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The first European to reach the Greendale area was George Caley, botanist and 

explorer, in 1800.
1
 Land was first gazetted in the Greendale district in 1811 with a 

grant to Ellis Bent. From 1815 there were more land grants, most of which were 

neither retained by the original grantees nor developed by them. Later, purchasers of 

the land commenced farming and building homes on the properties which they named 

Greendale (Mary Birch’s grant), Moulsey, Wolverton, Shancomore (Shankamore), 

Ballynashannon (Ballymacammon), Pemberton, Vermont and Elmshall Park.
2
 

Gradually, the Wentworth family acquired most of the land in the area.
3
 John Thomas 

Colburn Mayne the Elder purchased all of the former Wentworth land in 1884 and 

1902.
4
 It would appear that J T C Mayne was a lessee, manager or overseer on the 

Wentworth’s Greendale properties prior to this, as his name and that of his son, John 

Thomas Colburn Mayne jnr, appeared on many documents of that time.  

 

The Greendale district’s main period of prosperity was from the 1820s to the 1840s – 

its growth was more significant than Penrith at that stage. By the 1840s a considerable 

amount of the area was under cultivation, producing high-grade wheat and millet. The 

                                                 
1 Liverpool City Council, Outer Suburbs History, www.Liverpool.nsw.gov.au 
2 Parish Map Bringelly, County of Cumberland, LPI map140326 
3 First D’Arcy Wentworth (died 1827), then his son George (d.1851) and daughter Martha Wentworth Reddall 

(d.1847), their half-brother William Charles Wentworth (the explorer, d.1872) and finally W C Wentworth’s son 

Fitzwilliam (d.1915). 
4 Department of Lands NSW, Land Titles Office, Primary Applications 30150, 30285 

Greater Sydney  
showing Greendale and Nepean District locations 

 

Created by Phil Bullock using Streetworks v6 
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estates were farmed by tenant or share farmers who leased 10 to 25 acre lots.
1
 ‘These 

hardy farmers lived in two room slab buildings with their families.’
2
 Approximately 

2000 people resided in this farming community that prospered despite the drought and 

economic depression in the colony in the early 1840s. In this period a butcher, general 

store, slaughterhouse, a Catholic Church and Cemetery, a Methodist Church (slab 

chapel) and St Mark’s Anglican Church were all established.
3
 Later, a post office and 

public school were opened. 

 

However, the 1860s saw the Greendale farming community suffer severe problems. 

Major flooding occurred in 1860, and again in 1864 and 1867 (the flood of 1867 was 

the greatest flood in recorded history in the Nepean-Hawkesbury River system). In 

1861 rust disease began to plague the wheat crop, and foot rot affected the sheep.
4
  

Wheat rust struck the crops again in 1863. This was ‘the beginning of the end’ for 

Greendale, although a lot of the farmers grew millet (which was used to stuff horse-

collars) to gain an income.
5
 Many tenant farmers left the district to do better for 

themselves by squatting on larger properties over the mountains and others left to 

seek their fortunes on the goldfields. Greendale continued as a dairying and mixed 

farming area but it was no longer as important as before. Fewer than one hundred 

people lived in Greendale in the 1871 census.
6
  

 

In the 1890s continuing drought and another severe economic depression in the 

Colony destroyed the remains of the once thriving rural community. By 1925 the 

bakery, slaughterhouse, Catholic Church, public school and post office all closed. 

John Thomas Colburn Mayne the Elder had acquired most of the Wentworth property 

in Greendale, but when he died in 1924 the land passed first to his children and 

grandchildren, then was sold to George Maiden and then to William Matchett.
7
 By 

1929 the decline in the area was so great that St Mark’s Anglican Church closed also 

– ‘it was the end of an era’.
8
 In January 1939 a large fire wiped out all of the old 

buildings that had remained in Greendale (including Greendale House) except for St 

Mark’s Church. In early 1960s the Matchett descendants sold the property and it was 

sub-divided into 25-acre blocks for resale. The population of Greendale at the 1996 

census was 776.
9
  

 

If projected plans proceed, Greendale will experience a change in its semi-rural 

character because it adjoins the proposed residential growth area of Bringelly, the 

future home of 300,000 people, planned in 2001 to replace the ‘chicken sheds, 

farmlets and vegetable gardens’ of the Bringelly area.
10

  

 

The only visible reminders of the once thriving settlement of Greendale are the former 

St Mark’s Anglican Church (now a private home) and the Catholic Cemetery.  

                                                 
1 Stephanie Walsh & Peter Robinson, St. Thomas’ Church, Mulgoa, 1838-1988, A Parish History, Mulgoa, 1989 
2 Bringelly Public School Centenary, 1878-1978, Bringelly, 1978 
3 Stephanie Walsh & Peter Robinson 
4 James McClelland, A History of the Silverdale – Warragamba – Werombi – Wallacia – Greendale Districts of 

New South Wales, Emu Plains, 1998 
5 Bringelly Public School Centenary, 1878-1978 
6 Stephanie Walsh & Peter Robinson 
7 John Thomas Colburn Mayne, Conveyance 1928, Land Titles Office No. 706, Book 1544, extracted at Liverpool 

City Library  
8 Stephanie Walsh & Peter Robinson 
9 Liverpool City Council, Outer Suburbs History, www.Liverpool.nsw.gov.au 
10 ‘A city from scratch’, Sydney Morning Herald, 17 Apr 2004, p 36 
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Greendale’s churches and cemeteries 

St Mark’s Church of England at Greendale was an attractive stone church designed 

by the respected Colonial Architect Edmund Blacket and was consecrated in 

November 1849. The church was badly damaged in a cyclone in 1903, restored by 

1910, and closed in 1929. St Mark’s was purchased in 1980 and renovated as a private 

home.
1
 All headstones in its adjacent cemetery have been removed. 

 

The Catholic Church Greendale, was built on Wentworth property, possibly in 1839 

(land had been given to the church in 1818 by George Wentworth). There are no 

records of the old wooden church, but the Parish Register of St Nicholas of Myra, 

Penrith, mentions marriages in the 'Greendale Chapel' from 1840.
2
 The Church was 

still in use by the Parish Priest from Penrith until about 1893, but after 1900 was used 

only occasionally.
3
 Most of the locals then attended Mass at Mulgoa, Wallacia or 

Luddenham.  

 

A school apparently operated in the church building from 1848 until at least 1874. In 

1855 there was a Commission of Enquiry into education in the Liverpool area, and it 

was reported that the Catholic school at Greendale was conducted by Honoria 

O’Brien who ‘taught 24 children in the Chapel which measured fifteen by thirteen 

feet, had few books and no water closets. The unfortunate pupils read and spelled 

imperfectly … but for all their disadvantages the Greendale lot were clean and 

regular’.
4
 

 

The Catholic Cemetery has remained in Greendale even though the old wooden 

chapel has long gone. The first recorded burial was that of Michael Dorahy in 1844, 

aged 2, and the last in the old cemetery was that of a Catherine Wholohan in 1911.  

 

In 1991 the graves from Luddenham Catholic Cemetery were moved to Greendale 

Cemetery and rededicated. This became necessary because the land at Luddenham 

was acquired, in 1990, for the proposed second Sydney Airport at Badgerys Creek 

(which has never eventuated!).  

 

In 1995 the Petith and Fordham families erected a modern brick chapel in the grounds 

of Greendale Catholic Cemetery; it is a replica of the timber St Francis Xavier 

Church, Luddenham, opened in 1913 on land donated by the Anschau family. The St 

Francis Xavier Chapel is a now a part of the Parish of the Sacred Heart, Luddenham-

Warragamba
5
 and the cemetery is currently in use by the Catholic Cemeteries Board 

based at Rookwood. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Liverpool City Council, Outer Suburbs History, www.Liverpool.nsw.gov.au 
2 Parish Register, St. Nicholas of Myra Catholic Church, Penrith, SAG Reel 0215 - there are also mentions of ‘St 

John’s Church’ Greendale and other sources refer to ‘St Mathew’s Church’ Greendale, but it appears to have been 

known  more commonly as the ‘Greendale Catholic Chapel’  
3 Liverpool City Council, Outer Suburbs History, www.Liverpool.nsw.gov.au 
4 Christopher Keating, On the Frontier, A Social History of Liverpool, Sydney, 1996 
5 Sacred Heart Catholic Parish Luddenham-Warragamba, www.warragambaparish.org.au 

http://www.warragambaparish.org.au/
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  Greendale Cemetery – old section  
(headstones in the foreground are those of the Dorahy family) 

  

 

 

St Francis Xavier Chapel, Greendale 
Greendale Catholic Cemetery 
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Greendale Post Office  

On 30 March 1875, H S Shadforth, (‘gentleman’, Ravenswood, Mulgoa), presented a 

petition to the Postmaster-General Sydney for the establishment of a Post Office at 

Greendale and for the extension of the Liverpool and Bringelly contract to that place. 

The petition included a list of 25 names and addresses (including William and Patrick 

Dorahy) and the distance of that address from the present post office.
1
 

 

The Postmaster at Bringelly was notified on 6 April 1875 that a Post Office had been 

applied for at Greendale and he agreed that a Post Office was necessary. The first 

Postmistress was Mrs Eliza Moorehead, recommended by Mr J T C Mayne. In 1890, 

Mrs Whittingham, Teacher at the Public School, replaced the Moorehead family (after 

much dispute). Miss Mary Dollahan of Shancamore became Postmistress in early 

1900 because the school was about to be closed and a new Post Office location was 

necessary. This move was a contentious one – most of the residents served by the 

Greendale Post Office signed a petition objecting to the removal of the Post Office 

from the Public School (Bridget Dorahy was on the list of residents).  Because of 

reduced business the Post Office became a Receiving Office only and in 1905 its 

name was changed to ‘Alma Park’. In 1911 it closed down altogether. 

 

 
 

 

                                                 
1 National Archives of Australia (Chester Hill NSW), Post Office Files SP32/1 Greendale 1875-1900, SP32/1 

Alma Park 1890-1911 

Petition to establish a Post Office at Greendale, page 2 
 

NAA Post Office Files 
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Greendale Public School  

An application was made to the Department of Public Instruction on 10 April 1876 to 

establish a Public School at Greendale, on the site of the Provisional School already 

existing there (from 1871).
1
 This was at the then corner of Greendale and Liverpool 

Roads, on the Greendale Estate (owned by Mr Fitzwilliam Wentworth and leased by 

Mr J C Mayne) and adjoining Shancamore Estate. According to the School Files at 

NSW State Records, the Local Committee was to be ‘J C Mayne Esq., Grazier, C.E., 

H S Shadforth Esq., Grazier, C.E., and Wm. Dorahy, Farmer, R.C’. The school was 5 

miles from the nearest Post town of Bringelly and 5 miles from the nearest Public 

School at Luddenham. The buildings on the site consisted of a slab schoolroom and a 

detached slab residence. The site was to be leased from Mr Mayne at £10 p.a. It was 

estimated that the likely average attendance would be about 25 pupils. 38 children, 

aged 4 to 14 years, lived within a radius of 2 miles of the school; these included the 

family of Patrick Dorahy.  

 

The first teacher appointed was a Miss Coogan in June 1876, followed by Miss Trim 

in 1877. Mr Lewis Henry was appointed to Greendale school in 1878, and in 1879 he 

wrote to the Department of Education:  ‘the school is not central, ... there is no water 

fit for use within ¾ of a mile, ... the Teacher's residence is a mere hovel, of two rooms 

covered with bark and no windows’.  

   

The three members of the Local Committee were officially appointed to School Board 

for the Public School at Greendale on 13 Jan 1880: ‘Messrs John Colburn Mayne, 

Herbert Stephen Shadforth, William Dorahy’.
2
 

   

In 1880 Mrs Annie Shannon was appointed as the teacher. John Grant replaced her 

and then Annabelle Whittingham was appointed to Greendale in 1886. The next year 

the Department bought the school from Messrs Mayne and Wentworth and in 1890 

erected a new school building. However, the decrease in population in the area 

resulted in such a decline in attendance (only 6 children of school age were resident in 

the school district) that the school was closed in December 1899. 

 

The school was temporarily re-established in 1913 but closed again in 1914 when the 

average attendance was only 8.9. In 1924 the school building was sold and removed. 

The Greendale Public School site was finally disposed of in 1984 with its sale to 

Sydney University for $1000.
3
 

 

 

                                                 
1 State Records NSW, Public School Files, Greendale 5/16141.2 
2 SRNSW, Public School Files, Greendale 5/16141.2 
3 SRNSW, Public School Files, Greendale 5/16141.2 
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Application for establishment of Public School at Greendale 
10 Apr 1876 

 
SRNSW Public School Files 5/16141.2 
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Chapter 5 

William and Ann Dorahy 

William and Ann (née Tague/Teague) Dorahy and family arrived in NSW in 1837 

from Ireland and lived in the Greendale farming community in the Nepean area from 

the 1840s. 

William and Ann Dorahy and family in NSW 

The members of the Dorahy family who arrived in Sydney on 13 July 1837 on the 

Adam Lodge were parents William and Ann, their Irish born children Catherine and 

Patrick, and baby William who had been born on the ship. One of the first duties in 

the colony for the family would have been to have their newborn baby baptised. On 

22 July 1837, Rev. J
 
C Sumner baptised William in the rites of the Catholic Church, 

and this event was recorded in the Register of St Patrick’s Parish, Parramatta.
1
 At first 

appearances it would seem that the family was now living in or near Parramatta, but it 

is most likely that they were already in the Nepean district as Reverend Father 

Sumner ministered to Catholics there from the mid-1830s
2
 even though his parish was 

based in Parramatta.  

 

The exact whereabouts of the Dorahy family in their first years in NSW is difficult to 

ascertain but they were almost certainly living in the Nepean district from the outset. 

In June 1838, William Dorahy's name appeared in the Sydney Monitor newspaper
3
 on 

a long list of contributors to a fund for establishing a Catholic Chapel in Penrith - he 

donated £1.0.0. The list in the newspaper noted:  

 
The following are the SUBSCRIPTIONS up to this date, towards the projected 

CATHOLIC CHAPEL at PENRITH; the Committee in returning thanks for same, 

beg leave to solicit further subscriptions from those whose attention has not yet been 

engaged by the subject, and as they mean speedily to advertise for Tenders, they 

request that those who have already subscribed will be kind enough to pay the 

amount of their several Contributions to John Black Esq., Cashier of the Bank of New 

South Wales, to Mr. Peter Gilligan, Mr. John Delaney, Mr. M'Carthy, Junior, at 

Penrith, or, Mr. James Covey, at Mulgoa. By Order, John Purcell, Secretary, 1st June 

1838. 

 

[A Catholic Parish was started in Penrith in 1838 with Rev J Charles Sumner as its 

first Parish Priest, but the church was not completed until 1850]  

 

 

Mary, the fifth Dorahy child, was born around 1839 but her birth/baptism does not 

appear to have been registered – her existence only known because her death in 1846, 

                                                 
1 Baptism Register, Catholic Parish of St. Patrick’s Parramatta, SAG Reel 0007 
2 Robert Murray and Kate White, Dharug and Dungaree. The History of Penrith and St. Marys to 1860, 1988 
3 The Sydney Monitor (per Trove digitised newspapers, trove.nla.gov.au), 4 June 1838 and 9 other days in June 

1838 

http://www.nla.gov.au/Trove
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aged 7,
1
 was recorded on the family headstone. The births of Sarah, 1841,

2
 and 

Michael, 1842,
3
 were registered in the Catholic Parish Registers of St Nicholas of 

Myra, Penrith, with their parents’ residence given as ‘Mulgoa’. 

 

The Dorahys were living in the Greendale locality itself from about 1843 when 

Patrick and Catherine Dorahy of ‘Greendale’ appeared as baptism sponsors in the St 

Nicholas Parish Register. The death of Michael Dorahy (aged 2) in 1844 is recorded 

on the Dorahy family headstone in Greendale Catholic Cemetery
4
 - he is believed to 

have died through pouring boiling water over himself. The last of William and Ann 

Dorahy’s children was Bridget, born in April 1846, with Greendale recorded as the 

place of baptism.
5
 Unfortunately, Mary died in May 1846 and then Sarah in 

September 1853.
6
  

 

 

The Dorahys in Greendale 

After the deaths of Michael, Mary and Sarah, aged 2, 7 and 12 respectively, only 

Catherine, Patrick, William junior and Bridget remained to live in the Greendale 

community with their parents William and Ann Dorahy. No doubt William’s sons 

assisted their father with his farming activities and the girls helped Ann with the 

domestic chores. 

 

The 1850s and 1860s saw wedding celebrations for the four children of William and 

Ann and the birth of most of their many, many grandchildren. The first marriage was 

that of Catherine Dorahy to John Lovat at Greendale, on 3 February 1852. The first 

Dorahy grandchild, Mary Ann Lovat, was born in that year. In April 1856, Patrick 

Dorahy married Mary Pidgeon at South Creek [St Marys] but, unfortunately, Mary 

died in June 1858, at Greendale, aged 21. Next, William Dorahy married Julia 

Coffey at St Nicholas Church Penrith in January 1859. Then in January of 1860 

Patrick remarried – to Julia’s older sister Bridget Coffey, also at St Nicholas Church 

at Penrith. The Coffey girls came from Frogmore, not far from Penrith. The last 

Dorahy wedding was in July 1867 at Greendale, when Bridget Dorahy, the youngest 

of William and Ann’s children, married Ludwig/Louis Joseph Anschau. Ludwig 

was from a German migrant family living at nearby Luddenham.  

 

In all, 48 grandchildren were born to William and Ann’s four children – Catherine 

and John Lovat had 11 children, Patrick and Mary Dorahy 1 child and Patrick and 

Bridget 12, William and Julia Dorahy 10, and Bridget and Ludwig Anschau 14. 

                                                 
1 Birth and Death not registered - details from headstone in Greendale Cemetery. 
2 Parish Register, St. Nicholas of Myra, Penrith, SAG Reel 215 
3 NSW Registry of BDM, Baptism 1842/Vol.61/1848, and SAG Reel 215 
4 Michael Dorahy’s death was not registered. The headstone was probably erected some years after the death of 

Michael, possibly 1853 – the headstone in Greendale Cemetery records the deaths of 3 children in 1844, 1846 and 

1853, then William in 1888 and Ann 1893 added later. 
5 NSW Registry of BDM, Baptism 1846/Vol.63/902 
6 NSW Registry of BDM, Burial 1853/Vol.119/965 
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By 1860 the Dorahys were much involved in the day-to-day life of the Greendale 

community. On 4 October, William snr, Patrick and William jnr were three of 375 

‘Householders and Electors in the Police District of Penrith’ to sign a petition to the 

NSW Governor against the establishment of a Penrith Municipality. Their names 

appeared in the NSW Government Gazette of 17 October 1860 as Daugerty. This 

petition was a counter petition against that presented on 18 July by householders from 

the same locality wanting to establish a Municipality in Penrith.  Most of the 

petitioners against the Municipality were from Greendale and Luddenham – they 

thought they would be unfairly taxed to pay for streets and bridges in the closer 

settled areas ‘as such are comparatively useless to the outlying portions of the 

District’.
1
 [The Municipal District of Penrith was eventually proclaimed in 1871.] 

 

Initially, William Dorahy and both his sons and their families occupied tenant farms 

in Greendale, but by the early 1870s William jnr and Julia had moved away from the 

district and it was only William snr and Patrick who appeared in Greendale 

documents from then on, such as in Electoral Rolls, Post Office Directories and Sands 

Directories for the Nepean District.  When Mr H Shadforth presented a petition to the 

Postmaster-General in Sydney in 1875 for the establishment of a Post Office at 

Greendale, the 23
rd

 and 24
th

 of 25 names on the list were ‘William Dorahy, Greendale, 

six miles from Bringelly PO’ and ‘Patrick Dorahy, Greendale, five miles from 

Bringelly PO’.
2
   

 

William Dorahy must have been well respected in the Greendale area because he was 

one of three signatories for the establishment of a Public School in Greendale in 1876 

                                                 
1 Penrith Council Petitions, Penrith City Council History: www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au; also SRNSW 4/735  
2 National Archives of Australia (Chester Hill, NSW), Post Office Files SP32/1 Greendale 1875-1900, SP32/1 

Alma Park 1890-1911 (see also Greendale Chapter) 

St Nicholas of Myra Church, Penrith, 1850s 
 

www.stnicholasofmyra.org.au 
  

http://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/
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and ultimately one of the three members of the Local Committee who were officially 

appointed to the Greendale School Board in 1880.
1
 Mr J C Mayne and Mr H S 

Shadforth were both ‘Grazier’ while William Dorahy was just ‘Farmer’.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1885, William Dorahy was in his late 70s but still appeared in the Sands Country 

Directory as a ‘farmer’ of Greendale. That year would have been a sad year for the 

family because in August their eldest son, Patrick, died at Greendale, aged 52 (from 

inflammation of the bowel), and two weeks later Patrick and Bridget’s daughter, 

Sarah Mary, died aged 12 (from ‘brain fever’). 

 

                                                 
1 State Records NSW, Public School Files, Greendale 5/16141.2 

Recommendation for Appointments to Greendale Public School Board 
 

SRNSW Public School Files 
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On 6 December 1888, William Dorahy died at Greendale.
1
 The informant was his 

grandson, William James Lovatt
2
 of Mulgoa. He was 80 years old and died of ‘senile 

decay’. William was buried the next day in Greendale Catholic Cemetery. He had 

already made a Will in 1880 in which he bequeathed all his assets to his wife Ann.
3
 

He appointed Ann Dorahy and John Colburn Mayne, Grazier, as Executors and the 

will was witnessed by J T C Mayne and J C Mayne jnr. The will was in the 

handwriting of J T C Mayne (William’s landlord) and throughout it the surname was 

written as Dorahey even though William signed as Dorahy. When probate was 

granted, son William Dorahy, carter, of Glebe, signed the Affidavit of Death.  

Ann/Anne Dorahy signed the Affidavit of Executrix with an X. 

 

In William Dorahy’s Deceased Estate File his Estate was valued at £260 for the 

purpose of determining his liability for Death Duty.
4
 He left a Fixed Deposit in a bank 

in Penrith valued at £130 and a variety of assets such as 11 cows, a bull, steers, 

heifers, calves, 6 horses, 2 pigs, poultry, a spring cart and a box dray, harnesses, 

wheelbarrow, plough, tools, kitchen utensils and furniture. His debts were £10/16/7 

owing for 6 months rent to J T C Mayne and his funeral expenses amounted to £6/10/- 

 

In 1889 two In Memoriam notices for William Dorahy appeared in The Nepean 

Times, one inserted by ‘his loving daughter C Lovat’ and one by his ‘loving grandson 

William J Lovatt’:  

 
One year tonight - ah! who can tell 

How anxiously we stood 

Around our dear grandfather’s bed, 

To keep him if we could. 

Friends and physicians gently tried  

To soothe; but all in vain, 

For as the morning hour drew near 

God eased him of his pain.  

 

 

 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Death 1888/11851 [indexed as ’Doraly’] 
2 William James Lovatt appears to have adopted ‘Lovatt’ spelling at this stage, while his parents were still ‘Lovat’. 
3 Supreme Court NSW, Will 17811.3, 6-12-88 P. Also State Records NSW Probate Packet 
4 Deceased Estate Files were created by the Stamp Duties Office of the NSW Government, 1880-1958, for 

assessing Death Duties. The files are located at State Records NSW at Kingswood. 
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  Will of William Dorahy, 1880 (died 1888) 
 

SRNSW Probate files 
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Inventory of assets for William Dorahy’s Deceased Estate File 
 

SRNSW Deceased Estate Files 
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After William’s death Ann Dorahy went to live with her daughter Catherine Lovat at 

Pemberton, Wallacia (near Greendale) where she died on 25 May 1893, aged 90.
1
 

Ann died of ‘Senile Debility’ and the informant for her death was grandson, W J 

Lovatt, Pemberton.  

 

Ann was buried with her husband William and children Michael, Mary and Sarah in 

the Greendale Catholic Cemetery. The Nepean Times newspaper recorded Ann’s 

death: ‘Dorahy – May 25
th

, at her daughter’s (Mrs. Lovat) residence, Pemberton, 

Mulgoa, Mrs. Dorahy, beloved wife of the late Wm. Dorahy of Greendale, aged 90 

years’. The newspaper also published an obituary on 3 June 1893: ‘One of the oldest 

residents of this district, Mrs. W. Dorahy, died last week at the venerable age of 90 

years’.  

 

 

 

 
  

                                                 
1 NSW Registry BDM, Death, 1893/2204 

Greendale Cemetery   

 

 Michael Dorahy 
Mary Dorahy 
Sarah Dorahy 

William Dorahy  
& Ann  
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The first Irish/Australian Dorahy generations: 

 

1. William Dorahy – b. ca. 1808 Ireland, m. Ireland, d. 1888 Greendale, NSW 

& Ann (Teague/Tague) Dorahy – b. ca. 1803 Ireland, d. 1893 Greendale, NSW. 

 

1.1 Catherine  –  see Chapter 6 

1.2 Patrick   –  see Chapter 7 

1.3 Hugh  –  b. ca 1835 Tyrone, Ireland, d. 1837 at sea. 

1.4 William  –  see Chapter 8 

1.5 Mary  –  b. 1839 NSW, d. 1846 Greendale, NSW 

1.6 Sarah  –  b. 1841 NSW, d. 1853 Greendale, NSW 

1.7 Michael   –  b. 1842 NSW, d. 1844 Greendale, NSW 

1.8 Bridget –  see Chapter 9 

 

The next four chapters will deal with the four Dorahy children who survived to 

adulthood. There is much repetition of given/Christian names in these families as they 

basically followed the Irish Naming Pattern. The Irish pattern is to name the children 

in a certain order: 

 
1

st
 son after father’s father i.e. paternal grandfather 

2
nd

 son after mother’s father i.e. maternal grandfather 

3
rd

 son after father 

4
th
 son after father’s eldest brother 

1
st
 daughter after mother’s mother i.e. maternal grandmother 

2
nd

 daughter after father’s mother i.e. paternal grandmother 

3
rd

 daughter after mother 

4
th
 daughter after mother’s eldest sister 

 

The Dorahys partially followed this naming pattern: they had five Williams (one died 

in infancy), four Catherines, three Anns and three Patricks in the four families. The 

families of Patrick and William Dorahy (who married Coffey sisters) have an 

extraordinary repetition of first and sometimes second names in the next generations, 

which can lead to much confusion. 
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Chapter 6 

Catherine Dorahy and John Lovat 

Catherine was the eldest of the children of William and Ann Dorahy. She was born in 

Ireland and migrated to Australia with her parents in 1837. She married John Lovat. 

Catherine Dorahy (c.1832-1907) 

Catherine was born about 1832 in Dromore, County Tyrone, Ireland, the eldest child 

of William and Ann Dorahy. As a five year old she accompanied her parents and 

brothers from Ireland to NSW on the immigrant ship Adam Lodge. She spent her 

childhood in the Nepean District, particularly Greendale. An early event recorded for 

Catherine was as a baptismal sponsor for her brother Michael born at Mulgoa in 

1842.
1
 Catherine Dorahy married John Lovat at Greendale in 1852. 

 

John Lovat (c.1823-1908) 

John Lovat (also Lovatt, Lovett) was born around 1823 in Tralee, County Kerry, 

Ireland, the eldest son of Thomas and Eliza Lovett [sic]. The Lovett family were 

assisted immigrants on the ill-fated vessel Lady Macnaghten that left Cork in Ireland 

on 4 November 1836 and arrived in Port Jackson on 26 February 1837, as part of 

Governor Bourke’s Immigration Scheme.
2
 On the morning of 23 February 1837 the 

ship was met south of Port Jackson. The vessel was found in a most deplorable state 

of squalor, sickness and misery. Ten adults and 44 children had already died on the 

voyage, mainly from typhus and scarlet fever, and been buried at sea. When it sailed 

through Sydney Heads three days later, the Lady Macnaghten was ordered to the new 

Quarantine Station at Spring Cove, North Head. There, on the beach, a further four 

adults, including the surgeon, and nine children died.
3
  

 

On board the ‘horror ship’ Lady Macnaghten were 412 immigrants including the 

Lovett family: Thomas, 41, Roman Catholic, Read & Write, Teacher, his wife Eliza, 

35, RC, R&W, Teacher, and their children Mary, 16, John, 14, Johannah, 11, Thomas, 

7, and James, 2.
4
 

 

When the NSW Legislative Council approved a plan for quarantine for the Lady 

Macnaghten it was decided that people who were infected with disease should remain 

on the ship, which was to be converted to a hospital after cleansing and fumigation. 

The healthy or convalescent were to be landed on shore where tents and sheds would 

be erected for shelter and a military guard would patrol the quarantine boundaries.
5
 

                                                 
1 St. Nicholas of Myra, Penrith, Parish Register, SAG Reel 215 
2 see Chapter 3 
3 Jean Duncan Foley, In Quarantine: A History of Sydney’s Quarantine Station 1828-1984, 1995 
4 State Records NSW, COD Reel 112 and Reel 2208 
5 SRNSW, COD Reel 112 and Reel 2208 
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The authorities had assessed the Lovett family as ‘healthy’, except for little James 

who was ‘delicate’, and they were probably among those 100 immigrants who stayed 

on North Head until 14 April when they were then ferried to Sydney to the 

Immigration Barracks.  [In the meantime, the ship had proved unsuitable for the 

recovery of the sick and they were transferred to buildings erected on shore at Little 

Manly Cove. The last of the passengers were finally released on 9 May.
1
] 

 

It is not known how or where the Lovett/Lovat family spent their early years in the 

colony of NSW. John Lovat was living at North Richmond when he married 

Catherine Dorahy on 3 February 1852 in the R C Chapel at Greendale. Catherine’s 

siblings William and Sarah Dorahy were the witnesses.
2
 

 

John and Catherine Lovat and family 

Between 1852 and 1875 Catherine and John Lovat had 11 children, all born in 

Greendale and baptised in the Catholic Parish of St Nicholas of Myra, Penrith. Mary 

Ann was born in 1852, Elizabeth Magdalen 1854, Sarah 1856, Thomas Joseph 

1858, William James 1860, Catherine 1863, John Francis 1865, Teresa Bridget 

1867, Johanna (Maud) 1869, Joseph Patrick 1871 and Vincent Ernest 1875.
3
 

Three of the children predeceased their parents and were buried in Greendale Catholic 

Cemetery: John Francis Lovat died in June 1894, aged 29, Vincent Ernest (known as 

Vivian) in August 1894, aged 18, and Maud, April 1900, aged 31. 

 

Throughout this time it appears that John Lovat was firstly a storekeeper at 

Greendale
4
 and then a farmer at Pemberton, a property between Greendale and 

Wallacia/Mulgoa. In the NSW Legislative Assembly’s Returns of the Holdings in the 

Colony as at 1 January 1885, John Lovatt was listed as owning 450 acres at 

Pembleton [sic] at Greendale and other land at Mulgoa.
5
 He was named as the head of 

of the household in the 1901 Census for Penrith District, Bringelly sub-district. In the 

1903 Electoral Roll for the Division of Parramatta, Luddenham polling place, John 

Lovat was listed as a farmer of Pemberton and his wife Catherine, domestic duties, 

was also listed. 

 

The Lovats were apparently highly respected members of their community – certainly 

in the eyes of the Nepean Times journalists. Youngest son Vivian/Vincent died, aged 

18, from injuries received from falling off a horse, and the Nepean Times of 25 

August 1894 reported:  

 
… Mr. Lovat Senr. is a very old and highly respected colonist. Those who have the 

pleasure of his acquaintance will agree with us that there is no better resident, kinder 

father or more affectionate husband. Throughout his whole life he has ever been 

looked upon as one of nature’s gentlemen, being one of the most reliable and honest 

men among us. He and his devoted wife have had many troubles, as we all have, but 

just now their cup of bitterness is full – full to overflowing – for the flower of the 

                                                 
1 Jean Duncan Foley, In Quarantine: A History of Sydney’s Quarantine Station 1828-1984, 1995 
2 NSW Registry of BDM 1852/287 Vol 98, and SAG reel 215 
3 NSW Registry of BDM, Births 1852/V2255-69, 1854/V2538-71, 1856/7190, 1858/11112, 1860/SAG Reel 215, 

1863/12304, 1865/13759, 1869/16686, 1871/16071, 1875/18033 – most of the births are registered as Lovat, some 

Lovatt, Lovet  
4 1872, 1875-77 Greville’s Post Office Directory NSW 
5 Hawkesbury Land and Stockholders 1884/5, The Hawkesbury Crier Mar 2003 & June 2003 
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family as it were has been removed … It is only a few short months that his elder 

brother [John] was taken away, this was, indeed, a sad blow to his parents, but 

following so closely on it the death of Vivian after some six weeks unconsciousness 

through a fall from his horse, their grief knew no bounds …  

 

Catherine Lovat/Lovatt (née Dorahy) died 11 March 1907
1
 at her residence 

Pemberton, Wallacia, aged 75.  She died of senile decay and the informant for her 

death was her son W J Lovatt [sic] of Wallacia.  

 

The Nepean Times of 16 March 1907 carried an obituary for Catherine Lovat: 

 
Many old district people will remember the Lovat family of Pemberton, Mulgoa, who 

for a great number of years have resided around that part and will now regret to hear 

of the death of Mrs Catherine Lovat, which sad event took place on Monday last, at 

the age of 75 years. Deceased was born in the North of Ireland. For many years this 

lady and her husband carried on business as storekeepers at Greendale, after which 

they went on to the farm at Pemberton and it has been their home for some time. She 

has been ailing for about two months, and being a fairly good age, her death was not 

unexpected. Being a kind wife and mother and a good woman, who did her job nobly, 

she has left a good example. Besides her husband there are eight children, three sons 

and five daughters - T J, W J and J P Lovat, and Mrs Cross, Mrs Byrne, Mrs Tully, 

and Misses Catherine and Teresa Lovat. The funeral, on Wednesday afternoon, was a 

fairly large one, over 80 vehicles following the remains, which were interred in the 

Greendale Cemetery ...   

 

John Lovat died shortly after Catherine, on 3 January 1908, at Penrith.
2
 John also 

died from senile decay and the informant was son W J Lovat. He was 85 [83 on 

headstone]. They were both buried in Greendale Catholic Cemetery with the three 

children who predeceased them. 

 

His obituary was in the Nepean Times, 4 January 1908,  

 
Nearly every week lately it has been our lot to record the death of some old resident, 

someone who has helped the old district along. The latest of these is that grand old 

man, John Lovat, of Pemberton, near Wallacia, at the ripe old age of 85, whose death 

took place this Friday morning, after a brief illness of a fortnight's duration, the 

ultimate cause being a complete wear-out of the system. Deceased arrived in New 

South Wales, and after spending many years in and around the city, he started out on 

his own at Greendale storekeeping, where he was so successful that he was enabled to 

purchase the property on which he resided for about half a century. His noble 

helpmeet, who predeceased him some nine months ago, helped him along in many 

ways. They were not alone successful in storekeeping, but were equally successful in 

farming. Deceased leaves a grown up family, viz.: Mrs Cross, widow of the late Ald. 

Cross; Mrs Byrnes, her husband a school teacher at National Park; Mrs Tully, whose 

husband recently lost his life on the Railway; T J Lovett, employed for many years 

with A Hordern and Sons; Wm J and Joseph, sons; and Kate and Tessie, daughters 

residing at home. The late Mr Lovat was highly respected in every part of the district 

... He was one of nature's gentlemen, and his word was his bond at all times. The 

funeral takes place this Saturday at the Greendale Cemetery, leaving his late 

residence at 3 p.m.  

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Death 1907/2483 
2 NSW Registry of BDM, Death 1908/2852 
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Greendale Cemetery  
Catherine and John Lovat  
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Chapter 7 

Patrick Dorahy, Mary Pidgeon and      
Bridget Coffey 

Patrick was the second child of William and Ann Dorahy. He was born in Ireland and 

migrated to Australia with his parents in 1837. He first married Mary Pidgeon and 

then married Bridget Coffey after Mary’s death. 

Patrick Dorahy (c.1833-1885) 

Patrick Dorahy was born about 1833 in Dromore, County Tyrone, Ireland. He was 

William and Ann Dorahy’s second child and eldest son.  As a four year old he 

accompanied his parents and siblings when the family emigrated from Ireland on the 

ship Adam Lodge in 1837. Patrick grew up in the Greendale area of the Nepean 

Valley and in 1856 married Mary Pidgeon. 

 

Mary Pidgeon (c.1838-1858) 

Mary Pidgeon was born about 1838 in County Kildare, Ireland, the daughter of 

Michael and Sarah (née Mahon/McMahon) Pidgeon. The family were Bounty 

Immigrants brought to Australia on the Sarah Botsford arriving Sydney 15 February 

1842.
1
 On the ship were the Pidgeon family: Michael, 36, RC, farmer, his wife Sarah, 

35, their children Margaret, 13, John, 12, Anne, 6, Mary, 3, and Lucy, 1, Michael’s 

sister-in-law Mary Quin, 28, and Bridget Doolan, 21, a friend’s child under their care. 

After arrival in NSW Michael Pidgeon became a farmer at Llandilo near Penrith. 

More children were born at Llandilo. 

 

At the age of 19, Mary Pidgeon married Patrick Dorahy, on 22 April 1856, at the 

temporary Catholic Chapel at St Marys [South Creek].
2
 The witnesses were Michael 

and Lucy Pidgeon. On 16 February 1857 Patrick and Mary had a daughter Bridget 

Mary Dorahy at Greendale.
3
 John and Catherine Lovat were Bridget’s baptismal 

sponsors. Mary was pregnant with a second child when she suffered convulsions and 

died on 17 June 1858, aged only 21.
4
 (The birth or death of the baby was never 

registered.) Mary Dorahy, née Pidgeon, was buried in Greendale Catholic Cemetery. 

Her husband Patrick had a headstone erected in her memory.  

 

 

                                                 
1 SRNSW Reels 1346, 2135 
2 NSW Registry BDM, Marriage, 1856/1895, also SAG Reel 215 
3 NSW Registry BDM, Birth, 1857/10105, and SAG Reel 215 
4 NSW Registry BDM, Death, 1858/5064 
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Greendale Cemetery   

 

Mary Dorahy  
(Patrick’s first wife) 
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Patrick Dorahy after 1858 

After Mary’s death in 1858, Patrick would have needed family support to bring up 

little Bridget Mary, then aged 16 months. Perhaps the Pidgeon and Dorahy families 

gave assistance?  

  

In 1859 Patrick Dorahy’s younger brother William married Julia Coffey of Frogmore, 

near Penrith. Maybe it was at this time that Patrick became acquainted with the 

Coffey family. Julia had an older sister, Bridget, and in 1860 the widowed Patrick 

married Bridget Coffey. 

 

 

Bridget Coffey (c.1835-1919) 

Bridget Coffey was born about 1835 in Oola, County Limerick, Ireland the fourth of 

nine known children of Patrick and Catherine (née Nash) Coffey. She and two of her 

sisters were assisted immigrants to Geelong, Victoria, arriving 27 April 1855 on the 

Epsom from Liverpool England.
1
 Bridget was 20, could read and write, was a 

Domestic Servant and was a Roman Catholic. Mary Coffey was 21 and Julia 18. The 

girls worked as domestic servants in Victoria for a short while and then travelled to 

Sydney as unassisted passengers on the coastal vessel City of Sydney, arriving 3 

September 1855.
2
  

 

Their parents, Patrick and Catherine Coffey, and their other siblings arrived in NSW 

in 1856 as assisted immigrants on the Commodore Perry. The Coffey family was 

sponsored by Catherine’s brother, Henry Nash (then living at St Marys) [see next 

page]. 

 

Catherine’s brothers Henry and Ralph Nash were living near Penrith and it is 

presumed that the Coffey family initially went to live there. The family was soon 

living at ‘Frogmore’, now Orchard Hills, near Penrith. 

 

Bridget Coffey
3
 married Patrick Dorahy on 14 January 1860 in St Nicholas Church, 

Penrith. Bridget was described as a spinster, born Co. Limerick Ireland, age 23, 

farmer’s daughter of Frogmore. Patrick was a widower with 1 child living and 1 dead, 

born Co. Tyrone Ireland, age 26, farmer of Greendale. The witnesses were William 

and Julia Dorahy (brother and sister of the groom and bride respectively) and the 

celebrant was Rev. Michael Brennan.
4
 

 

  

                                                 
1 Public Record Office Victoria, Assisted Immigration, Fiche 088, Book 12, p.78  
2 State Records NSW Reel 402 
3 Bridget Coffey was indexed on the NSW BDM CD-Rom and Internet as ‘Budgee Coffery’ (the Internet index 

has since been corrected). 
4 NSW Registry BDM, Marriage 1860/2390’; St. Nicholas of Myra, Penrith, Parish Registers SAG Reel 215 
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The Coffey and Nash families 

 
Bridget and Julia Coffey - the sisters who married brothers Patrick and William Dorahy - were 
two daughters of Patrick and Catherine (Nash) Coffey of Oola, County Limerick, Ireland. 
Patrick was the son of Michael and Margaret (Ryan) Coffey and Catherine was the daughter 
of John and Ellen (Rogers) Nash; both families living in Oola, on the Limerick Tipperary 
border. Patrick and Catherine were married in Oola on 13 February 1827.1 Two years after 
this, an event occurred which was to have significant ramifications for the two families. 
 
On 24 June 1829, Henry and Ralph Nash (older and younger brothers of Catherine) were 
involved in a faction fight at a county fair in Tipperary Town.2 The Nash brothers were tried 
at Tipperary Assizes on 16 August 1829, convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 7 years 
transportation. They arrived in Sydney per Forth on 26 April 1830. Henry Nash was 26 years 
old, had no education, and was a labourer, while Ralph was 19, could read and write and 
was a carpenter.3 Henry Nash earned his Ticket of Leave in 1834 and his Certificate of 
Freedom in 1836. Ralph Nash committed a number of offences in his first few years in the 
colony, including burglary in 1834. He was sentenced to Life and was sent to Norfolk Island 
for secondary punishment. In 1840 his sentence was commuted and he was returned to 
Cockatoo Island. Ralph Nash eventually received his Ticket of Leave and Certificate of 
Freedom in 1845.4 
 
Henry Nash married Mary Moriarty in 1842 and they had four children. Ralph Nash married 
Mary Ryan and had 11+ children. Both families settled in the St Marys/Penrith areas and by 
the mid 1850s the Nash brothers were apparently encouraging their sister Catherine and her 
family to migrate to Australia. In the intervening years, back in Oola in Ireland, Catherine and 
Patrick Coffey had at least nine surviving children5: Michael c1830, William c1831, Mary 
c1834, Bridget c1835, Julia c1838, Honora 1839, Patrick 1841, John 1844 and James 1848. 
The three eldest girls, Mary, Bridget and Julia, came as assisted immigrants to Victoria per 
Epsom on 27 April 1855,6 and then proceeded to NSW in September that year.  
 
In July 1855 Henry Nash had applied to the NSW Immigration authorities to sponsor some of 
his sister’s family. They were Patrick and Catherine Coffey and children William, Honora, 
Patrick, John and James, who arrived in Sydney per Commodore Perry on 1 May 1856.7 The 
family’s ‘relatives in the colony’ were Henry and Ralph Nash, living at St Marys. (Michael, the 
eldest Coffey son, arrived in Victoria in July 1856. He soon joined his parents and siblings in 
NSW but tragically drowned in the Nepean River in 1860.)  
 
William, Bridget and Julia Coffey stayed in the Penrith area for some years but the remaining 
Coffey children settled in the Dubbo and Orange districts. Patrick Coffey died in 1872 at 
Cargo (near Orange) and Catherine Coffey, née Nash, died in 1891 at Garland (near Blayney).  

  

                                                 
1 National Library of Ireland, Microfilm Reel 2498 
2 The Limerick Evening Post and Clare Sentinel, 3 Jul 1829 
3 SRNSW, Bound Indents 4/4015 
4 SRNSW, Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence 
5 More children, including Margaret 1827, were born but had died before the 1850s (NLI Reel 2498) 
6 Public Record Office Victoria, Assisted Immigrants from UK 1839-1871, Fiche 088 
7 SRNSW, Assisted Immigrants, Reels 2138, 2473 
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Patrick and Bridget Dorahy and family 

In October 1860 Bridget and Patrick had a daughter, Annie Mary, the first of their 12 

children (of whom 11 survived into adulthood). All the children were born at 

Greendale. After Annie were William Joseph, 1861, Catherine Mary, 1863, 

Patrick, 1864, Michael Joseph 1866, John Francis, 1867, Hugh, 1869, James, 

1872, Sarah Mary, 1873, Joseph, 1875, Henry Sylvester, 1878, and Francis Louis, 

1879.
1
 

 

Patrick Dorahy appeared on a number of Electoral Rolls, Directories and similar lists 

over the next 25 years. In 1860 he joined with his father, brother and other 

householders of the Greendale area of the Penrith District to sign a Petition opposed 

to the establishment of a Penrith Municipality.
2
 In the Nepean Electoral Roll of 1869-

70 Patrick Dorahy was named as a householder residing in Greendale.
3
 Then in 

Greville’s Post Office Directory of 1875 Patrick was listed as a farmer, Greendale, 

and similarly in Sands Country Directory of 1884-5.  

 

The exact location of the property farmed by Patrick is unknown but it is presumed to 

be on land leased or owned by John Thomas Colburn Mayne. It probably adjoined the 

land tenanted by his father William Dorahy. It was ¾ mile from the Public School. 

When a petition to establish a Post Office at Greendale was presented in 1875 Patrick 

Dorahy gave his address as 5 miles from Bringelly PO and his father was 6 miles 

from there.
4
   

 

Patrick Dorahy and his family were involved in various aspects of the Public School 

at Greendale. An application was made to establish a school in April 1876 and local 

parents listed 38 potential pupils who lived within 2 miles of the proposed school - 

Patrick Dorahy listed 8 of his children, from Annie 14 to James 4, living ¾ mile from 

the proposed school. 
5
  

 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Births, 1860/11124; 1861/11772; 1863/12235; 1864/13616; 1866/13538; 1867/14919; 

1869/16836; 1872/16058; 1873/17121; 1875/18081; 1877/19130; 1879/21614 
2 Petition reprinted in Nepean Family History Society Timespan No.73, Dec 1998 
3 Nepean Electoral Roll 1869-70, Nepean Family History Society Record Series 16, 1985 
4 National Archives of Australia (Chester Hill, NSW), Post Office Files SP32/1 Greendale 1875-1900, SP32/1 

Alma Park 1890-1911. See also page 25 
5 State Records NSW, Greendale Public School File 5/16141.2 
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Part of a list of the parents willing to send their children to Greendale Public School 
1876 

 
SRNSW Public School Files  
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It would appear that the Dorahys ‘disliked’ the teacher Mr Lewis Henry. In 1879 Mr 

Henry wrote to the Department explaining why enrolment at the school had declined, 

and commented about the family of P Dorahy: ‘since enrolment all these children 

have left the school, the parent having objections to the Teacher’. An attendance 

summary for Greendale School in 1881 had John, Hugh, James, Sarah, Joseph and 

'Salvester' Dorahy attending (some of the time!).  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1882 some Greendale residents signed a petition to the District Inspector asking for 

the removal of the teacher, Mrs Annie Shannon, from the Public School because she 

had been ‘intoxicated’ - her 5 year old daughter had died on the morning of the day 

she was charged with being drunk. The Inspector heard from various witnesses 

supporting the petition and three supporting Mrs Shannon, namely Mrs Dorahey [sic], 

her daughter Ann, 21, and her husband Patrick. They said that Mrs Shannon was not 

drunk, but ‘wild with grief about the death of her child’. The charge of drunkenness 

was proved but it was recommended that she not be dismissed because of the 

extenuating circumstances and that she be given one more chance.
1
  

                                                 
1 State Records NSW, Greendale Public School File 5/16141.2 

 

Part of list of attendees at Greendale Public School 1881 
 

SRNSW Public School Files 
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Part of Inspector’s Report, Greendale Public School Inquiry, 1882 
 

SRNSW Public School Files 
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Patrick Dorahy died on 20 August 1885; he had apparently been suffering from 

‘Inflammation of the Bowel’ for 9 days. He was only 52 years old. The informant for 

his death certificate was his son William Dorahy, Greendale.
1
 Patrick was buried at 

Greendale Cemetery the next day.  

 

Mr John Grant, teacher at Greendale Public School wrote to the Inspector of Schools 

asking for leave of absence for Friday, 21 August, to attend the funeral of Mr P 

Dorahy: ‘an old resident of the district and an intimate friend of mine’.
2
  

 

The Nepean Times of 29 Aug 1885 recorded in its Local News section: 

 
Death of an Old Resident – We are sorry to have to record the death of Mr. P. 

Dorahy, of Greendale. The deceased was taken ill on Monday, August 10
th
, and after 

a short but painful illness expired on the following Thursday morning. The deceased 

resided in the locality for over 40 years, and was well-known and highly respected. 

To make matters more melancholy, his eldest daughter [Annie] was married just a 

week before his demise. He was interred at Greendale on Friday afternoon.  

 

In Memoriam notices for Patrick Dorahy were inserted in The Nepean Times 

newspaper in 1886 by ‘his loving parents Wm. & A. Dorahy’, and in 1888 by ‘his 

loving wife B. Dorahy’: 

 
He has gone to rest, his troubles are o’er, 

He has done with sorrow and pain, 

And the ills of this life he patiently bore 

Will never distress him again. 

 

In his Will, signed with a very unsteady hand two days before his death, Patrick 

Dorahy, farmer, Greendale, bequeathed all his estate to his wife Bridget (provided she 

remained unmarried), and £20 to each of his children when they reached the age of 

21. Upon Bridget's death, his estate was to be divided equally between all his 

children, including Bridget Mary, his daughter by his first wife. The Executors were 

his wife Bridget and eldest son William Joseph Dorahy. The will was in the 

handwriting of Patrick’s landlord, J T C Mayne, and the surname was spelled as 

Dorahey.  

 

In Patrick Dorahy’s Deceased Estate File his total assets were valued at £260 with no 

real estate.  His assets included 9 horses, 24 cows, calves, pigs, waggon, harness, 

ploughs, dray, furniture, utensils, farm implements. Debts included money owing to 

the wheelwright for repairs, rent owed to J C Mayne, and agistment of stock to J C 

Mayne and A Vicary.
3
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1885/12739 
2 SRNSW, Greendale Public School File 
3 SRNSW, Deceased Estate Files 
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Bridget Dorahy and family after death of Patrick 

Only two weeks after losing her husband, Bridget Dorahy had another sad and tragic 

loss – the death of daughter Sarah Mary Dorahy, aged only 12 years. Sarah died 8 

September 1885 of ‘Brain fever [meningitis?] and Exhaustion’, suffered for 12 days.
1
 

According to family oral history Sarah died of a 'broken heart' or 'fretted to death' 

over the loss of her father two weeks previously. Bridget had two headstones erected 

in Greendale Cemetery, one for her husband Patrick and daughter Sarah Mary and one 

just for Sarah Mary.  

 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1885/12745 

Part of Patrick Dorahy’s Will 
 

SRNSW Probate files 
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Bridget Dorahy, widow, stayed on in Greendale with her family. Her unmarried sons, 

still living at home, farmed the land. Two other sons lived nearby – John was a farmer 

at Badgerys Creek and James was a dairy farmer at Wallacia.
1
 In 1900 Bridget 

Dorahy’s name was included on a list of residents served by Greendale Post Office, 

most of whom were objecting to the relocation of the Post Office.
2
 

 

In the 1901 Australian Census for Penrith District, Bringelly sub-district, Bridget 

Dorahy, Greendale, was named as head of a household of 3 males and 1 female. In the 

1906 Electoral Roll for Division of Nepean, Subdivision of Bringelly North, Bridget 

Dorahy, home duties, was living in Greendale with sons Joseph and Sylvester 

[Henry]. However, it would appear that when son Henry married Mabelle Barr in 

1907, Bridget went to live with them – she was listed in the 1909, 1913 and 1917 

Electoral Rolls in the Subdivision of St Marys at ‘Brooklyn’ with Henry and Mabelle 

Dorahy.
3
 In the next few years before she died Bridget lived with her daughters 

Catherine (at Enfield) and Annie (at Moss Vale). 

 

                                                 
1 Wise’s 1904 Post Office Directory 
2 National Archives of Australia (Chester Hill, NSW), Post Office Files SP32/1 Greendale 1875-1900, SP32/1 

Alma Park 1890-1911 
3 Australian Electoral Rolls, State Library MSW 

Greendale Cemetery 

 

Patrick and Sarah Mary Dorahy 
 

[This photo was taken in 2004 and 
the broken headstone has 

deteriorated markedly since - it is 
lying on the ground and is subject to 

weathering] 
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Bridget Dorahy, née Coffey, died 12 November 1919 at Moss Vale from ‘Senile 

decay and Gastric Influenza’, aged 84.
1
 The informant was her son-in-law, Peter Nies, 

Moss Vale. Bridget was buried in the Catholic section of St Marys General Cemetery 

on 15 November 1919. A family story relates that it was intended that Bridget’s coffin 

be brought from Moss Vale for burial in Greendale Cemetery with her husband 

Patrick, but it had been raining so much that the ground at Greendale was waterlogged 

and instead she had to be buried at St Marys.
2
 Her headstone is located nearby that of 

her son Henry Dorahy and daughter Annie Nies. [The old headstone viewed in the 

1990s has since been replaced by a ‘modern’ black granite slab.]  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridget Dorahy made out her Will on 22 October 1919, three weeks before she died. 

She was at that time living with her daughter Catherine Petith at Tennyson Street, 

Enfield. She had apparently been at Enfield for some time because she bequeathed to 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1919/24202 
2 Oral history from John (Jack) Dorahy, Perth 1924-1999 [William, Patrick, James]. Research through the NSW 

Bureau of Meteorology website has found that there was very little rain in Sydney on or about those dates, but 

statistics for the Penrith area have not been recorded for that time so maybe it did rain harder there!  

St Marys General 
Cemetery  

Bridget Dorahy  
(headstone until 1990s?) 

 
H Patterson 1992 

St Marys General 
Cemetery 

Bridget Dorahy  
(new headstone)  

 
H Patterson 2012 
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the Rev. John Considine, Parish Priest of St Joseph’s Church, Enfield, the sum of £5 

‘that he may offer Masses for the repose of my soul’ and £10 ‘that he may purchase 

some article of use for his said Church’. The will continued: ‘To my daughter 

Catherine Petith the sum of one hundred pounds, and the remainder of the money 

standing in my name in the books of the Banks – after my funeral expenses are paid – 

to be divided in equal shares among all my own children’. [The reference to her own 

children would indicate that she did not intend her step-daughter to inherit her 

estate!]. Bridget Dorahy appointed her son Hugh Dorahy of Wentworthville as her 

executor.
1
 

 

Bridget Dorahy’s Deceased Estate File revealed that she had left an estate of over 

£1500, including money in the banks and jewellery - a rather large amount for an 

‘old’ lady who had been widowed for over 20 years. This total included a voluntary 

disposition made in March 1919 of a gift of £100 to each of her 9 [?] children: 

Catherine Petith, Annie Nies, William Dorahy, Michael Dorahy, John Dorahy, Hugh 

Dorahy, James Dorahy, Joseph Dorahy and Francis Louis Dorahy [no mention was 

made of Henry in that schedule]. There was also an affidavit made by Annie Nies of 

Moss Vale naming her brothers who were to share in their mother’s estate [her sister 

Catherine Petith had already been left a legacy]: William Dorahy of Willow Glen 

Victoria, Michael Dorahy of St Marys, John Dorahy of Badgery Creek, Hugh Dorahy 

of Wentworthville, James Dorahy of Wallacia, Joseph Dorahy of Wentworthville, 

Henry Sylvester Dorahy of St Marys and Francis Louis Dorahy of Mayfield near 

Newcastle.
2
 

 

  

                                                 
1 SRNSW Probate Packet 4.99406 
2 SRNSW Deceased Estate Files 
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Chapter 8 

William Dorahy and Julia Coffey 

William was born on the ship Adam Lodge near the end of its voyage to Australia in 

1837. He was the fourth child of William and Ann Dorahy of County Tyrone, Ireland. 

He married Julia Coffey. 

William Dorahy (1837-1918) 

William Dorahy was born 12 July 1837 on board the ship Adam Lodge. He was the 

fourth child of William and Ann Dorahy – his elder sister Catherine and eldest brother 

Patrick had survived the journey from Ireland to Australia but his brother Hugh had 

died on the ship. William grew up in Greendale and in 1859 married Julia Coffey of 

Frogmore.  

 

Julia Coffey (ca.1838-1903) 

Julia Coffey was born about 1838 in Oola, County Limerick, Ireland – the fifth of the 

nine known children of Patrick and Catherine Coffey. She was an assisted immigrant 

to Victoria with her two older sisters Mary and Bridget, on the Epsom, arriving in 

Geelong 27 April 1855.
1
 Julia [‘Julian’ on the Epsom Passenger List] Coffey was 18 

years old, Roman Catholic, could read and write and was a Domestic Servant. When 

their employment time was completed the three Coffey sisters left Melbourne on the 

coastal vessel City of Sydney and arrived in Sydney 3 September 1855.
2
 

 

 Julia and her sisters probably went to live with their uncles Henry and Ralph Nash 

who were living near Penrith. In 1856 they were joined by their parents and their 

other siblings. The Coffey family then lived at ‘Frogmore’, near Penrith. [see insert 

on Coffey and Nash families on page 55 in previous chapter] 

 

Julia was the first of the Coffey children to marry. She married William Dorahy at St 

Nicholas Church, Penrith, on 31 January 1859. Julia was described as a spinster, born 

Co. Limerick [Co. Tipperary had been written but crossed out], Ireland, age 21, a 

farmer’s daughter of Frogmore. William was a bachelor, born New South Wales, age 

21, farmer of Greendale. The witnesses were Patrick Dorahy and Mary Coffey and the 

Celebrant was the Rev. Michael Brennan.
 3

 

                                                 
1 Public Record Office Victoria, Assisted Immigration, Fiche 088, Book 12, p.78 
2 SRNSW Reel 402 
3 NSW Registry of BDM, Marriage, 1859/2723; St. Nicholas of Myra, Penrith, Parish Registers SAG Reel 215 
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William and Julia Dorahy and family  

William and Julia Dorahy first lived in Greendale where William was a tenant farmer 

with his father William and his brother Patrick. The first of their 10 children
1
 was 

Catherine, born September 1859 at Greendale.  Then followed: William, 1861, 

Patrick Joseph, 1862, Michael, 1864, and Hugh, 1866, who were all born at 

Greendale.  John was born in February 1868 at Luddenham but died from Diarrhoea 

10 months later – he was buried at Greendale Cemetery on Christmas Day 1868 and 

his parents erected a headstone there.
2
 Annie, 1870, was also born at Luddenham, 

where William had become a butcher. The family then moved away from the Nepean 

area to Sydney where James, 1874, was born at Chippendale, and Joseph John, 

1877, and Francis Bede, 1879, were both born at Paddington. 

 

In the 1872 and 1875-77 Greville’s Post Office Directory for the district of Mulgoa, 

William Dorahy was listed as a butcher of Luddenham. It is not known why William 

chose to leave farming at Greendale and take up butchering in nearby Luddenham, but 

it is possible that the small farm holdings could not support three families, or perhaps 

he saw greater opportunities in the butchering business. After a few years in 

Luddenham the family moved to Sydney – there is oral history that William and his 

brother Patrick had a serious difference of opinion over some matter, apparently 

fuelled by an over-indulgence in whisky.
3
 The family would appear to have been 

living at ‘Pennant Hills’ in 1873, as that was the address given for William and Julia 

Dorahy when Letters of Administration were granted for the Intestate Estate of Julia’s 

father Patrick Coffey.
4
  

 

William Dorahy would seem to have been a carter and dray proprietor over the next 

years, living at Wattle Street, Chippendale, (1874) and Dowling Street, Paddington, 

(1877, 1879) as evidenced in the birth certificates of his children. In Wise’s Post 

Office Directory of 1886-87 William Dorahy was living at 43 Oxford Street, 

Paddington, then from 1889 until his death William Dorahy’s address in the Sands 

Directories was 100 Darling Street, Glebe, then 104 Darling Street, Glebe.  

 

There is very little documentation for the family in this period. However, details of a 

‘False Pretences Case’ in 1896 were reported in a number of newspapers.
5
 It appears 

that a John Behan, an inspector for the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals, had wrongfully obtained money from William Dorahy, a drayman, and his 

employee Alfred Seifert for supposedly working a horse which was in a ‘state unfit 

for work’, that he had ‘further pretended that a summons had been issued, and on the 

strength of that pretence had obtained 5s 6d from Dorahy to have the summons 

withdrawn and the matter hushed up’.
6
  The Sydney Morning Herald of 4 June 1896 

reported: 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Births, 1859/11508, 1861/11612, 1862/12433, 1864/13534, 1866/13574, 1868/6157, 

1870/15617, 1874/2655, 1877/5052, 1879/5823; some also in St. Nicholas of Myra, Penrith, Parish Registers SAG 

Reel 215 
2 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1868/6157 
3 Oral history from Michael Dorahy [William, Michael, William, Vincent] 
4 SRNSW, Probate Packet 9807.1. Patrick Coffey died 1872  
5 Digitised by the National Library of Australia, Trove, trove.nla.gov.au 
6 The West Australian, 1 May 1896, also The [Adelaide] Advertiser, 1 May 1896,  
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Quarter Sessions - Wednesday (Before Judge Docker and a jury of 12) 

Alleged False Pretences. 

 

   John Behan was charged that he did falsely pretend to William Dorahy that he, the 

said John Behan, had taken out a summons against William Dorahy and Alfred 

Seifert, and that he had paid the sum of 5s 6d for issuing the same, and the said John 

Behan then made to William Dorahy the following wilfully false statement "That if 

the said William Dorahy would pay him 5s 6d he would endeavour to prevent the 

charge preferred in the summons from being further proceeded with" ... [and]  the 

said John Behan did obtain from William Dorahy the sum of 6s, his property, with 

intent to defraud.    

   ...  The facts of the case for the prosecution were that on the 15th March, in 

Mitchell-street, Glebe, Behan, who was an inspector of the Society for the Prevention 

of Cruelty to Animals, and Dorahy, told him that he had taken out a summons against 

him and his man Seifert because the latter had worked a horse that was lame, and that 

he would try and have the summons withdrawn if the costs, 5s 6d, were paid. Dorahy 

handed him 6s, and said that amount would be near enough, and afterwards purchased 

a liniment for 3s 6d to apply to his horse's leg. Subsequently it was ascertained that no 

summons had been taken out at any of the police courts. Inquiries were made by 

Detective Goulder, and then proceedings were taken. 

   The case for the defence was that when Behan met Dorahy he said, "I'll have to take 

out a summons." Behan denied that he had ever received any money from Dorahy, 

and said that the story of the prosecution as far as that was concerned was a 

fabrication. 

   Behan was found guilty and remanded for sentence.     

 

The judge said that the prisoner had been convicted on a clear case of blackmail. He 

sentenced Behan to two years' hard labour.  

 

 

Julia Dorahy, née Coffey, died 26 January 1903 at Glebe, aged 65. The cause of 

death was ‘Carcinoma of the Colon and Stomach’ which she had suffered for one 

year, and ‘Cancerous Cachexia’ [emaciation or wasting due to cancer] which she had 

for 4 weeks.
1
 The informant was her son James Dorahy, Glebe. Julia was buried the 

next day in the Catholic section of Rookwood Cemetery. Her husband William had a 

headstone erected in her honour, and on it was noted that Julia Dorahy was ‘Native of 

Co. Limerick, Ireland’.  

 

A newspaper obituary
2
 noted: 

 
Mrs. Dorahy, Glebe. We regret to record the death, at the age of 65, of Mrs. Dorahy, 

the wife of Mr. W. Dorahy, of Darling street, Glebe. Mrs. Dorahy, who was 

submitted to an operation, failed to rally, and died very calmly and peacefully on 

Monday, January 26. The funeral, which moved from her late residence, took place 

on Tuesday, and was very largely attended. The rites at the grave were performed by 

the Rev. Father Murphy. Mrs. Dorahy was a daughter of the late Mr. Coffey, of 

Orange, and arrived in this State nearly 50 years ago, and the large number of friends 

who followed her remains to the grave bore eloquent testimony to the regret that was 

caused by the death of one who, by her religion, charity and fervent piety, no less 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1903/2887 
2 Unknown newspaper - clipping in possession of descendants of Margaret (Dorahy) Redwin 



70 

 

than by her cheerful hope and quiet, gentle, womanly sympathy with suffering of 

every kind, won the love and respect of all. She leaves behind her a family of seven 

sons and two daughters, who have the deep sympathy of many friends in their sad 

bereavement.  

 

William and family after Julia’s death 

In the few surviving photos of William, he is shown with white hair and beard. 

Apparently he used to show great tolerance when his great-grandson Bill [William 

Dorahy b 1913] used to pull his beard - ‘though he had tears in his eyes he would not 

stop Bill from doing it’.
1
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Marie Beedles, (great-granddaughter of William), oral history, 2012 

Four generations of Dorahys 
ca. 1914 

 

l-r: William (1837-1918), William (1886-1929), 
William (on knee) (1913-1995), Michael (1864-1948) 
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For the years after Julia’s death William probably lived with various members of his 

family. It was at the Dundas home of his son Patrick Joseph that William Dorahy 

died on 4 July 1918. He died, aged 81, from ‘Senile decay’, one year. The informant 

was P J Dorahy, son, ‘Checkley’, Dundas.
1
 The burial took place the next day at 

Rookwood Cemetery where William was buried with his wife Julia. 

 

A newspaper obituary
2
 recorded: 

  
We regret to have to record the death of Mr. William Dorahy, which occurred on the 

4th inst., at the residence of his son, Mr. P. J. Dorahy, 'Checkly', Dundas. The 

deceased, who was born at sea, arrived in Sydney with his parents in 1837, and spent 

his boyhood and early manhood days at Greendale, in the Penrith district, where, with 

his father, he engaged in farming pursuits. Subsequently he took up butchering and 

stock-dealing. In 1858 he married Julia, daughter of Mr. P. Coffey, of Frogmore, who 

predeceased him 15 years ago. Six sons and two daughters survive him, as well as 

numerous grand and great grandchildren. During the brief illness which preceded his 

death, Rev. Father Foxall ministered to his spiritual needs. His funeral was largely 

attended. ... 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1918/3509. 
2 Unknown newspaper - clipping in possession of descendants of Margaret (Dorahy) Redwin 
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Chapter 9 

Bridget Dorahy and Ludwig Anschau 

Bridget Dorahy was the eighth and youngest child of William and Ann Dorahy. She 

was born in Greendale, NSW. Bridget married Ludwig/Louis Joseph Anschau. 

Bridget Dorahy (1846-1929) 

Bridget Dorahy was born 11 April 1846 in Greendale NSW.
1
 She was the eighth child 

born to Irish emigrants William and Ann Dorahy – her eldest sister Catherine, eldest 

brother Patrick and third eldest brother William survived, but Hugh, Mary, Sarah and 

Michael all died in infancy or early childhood.  Bridget was baptised at Greendale and 

her baptism was recorded in the registers of St Nicholas, Penrith, with sponsors 

Joseph Dawson and Eliza Dawson [relationship to family unknown] by celebrant Rev. 

Jerome Keating.
2
 Bridget Dorahy grew up in Greendale and married Ludwig Anschau 

there in 1867. 

 

Ludwig/Louis Joseph Anschau (1843-1935) 

Ludwig Joseph Anschau was also known as Louis, Lewis, Ludovic or just Joseph. 

The surname has been recorded as Anschaw, Anshaw, Anschan, Auschan and 

Auschau.  Ludwig was born in Trechtingshausen, Rhineland, Germany, in 1843, the 

sixth child of Franz Joseph Anschau and Elizabeth, née Castello/Kastell. The family 

were assisted immigrants on the Beulah arriving NSW in 1849 with other German 

migrants who had been brought out to work as ‘vinedressers’ in the vineyards of 

propertied colonists such as the Cox family of Mulgoa. The Anschau family on the 

Beulah were Franz Joseph, 44, vinedresser, his wife Elizabeth, 43, and their 6 children 

Philip, 21, Franz, 20, Johann [John], 15, Elizabeth, 11, Apollonia, 9, and [Ludwig] 

Joseph, 5.
3
   

 

The Anschaus were first employed in the vineyards of the Mulgoa estates of Edward 

Cox. Franz and his elder sons then purchased portions of the ‘Luddenham Estate’ 

when it was subdivided in 1859.
4
 They farmed this land and also grew their own 

vines. Ludwig worked on his father’s rural property at Luddenham before his 

marriage, and also as a blacksmith in Luddenham village.  

 

Ludwig Anschau married Bridget Dorahy on 14 July 1867 at the R C Chapel at 

Greendale. A witness at the marriage was the bride’s brother William Dorahy.
5
  

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Baptism, 1846/Vol.63/902; SRNSW Reel 5022 
2 St. Nicholas of Myra, Penrith, Parish Register, SAG Reel 215 
3 SRNSW Reel 2459 
4 Lawrence Salter, ‘The Anschau Family: An Illustration of the changes in land settlement and social structure in 

the Bringelly district during the second half of the Nineteenth Century’, Lithgow, 1981; Penrith City Library, 

Local Studies Collection 
5 NSW Registry of BDM, Marriage, 1867/2862 
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Louis Joseph and Bridget Anschau and family 

Bridget and her husband had 14 children (one of whom died in infancy) and all were 

born at Luddenham.
1
 Joseph Francis was born in 1868, followed by William, 1869 

(who died in 1871 and was buried in Greendale Catholic Cemetery)
2
, Francis 

Bernard, 1870, William Patrick, 1872, Annie Mary, 1873, Herbert Lawrence, 

1875, Florence Elizabeth, 1877, Catherine Maude, 1879, Vincent Daniel, 1880, 

Sarah Mary, 1882, Patrick [John] Augustine, 1885, Austin Montague, 1886, 

Norman Bede, 1889 and Rupert Louis, 1890. Most of these births were recorded 

with the father’s first name given as ‘Joseph’ and the surname with a great variety of 

spellings. It is understood that Bridget asked her husband to use the name ‘Louis’ or 

‘Lewis’ instead of ‘Ludwig’ when anti-German feelings became apparent in later 

years.  

 

It is believed that, in January 1869, Ludwig, as was his custom, walked into Sydney to 

meet the German boat. It happened that was the day that St Mary’s temporary wooden 

cathedral burned down (the previous one had burned down in 1865). ‘He was sifting 

through the ashes and found a crucifix which he brought home. Bridget would not let 

him bring it into the house as she said he had stolen it and being stolen from the 

church it would bring bad luck. He cut a niche in a tree in which he placed the cross 

and bound it in place with wire.’
3
 

 

Starting in the 1870s, Louis Anschau purchased a total of 180 acres of the Luddenham 

estate for farming, including, in 1883, one of the smaller portions of the estate which 

was to become the basis of his ‘Ferndale’ property.
4
 As well as farming on the 

property, the Anschaus set up a tannery and it was in this industry that the family 

prospered.  

 

An anecdote passed down through the Anschau family was that ‘Bridget, to entertain 

the children, would take them to play in the creek at the bottom of the property where 

they would pick reeds and make plaited hats, which the children would wear to 

school. The children attended the little bush school and although leaving school at 

about 13 they could read and speak well.’
5
  

 

Another family story concerned an aboriginal boy, Ewan Rose, who had been 

working for the circus and was taken on by Bridget and Ludwig. ‘The children said 

that he was the best toy they ever had. He was afraid of nothing. They said he would 

swim the flooded creek and climb the tallest tree without turning a hair.’
 6
 

 

The firm of L J Anschau & Sons began in a small way, but in 1902 they found that 

increasing trade called for more extensive premises and they were able to purchase 

the Colonial Tannery at St Marys/South Creek, formerly known as Page’s Tannery.
7
 

Ownership of the site was transferred to Lewis Joseph and Joseph Francis Anschau 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Births, 1868/15053, 1869/16741, 1870/15783, 1872/16187, 1874/17580, 1876/18619, 

1877/19095, 1879/21616, 1881/22895, 1882/23998, 1885/28185, 1886/29119, 1889/29197, 1890/28452 
2 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1871/5446 
3 Carol Baker ( Dorahy/Anschau descendant), Correspondence 2012 
4 Lawrence Salter, ‘The Anschau Family’, 1981 
5 Carol Baker, Correspondence 2012 
6 Carol Baker, Correspondence 2012 
7 Penrith City e-history: www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au, Page’s Tannery 
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and the business was known as L J Anschau & Sons, Tanners and Blucher [boots] 

Manufacturers, St Marys. Fourteen men were employed at the factory, of whom nine 

were members of the Anschau family. One hundred hides were treated weekly and the 

boots were sold to footwear retailers in Sydney. The tannery closed down in 1911 and 

the buildings were demolished.
1
   

 

When the Anschaus sold the St Marys tannery the family moved to the Parramatta 

district where Ludwig and sons set up bootmaking businesses, tanneries and furniture 

factories. In 1912 Ludwig and Bridget moved to a home in George Street, Parramatta 

- the block extended though to Phillip Street.  

 

Ewan Rose, the aboriginal who had become part of the family, chose to stay on in St 

Marys. He joined the Army in 1915; he was taken on as a horse breaker. He became a 

corporal and at Flanders was recommended in dispatches. At the Somme he was again 

recommended for bravery and was awarded the Belgian Croix de Guerre by the King 

of Belgium. ‘Bridget and family were very proud of him’.
2
 

 

Both Louis/Lewis Anschau and his wife Bridget had to register as ‘aliens’ under the 

War Precautions (Aliens Registration) Regulations of 1916. Lewis’s father Franz 

Anschau was naturalised in 1859 and at the time this covered his children, but after 

Federation the law was amended and Lewis was deemed to be a non-British subject. 

As Bridget was married to a ‘subject of the German Empire’ she had to register as an 

alien along with her husband. They were both in their 70s at this time. They registered 

at the Police Station at Parramatta on 31 October 1916. At that time they were 

residing at George Street, Parramatta. Lewis Joseph Anschau was described as a 

retired farmer, 5 ft 6 ins tall with blue eyes and grey hair, while Bridget Mary 

Anschau was 5 ft 1 ½ ins tall with blue eyes and grey hair.
3
  

 

The Anschau house at 36 George Street, Parramatta, adjoined the first cinema in 

Parramatta, built by the Bennington brothers, and known as the Parramatta Picture 

Palace.
4
 It is understood that the Anschau house and the theatre shared a common 

wall. There is an anecdote that a window was cut in the tin construction to give the 

family a chance to view the silent movies. ‘The grandchildren really enjoyed this and 

it worked well until the young fellows and their girlfriends sitting in the back stalls 

started throwing peanuts at them’.
5
 

 

After Ludwig went deaf and later blind, Bridget managed the businesses with a firm 

hand, as she had run her family. In retirement Bridget and Louis continued to live in 

Parramatta with their unmarried children. In the 1925 Electoral Roll for the 

Subdivision of Parramatta, they were residing at 36 George Street, Parramatta, with 

Florence, Catherine, Daniel, Montague and Rupert.  

 

 

                                                 
1 Penrith City e-history, Page’s Tannery 
2 Carol Baker, Correspondence 2012 
3 National Archives of Australia, WWI Alien Registrations, Series SP 43/3, Box 70; also correspondence with 

Jenny Paterson and Elizabeth Allum, SAG German Interest Group 
4 NSW Heritage, www.heritage.nsw.gov.au. The old open-air cinema was demolished in 1923 and later replaced 

by the Art Deco style Civic Theatre which later became the Civic Arcade and it is now listed as being of state 

heritage significance 
5 Carol Baker, Correspondence 2012 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/
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Bridget Mary Anschau, née Dorahy, died at Parramatta on 10 October 1929, aged 

83. She died from ‘Auricular Fibrillation of Heart’, 6 years, and ‘Senility’. The 

informant was her son A M Anschau of 36 George Street, Parramatta.
1
 It is 

understood that her funeral Mass was concelebrated by the Bishop and six priests.  

 

Bridget was buried in St Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, North Parramatta. Bridget’s 

marble headstone acknowledged her Irish background with a decoration of shamrocks 

and the inscription: ‘In loving memory of our dear wife and mother Bridget Anschau, 

daughter of Wm. & Ann Dorahy (Tyrone Ireland)’.  

 

Louis Joseph Anschau was 92 when he died of ‘Senility’ at Strathfield on 5 

December 1935. The informant was his daughter Florence Anschau of 82 The 

Boulevarde, Strathfield.
2
 Louis was interred in the same plot at Parramatta Catholic 

Cemetery as his wife Bridget, and the headstone was inscribed with his original 

German first name ‘Ludwig’ Joseph Anschau.  

 

 

                                                 
1 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1929/23201 
2 NSW Registry of BDM, Death, 1935/24354 

Bridget (Dorahy) Anschau  
 

Source: Carol Baker, descendant 
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St Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, North Parramatta 
 

Headstone for Bridget and Ludwig Anschau  
 

 
 

 

 

 

  



79 

 

 
  



80 

 

  



81 

 

The Irish and German connections 

There appears to have been much social interaction between the Irish and German 

Catholic settlers in Greendale and surrounding districts. There were four marriages 

connecting the Irish Dorahy families to the German Anschau (and Nies and Petith) 

families: 

 

1. Bridget Dorahy, daughter of William and Ann Dorahy, married Ludwig/Louis 

Joseph Anschau, son of Franz and Elizabeth Anschau, in 1867.  

 

In the next generation, three of the grandchildren of William and Ann Dorahy married 

three of the grandchildren of Franz and Elizabeth Anschau: 

 

2. Annie Mary Dorahy, daughter of Patrick and Bridget Dorahy, married Peter 

Joseph Nies, son of Peter and Elizabeth (Anschau) Nies, in 1885. 

 

3. Catherine Mary Dorahy, daughter of Patrick and Bridget Dorahy, married 

Peter Petith, son of Frederick and Apollonia (Anschau) Petith, in 1891. 

 

4. John Francis Dorahy, son of Patrick and Bridget Dorahy, married Anna 

Maria/ Annie (Mary) Nies, daughter of Peter and Elizabeth (Anschau) Nies, in 

1893. 

 

 

Another connection with a family of German descent was the marriage of Francis 

Louis Dorahy (12
th

 of the 12 children of Patrick and Bridget Dorahy) to Florence 

Wedesweiler at Campbelltown in 1907. Florence was the granddaughter of Johann 

and Anna Wedesweiler who had emigrated from Germany in 1855.  
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‘Our selves are not only where we are,  
but where we have come from’ 

 

Patrick O’Farrell, historian of Ireland and Australia 
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The Dorahy family: 

The Irish origins and Australian 
descendants of William and Ann Dorahy 

 

 

 

 

 

Part B 

 

Dorahy descendants 1837-1937  
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Dorahy Street is a suburban street in the north-western Sydney suburb of Dundas, near 
Parramatta. The street runs off Kissing Point Road and adjoins the St Patrick’s Marist 
Brothers High School. It was on this school site and its surroundings that Patrick Joseph 
Dorahy (1862-1952) had a flourishing dairy farm for many years. The farm, ‘Checkley’, was 
on land originally owned by the family of Patrick’s wife Mary Nichols. Patrick and his son, 
John William Canice Dorahy (1891-1955), were involved in the local government of the area 
- they were Aldermen on the Council of the Municipality of Ermington and Rydalmere (now 
part of the City of Parramatta) for many years, and John served as Mayor for three terms. 
The street was named after both these Dorahys and their families. 

 

  

Dorahy St, Dundas (City of Parramatta) 
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Chapter 10 

 

Some Dorahy descendants: 

the first 100 years (1837-1937) 
 

 

William and Ann Dorahy had eight children, four of whom survived to adulthood. 

These four children, Catherine (Lovat), Patrick, William, Bridget (Anschau), married 

and had a total of 48 children between them. Many of these 48 grandchildren married 

and had children of their own.  

 

The first four generations are listed on the following pages - they are as accurate as 

could be ascertained from their descendants and from NSW Registry of Births Deaths 

and Marriages indexes. These include most of the Dorahys born in the first 100 years. 

There are also many fifth generation descendants born by 1937 and they are included 

in the list only if a biography has been received for them (or information supplied by a 

relative).  

 

The numbering system used is a modified D’Aboville system. In this system the 

prime ancestor, namely William Dorahy, is indicated by 1. The first child is 1.1, the 

first grandchild 1.1.1 and so forth. Where a descendant has two marriages, children of 

the first spouse are indicated by a, and the second by b. 

 

The names that are underlined in the list are the ones that have had a biography 

submitted. Their biographies follow. 
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1-William DORAHY 1808-1888  
(son of Hugh DORAHY and Catherine CAMPBELL) 
 +Ann TEAGUE/TAGUE  
 
 

|--1.1- Catherine DORAHY 1832-1907 
   +John LOVAT  
|      |--1.1.1 - Mary Ann LOVAT 1852-1913 
          +Thomas CROSS  
|      |--1.1.2 - Elizabeth Magdalen LOVAT 1854-1952 
          +John Alfred BYRNE  
|      |      |--1.1.2.1 - John Austin BYRNE  
|      |      |--1.1.2.2 - Marion BYRNE  
|      |      |--1.1.2.3 - Joseph Clement BYRNE  
|      |      |--1.1.2.4 - Thomas Leo BYRNE  
|      |      |--1.1.2.5 - Maude (Irene) BYRNE  
|      |      |--1.1.2.6 - May BYRNE  
|      |      |--1.1.2.7 - Vincent BYRNE 
|      |--1.1.3 - Sarah LOVAT 1856-1943 
          +Peter TULLY  
|      |      |--1.1.3.1 - John TULLY  
|      |      |--1.1.3.2 - Muriel TULLY  
|      |      |--1.1.3.3 - Catherine TULLY  
|      |      |--1.1.3.4 - Teresa TULLY  
|      |      |--1.1.3.5 - Maud TULLY  
|      |      |--1.1.3.6 - Mary TULLY  
|      |--1.1.4 - Thomas Joseph LOVAT 1858-1933 
          +Margaret BRAMSTON  
|      |      |--1.1.4.1 - Margaret LOVAT  
|      |      |--1.1.4.2 - John LOVAT  
|      |--1.1.5 - William James LOVAT 1860-1937 
|      |--1.1.6 - Catherine LOVAT 1863-1940 
|      |--1.1.7 - John Francis LOVAT 1865-1894 
|      |--1.1.8 - Teresa Bridget LOVAT 1867-1954 
|      |--1.1.9 - Johanna (Maud) LOVAT 1869-1900 
|      |--1.1.10 - Joseph Patrick LOVAT 1871-1942 
          +Sylvia JOHNSTONE  
|      |      |--1.1.10.1 - Dorothy LOVAT  
|      |      |--1.1.10.2 - John LOVAT  
|      |      |--1.1.10.3 - Vincent LOVAT  
|      |--1.1.11 - Vincent Ernest (Vivian) LOVAT 1875-1894 
 
 
 
 
 



87 

 

|--1.2 - Patrick DORAHY 1833-1885 
   + a Mary PIDGEON  

|      |--1.2.1a - Bridget Mary DORAHY 1857-1936 
          +Patrick Joseph WHOLOHAN 
|      |      |--1.2.1a.1 - Vincent Joseph WHOLOHAN  
|      |      |--1.2.1a.2 - Austin Bede Joseph WHOLOHAN  

    + b Bridget COFFEY  

|      |--1.2.1b - Annie Mary DORAHY (NIES) 1860-1944 
           +Peter Joseph NIES  
|      |--1.2.2b - William Joseph DORAHY 1861-1930 
          +Mary Ann LONG  
|      |      |--1.2.2b.1 - James DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.2b.2 - Ellen DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.2b.3 - Mary DORAHY  
|      |--1.2.3b - Catherine Mary DORAHY 1863-1952 
          +Peter PETITH  
|      |      |--1.2.3b.1 - Catherine Elsie PETITH  
|      |      |--1.2.3b.2 - Annie Mary PETITH  
|      |      |--1.2.3b.3 - Elsie Theresa PETITH  
|      |      |--1.2.3b.4 - Millicent Mary PETITH  
|      |      |--1.2.3b.5 - Peter Ernest PETITH  
|      |--1.2.4b - Patrick DORAHY 1864-1905 
|      |--1.2.5b - Michael DORAHY 1866-1941 
          +Ada Ellen SHEATHER  
|      |      |--1.2.5b.1 - Catherine Ada DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.5b.2 - Edith Ileen DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.5b.3 - Vera Jane DORAHY 
|      |      |--1.2.5b.4 - Eric Joseph DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.5b.5 - John James DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.5b.6 - Henry Edward DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.5b.7 - Bridget DORAHY  
|      |--1.2.6b - John Francis DORAHY 1867-1952 
          +Annie (Mary) NIES  
|      |      |--1.2.6b.1 - Gertrude Bridget DORAHY (PRICE) 1894-1975 
|      |      |      |--1.2.6b.1.1 - Joy Isabel PRICE (JONES) 1919-2006 
|      |      |      |--1.2.6b.1.2 - Nita Mary PRICE (ROBERTS) 1921- 
|      |      |      |--1.2.6b.1.3 - Ronald Sydney PRICE 1925-1991 
|      |      |--1.2.6b.2 - Bernard John DORAHY 1895-1996  
|      |      |--1.2.6b.3 - Kathleen Mary DORAHY (FLYNN) 1896-1991 
|      |      |      |--1.2.6b.3.1 - Patricia FLYNN (SALTER) 1923-2012 
|      |      |--1.2.6b.4 - Francis Joseph DORAHY 1898-1899 
|      |      |--1.2.6b.5 - Edwin Patrick DORAHY 1900-1988  
|      |      |--1.2.6b.6 - Leslie Joseph DORAHY 1903-1992 
|      |      |--1.2.6b.7 - Lawrence Desmond DORAHY 1905-1936 
|      |      |--1.2.6b.8 - Clare Annie DORAHY (FERRARI) 1908-2007  
|      |      |      |--1.2.6b.8.2 - Marion FERRARI (BROTHERS) 1934- 
|      |      |--1.2.6b.9 - Clifford Francis DORAHY 1911-1996  
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|      |      |--1.2.6b.10 - Maurice Reginald DORAHY 1915-2007  
|      |--1.2.7b - Hugh DORAHY 1869-1963 
          +Alice AUSTIN,  
|      |      |--1.2.7b.1 - Vincent Henry DORAHY 1899-1960 
|      |      |      |--1.2.7b.1.2 - Austin William (Mick) DORAHY 1923-2004 
|      |      |      |--1.2.7b.1.3 - Hugh (Allan ) DORAHY 1925-1997 
|      |      |      |--1.2.7b.1.4 - Leslie Joseph DORAHY 1927-1989 
|      |      |      |--1.2.7b.1.6 - Ronald Charles DORAHY 1929 - 
|      |      |      |--1.2.7b.1.7 - Vincent George DORAHY 1931-  
|      |      |--1.2.7b.2 - William Patrick (Bill) DORAHY 1900-1985 
|      |      |--1.2.7b.3 - Hugh Joseph (Joe) DORAHY 1901-1975 
|      |      |--1.2.7b.4 - Eileen Johanna Mary DORAHY 1903-2000 
|      |      |--1.2.7b.5 - Austin John (Jack) DORAHY 1904-1987 
|      |      |--1.2.7b.6 - Annie Patricia DORAHY 1905-1975 
|      |      |--1.2.7b.7 - Nicholas Reginald DORAHY 1911-1997  
|      |      |--1.2.7b.8 - Albert James (Pete) DORAHY 1913-1995 
|      |      |--1.2.7b.9 - Stanley Bede DORAHY 1916-1999  
|      |      |--1.2.7b.10 - Alice Evelyn DORAHY 1919- 
|      |--1.2.8b - James DORAHY 1872-1944 
          +Anastasia Ellen RYAN b 
|      |      |--1.2.8b.1 - Joseph John DORAHY 1902-1966 
|      |      |--1.2.8b.2 - Anastasia Mary DORAHY 1904-1973 
|      |      |--1.2.8b.3 - Margaret Dagmar DORAHY (REDWIN) 1907-2006 
|      |      |      |--1.2.8b.3.1 - Valerie Margaret REDWIN (RE) 1934- 
|      |      |      |--1.2.8b.3.2 - Ronald James REDWIN 1935- 
|      |      |--1.2.8b.4 - James Charles DORAHY 1910-1970 
|      |      |--1.2.8b.5 - Catherine Beatrice DORAHY 1912-1995 
|      |      |--1.2.8b.6 - Vincent Maurice DORAHY 1913-1964 
|      |      |--1.2.8b.7 - Phyllis Veronica DORAHY 1918-1920 
|      |      |--1.2.8b.8 - John Patrick DORAHY 1924-1999 
|      |--1.2.9b - Sarah Mary DORAHY 1873-1885 
|      |--1.2.10b - Joseph DORAHY 1875-1958 
          +Freda Annie LANGWORTHY  
|      |      |--1.2.10b.1 - Hugh Joseph (Tib) DORAHY 1909-2000 
|      |      |--1.2.10b.2 - Frances DORAHY 1913-1913 
|      |--1.2.11b - Henry Sylvester DORAHY 1878-1948 
          +Mabelle Electra BARR  
|      |      |--1.2.11b.1 - Mary Bridget DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.11b.2 - George Patrick DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.11b.3 - Josephine Sarah DORAHY 
|      |      |--1.2.11b.4 - Ellen Patricia DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.11b.5 - Annie Noreen DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.2.11b.6 - Norman James DORAHY  
|      |--1.2.12b - Francis Louis DORAHY 1879-1925 
          +Florence WEDESWEILER  
|      |      |--1.2.12b.1 - Harold DORAHY 1907-1997  
|      |      |--1.2.12b.2 - Kathleen Doris DORAHY (DOBSON) 1910-1983 
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|      |      |--1.2.12b.3 - Ronald Francis DORAHY 1918-2002 
|      |      |--1.2.12b.4 - Iris Dorahy 1920-1921 
|      |      |--1.2.12b.5 - Edna DORAHY (LYDON) 1923- 
 
 

|--1.3 - Hugh DORAHY 1835-1837 
 
 

|--1.4 - William DORAHY 1837-1918 
    +Julia COFFEY  

|     |--1.4.1 - Catherine DORAHY 1859-1945     
         +Patrick HAYES  
|      |--1.4.2 - William DORAHY 1861-1942 
         +Jane Ashdown STORM  
|      |--1.4.3 - Patrick Joseph DORAHY 1862-1951 
         +Mary NICHOLS  
|      |      |--1.4.3.1 - (Mary) Kathleen DORAHY (BARBER) 1889-1971 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.1.2 - Mary BARBER (O’BRIEN) 1919-2008 
|      |      |--1.4.3.2 - John William Canice DORAHY 1891-1955 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.2.1 - Catherine Mary DORAHY (GRANGER) 1929- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.2.2 - Patrick John DORAHY 1931- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.2.3 - Mary DORAHY (TAYLOR) 1932-2010 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.2.4 - John Timmins DORAHY 1935- 
|      |      |--1.4.3.3 - Thomas Meagher DORAHY 1894-1957 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.3.1 - Thomas Kevin DORAHY 1925- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.3.2 - Jeanette Marion DORAHY (CLEAR) 1926- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.3.3 - Terence Joseph DORAHY 1929-1983 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.3.4 - Judith Ann DORAHY 1933- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.3.3.5 - Robert Meagher DORAHY 1934- 
|      |--1.4.4 - Michael DORAHY 1864-1948 
         +Eva Matilda GALLIE  
|      |      |--1.4.4.1 - William Joseph DORAHY 1886-1929 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.1.1 - William Augustine DORAHY 1913-1997 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.1.2 - Joseph Raymond (Ray) DORAHY 1915-1999 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.1.3 - Vincent Owen DORAHY 1917-2002 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.1.4 - Marie Therese DORAHY (BEEDLES) 1921- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.1.5 - John Kevin DORAHY 1926- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.1.6 - Francis Gregory (Greg) DORAHY 1928-2003 
|      |      |--1.4.4.2 - George Francis DORAHY 1893-1951 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.2.1 - Patricia Mary DORAHY (GOLDBURG) 1920-2006 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.2.3 - Isabella Marie DORAHY (LUFF) 1924- 
|      |      |--1.4.4.3 - John DORAHY 1899-1976 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.3.1 - Peggy Catherine DORAHY (WILLIAMS) 1924- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.4.3.2 - John Joseph DORAHY 1926- 
|      |--1.4.5 - Hugh DORAHY 1866-1910 
         +a Bridget Mary VAUGHAN  
|      |      |--1.4.5.1 - William Francis DORAHY  
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|      |      |--1.4.5.2 - Margaret DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.4.5.3 - Thomas Joseph DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.4.5.4 - Vincent Hugh DORAHY 1898-1940 
|      |      |--1.4.5.5 - Mary Agnes DORAHY (BROWN) 1899-1998  
         +b Margaret VAUGHAN  
|      |--1.4.6 - John DORAHY 1868-1868 
|      |--1.4.7 - Annie DORAHY 1870-1944 
|      |--1.4.8 - James DORAHY 1874-1954 
          +Clara Caroline CARRUTHERS  
|      |      |--1.4.8.1 - Myrtle Julia DORAHY (McCARTHY) 1900-1969  
|      |      |      |--1.4.8.1.1 - Marie Frances McCARTHY (WILEY) 1929-2007 
|      |      |      |--1.4.8.1.2 - Mavis Eileen McCARTHY (FLYNN) 1932- 
|      |      |      |--1.4.8.1.3 - Peter McCARTHY 1935- 
|      |      |--1.4.8.2 - Emily Doris DORAHY 1902-1978 
|      |      |--1.4.8.3 - Mavis DORAHY 1906-1930 
|      |--1.4.9 - Joseph John (Jack) DORAHY 1877-1957 
          +Jane Agnes BROWN  
|      |      |--1.4.9.1 - Catherine DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.4.9.2 - Margaret Joan DORAHY  
|      |--1.4.10 - Francis Bede DORAHY 1879-1918 
          +Kate MULLER  
|      |      |--1.4.10.1 - Annie DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.4.10.2 - Percy DORAHY  
|      |      |--1.4.10.3 - D'arcy DORAHY  
 
 

|--1.5 - Mary DORAHY 1839-1846 
 
 

|--1.6 - Sarah DORAHY 1841-1853 
 
 

|--1.7 - Michael DORAHY 1842-1844 
 
 

|--1.8 - Bridget DORAHY 1846-1929 
    +Ludwig Joseph ANSCHAU  

|      |--1.8.1 - Joseph Francis ANSCHAU 1868-1942 
         +Lillian O'REILLY 
|      |      |--1.8.1.1 - Wilfred ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.1.2 - Florence ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.1.3 - Reginald ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.1.4 - Marjorie ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.1.5 - Harold ANSCHAU 
|      |--1.8.2 - William ANSCHAU 1869-1871 
|      |--1.8.3 - Francis Bernard ANSCHAU 1870-1958 
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          +Beatrice GASCOIGNE    
|      |      |--1.8.3.1 - Frances ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.3.2 - Beatrice ANSCHAU 
|      |--1.8.4 - William Patrick ANSCHAU 1872-1941 
          +Sophia HAWKINS 
|      |      |--1.8.4.1 - Joseph ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.4.2 - Mary ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.4.3 - Sophia ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.4.4 - Beatrice ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.4.5 - Veronica ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.4.6 - Josephine ANSCHAU 
|      |--1.8.5 -Annie Mary ANSCHAU 1873-1946 
          +Owen WILLIAMS 
|      |--1.8.6 - Herbert Lawrence ANSCHAU 1875-1955 
         +Mary CONNOR 
|      |      |--1.8.6.1 - Mary ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.6.2 - Brian ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.6.3 - Dorothy ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.6.4 - Bernard ANSCHAU 
|      |--1.8.7 - Florence Elizabeth ANSCHAU 1877-1971 
|      |--1.8.8 - Catherine Maude ANSCHAU 1879-1972 
|      |--1.8.9 - Vincent Daniel ANSCHAU 1880-1964 
          +Grace THOMPSON 
|      |      |--1.8.9.1 - Gwendoline Mary ANSCHAU (HOPE) 1915-2005 
|      |      |--1.8.9.2 - Keith ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.9.3 - Margaret ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.9.4 - Kathleen ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.9.5 - Joan ANSCHAU 
|      |--1.8.10 - Sarah Mary ANSCHAU 1882-1969 
          +Frederick SIGGS 
|      |      |--1.8.10.1 - Edmond SIGGS 
|      |      |--1.8.10.2 - Patricia SIGGS 
|      |      |--1.8.10.3 - Monica SIGGS 
|      |      |--1.8.10.4 - John SIGGS 
|      |--1.8.11 - Patrick Augustine ANSCHAU 1885-1974 
         +Stella GARNER  
|      |--1.8.12 - Austin Montague ANSCHAU 1886-1955 
|      |--1.8.13 - Norman Bede ANSCHAU 1889-1965 
          +Mary FERGUS 
|      |      |--1.8.13.1 - Louis ANSCHAU 
|      |      |--1.8.13.2 - Patricia ANSCHAU 
|      |--1.8.14 - Rupert Louis ANSCHAU 1890-1972 
       +Edna TURNBULL 
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Dorahy family biographies 

 

Introduction 

 

The following biographies have been provided by Dorahy descendants and relatives 

and are reasonably representative of the first 100 years of the extended family in 

Australia. I would like to express my sincere thanks to all contributors for their 

submissions. Unfortunately, some lines of Dorahy descent have not been covered as it 

has been difficult to establish contact with many of them and others have chosen not 

to participate.  

 

The contributors have supplied the information and photographs for the 

biographies. They are responsible for the factual content.  

 

In many cases I have had to edit the biographies to keep within a one page limit and to 

put them in a consistent format. I apologise if I have omitted anything of significance 

or inadvertently made errors.  

 

I have used the style and editorial guidelines of the 6
th

 edition of the Commonwealth 

of Australia ‘Style Manual for Authors, Editors and Printers’. 

 

An editorial decision that I made was to exclude exact birth dates for living 

individuals. This is for consideration of their privacy and to avoid the remote 

possibility of identity fraud. For the same reasons, the surnames of living 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren have not been included. 

 

 

Helen Patterson 2012 
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1.2b.1     Annie Mary Nies, née Dorahy (1860-1944) 

Submitted by Lawrence Salter, great-grandson of Annie’s brother John 

Annie Mary Dorahy was born at Greendale on 14 October 1860, the eldest of the 

twelve children of Patrick Dorahy and Bridget née Coffey. After attending the local 

school, Annie took up domestic duties on the family property. On 12 August 1885, 

she married Peter Joseph Nies who had formerly been living with his family at 

Badgerys Creek before entering the NSW Police Force. The wedding was held at her 

father's residence at Greendale. 

 

Over the next 32 years, Annie moved to different centres throughout New South 

Wales following Peter's police postings. Annie was very conscious of her position in 

the community and maintained high standards of dress. She put considerable effort 

into furnishing and decorating the police residences provided and throughout this time 

engaged part time assistance with household duties. In later years, Annie employed a 

lady's companion. 

 

Peter had the reputation for being an efficient officer and was quickly promoted 

through the ranks of the NSW Police Force reaching the rank of Sub-Inspector of 

Police. During his years of service, Peter had been stationed at Dapto, Bulli, 

Mittagong, Picton, Parramatta, Windsor, Moss Vale, Walgett and Hay. 

 

Over the years Peter and Annie purchased parcels of land of land at Badgerys Creek 

which they leased to local residents. In 1913, Annie purchased her mother's house at 

Greendale and had the house relocated to her allotment of land at Badgerys Creek, 

which she sold to the newly appointed school teacher, James Neville. Annie 

subsequently shared the care of her ageing mother Bridget Dorahy with her younger 

sister Kate Petith. 

 

Following Peter's retirement in 1918, Annie and Peter moved back to Moss Vale 

where they purchased a residence in Elizabeth Street. On 27 February 1922, Annie 

alerted the police when Peter did not return from blackberrying and fishing earlier in 

the day. A search party conducted a search of the Bong Bong River and located 

Peter's body. The inquest on 6 March 1922 determined the cause of death as 

accidental drowning which was caused by a cramp while he was swimming. The 

incident was reported in the major newspapers of the time.  

 

Annie continued to reside at Moss Vale throughout the 1920s and later moved to St 

Marys, NSW, to live with her brother Harry (Henry) and his family. Annie died at St 

Marys on 14 June 1944. 
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1.2.5b     Michael Dorahy (1866-1941)  

Submitted by Helen Patterson, granddaughter of Michael’s brother Joseph 

Michael Joseph Dorahy was born on 21 April 1866 in Greendale, the fifth child of 

Patrick Dorahy and Bridget, née Coffey.  

 

He married Ada Ellen Sheather in 1895 at Petersham. Michael and Ada lived and 

farmed in the St Marys area for about 20 years before moving to Dorrigo with their 

five surviving children: Catherine, Edith, Vera, Eric and John (Henry and Bridget had 

died in infancy). While living at Dorrigo, Michael had an accident that ‘caused his 

mind to become unbalanced’ and he was admitted to the Mental Hospital at 

Parramatta on 23 March 1927. Hugh Dorahy, a younger brother of Michael’s, had 

worked at the Parramatta Hospital for the Insane and was no doubt instrumental in 

having his brother admitted there. Hugh probably attended to his brother’s interests 

after the death of Michael’s wife Ada in 1928. 

 

By 1941, Michael Dorahy was 75 years old and was ‘at times, a very erratic patient’ 

in the Parramatta Mental Hospital. On the night of 17 October 1941, a patient in the 

Dormitory of No. 4 Male Ward attacked him with the leg of an iron bedstead and his 

fingers and teeth, and Michael died the next morning from the injuries he received. 

On 30 October 1941 a Coroner’s Inquest was held at the Court House in Parramatta 

and at the Mental Hospital [State Records NSW Inquest 41/1499]. Various 

depositions of witnesses were taken but the attacker was deemed unfit to be 

examined. The Coroner concluded that Michael Dorahy had died from injuries 

inflicted by another patient.  

 

On Sunday 2 November 1941 the Truth newspaper published a sensationalised 

version of the murder of Michael Dorahy under the headline: ‘MENTAL PATIENT’S 

SHOCKING DEATH – EAR BITTEN OFF BY FELLOW MANIAC’.  A gruesome 

account followed, including:  

 

… Dorahy met a shocking death when he was attacked by another patient in 

the hospital. When he was found badly battered about the head, his ear 

apparently bitten off, his cheek torn open, obviously by fingers, and it was the 

opinion, failing the discovery of any other weapon, that the leg of an iron 

bedstead had been lifted and dropped several times on his face.    

 

Michael Dorahy was buried in St Marys General Cemetery with his wife Ada. 
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1.2.6b     John Francis Dorahy (1867-1952) 

Submitted by Jennifer Anne Hanks, granddaughter 

John Francis Dorahy was born on 3 November 1867, the sixth child of Patrick 

Dorahy’s second marriage to Bridget Coffey. John lived his life at Badgerys Creek. 

Clare Annie Ferrari, John’s eighth child, told her daughter of her father’s obsession 

with land acquisition. John’s wife Mary (Annie Mary Nies) and his ten children no 

doubt sacrificed many of life’s simple pleasures and home comforts in order for 

John’s ‘property dream’ to be realised. John Francis Dorahy died at Badgerys Creek 

on 9 August 1952. Two of his ten children had predeceased him: Francis (1898-1899) 

and Lawrence (1905-1936). John Dorahy’s remaining eight children inherited the 

lands he had spent a lifetime acquiring through hard 

work, denial and hardship, as shown in his will:  

 
THIS IS THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT of me JOHN 

DORAHY of Badgery’s Creek in the state of New South 

Wales Retired Farmer I REVOKE all wills and 

testamentary dispositions heretofore made by me I 

APPOINT my son Bernard John Dorahy Sole Executor 

and Trustee of this my will I GIVE/DEVISE my first block 

of land situate on the corner of Mulgoa Road and Taylors 

Road comprising an area of approximately twenty acres to 

my daughter Gertrude Bridget Price absolutely I GIVE 

AND DEVISE the two allotments comprising forty acres or 

thereabouts situate in Taylors Road and adjoining that 

devised to my daughter Gertrude Bridget Price to my son 

Bernard John Dorahy absolutely I GIVE AND DEVISE my 

remaining block situate on the western side of Taylors Road and adjoining the land devised to 

my son Bernard John Dorahy and comprising twenty acres or thereabouts to my daughter 

Kathleen Mary Flynn absolutely I GIVE AND DEVISE my Ten acres situate on the eastern 

side of Taylors Road known as Harris’s paddock adjoining the property of my son Edwin 

Patrick Dorahy to the said Edwin Patrick Dorahy absolutely I GIVE AND DEVISE my three 

allotments comprising Fourteen and one half acres or thereabouts situate at the corner of 

George Street and Cox’s Road and bounded on the North by George Street and on the West 

by Cox’s Road to my son Leslie Joseph Dorahy absolutely I GIVE AND DEVISE my Ten 

acres or thereabouts in Cox’s Road adjoining the Badgery’s Creek Hall to my son Clifford 

Francis Dorahy absolutely I GIVE AND DEVISE my Ten acres or thereabouts situate on the 

Eastern side of Taylors Road adjoining the land devised to my son Edwin Patrick Dorahy to 

my son Clifford Francis Dorahy absolutely I GIVE AND DEVISE my Ten acres or 

thereabouts situate in Cox’s Road between my dairy and the land devised to my son Clifford 

Francis Dorahy to my daughter Clara Annie Ferrari absolutely I GIVE AND DEVISE the Ten 

acres or thereabouts situate at the corner of Cox’s Road and Mulgoa Road on which my dairy 

is erected and the property of two acres or thereabouts situate on the corner of Mulgoa Road 

and Cox’s Road where I now reside to my Trustee UPON TRUST to permit my wife Annie 

Mary Dorahy to have the use occupation and enjoyment thereof and to receive the nett rents 

issues and profits therefrom during her life and after her death UPON TRUST for my son 

Reginald Maurice Dorahy absolutely ALL my abovementioned land is situated at Badgery’s 

Creek I GIVE DEVISE AND BEQUEATH all the rest and residue of my Estate both Real and 

Personal of whatsoever nature and wheresoever situate to my Trustee UPON TRUST for my 

wife the said Annie Mary Dorahy absolutely AS WITNESS my hand this Seventh day of April 

One Thousand nine hundred and forty nine.                                                  J DORAHY 
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1.2.6b.1     Gertrude Bridget Price, née Dorahy (1894-1975) 

Submitted by Anne Higginson, granddaughter 

Gertrude Bridget Dorahy, also known as Gertie, was born in Penrith on 31 January 

1894, the eldest of the ten children of John Francis Dorahy and Annie Mary (Nies). 

She lived at Badgerys Creek as a child with her brothers and sisters on her parent’s 

farm. 

 

In 1918 Gertrude married Sydney (Syd) Price and moved to Sydney. Following an 

accident they moved back to Badgerys Creek and lived within walking distance of her 

parent’s farm. The house was a wattle and daub structure with a rammed earth floor. 

Initially there was no electricity and their dam supplied water. 

 

Gertie and Syd had three children: Joy Isabel (Jones), Nita Mary (Roberts) and 

Ronald Stanley Price. They all went to the local school.  

 

During the Depression, Syd went away to get whatever work was available, working 

on the railways with the gangs cutting sleepers. Gertie was left with the children and 

lived the very labour intensive life of a wife on a small farm. She milked the cows, 

gathered blackberries and tended the chickens; she preserved fruit and made sauces 

and pickles with seasonal produce. She was a great country cook using the available 

ingredients especially fresh eggs and cream. Sponges were where she excelled. The 

good soil and dry heat allowed her to grow wonderful roses.  

 

Living close to her extended family, in later 

years, provided some social life through day to 

day contact and family gatherings. Connection to 

the phone exchange allowed better contact with 

her children living in Sydney or country NSW. 

From time to time she minded grandchildren. 

 

The property became a poultry farm and Syd and 

Gertie built a modern house in the Australian 

style with wide verandas and elevated to reduce 

the heat of the summers. 

 

Gertie always stood up straight and never 

neglected personal appearance. She obtained a 

driver’s licence in her 50s, buying a green 

Morris Minor. This gave her independence to go 

into Penrith to church and for household 

supplies.  

 

Syd died in 1966 and the farm became too much to manage so Gertie sold and moved 

to Earlwood to a bungalow close to her parish church and transport. She lived quietly 

there till her death on 22 June 1975. 
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1.2.6b.1.1     Joy Isabel Jones, née Price (1919-2006) 

Submitted by Anne Higginson, daughter 

 

Joy Isabel Price was born on 31 August 1919, the eldest daughter of Sydney Stanley 

Price and Gertrude Bridget (Dorahy) Price. Her younger siblings were Nita (Roberts) 

and Ronald Price. She was known as Isabel or ‘Bell’. In her early years she lived with 

her parents in Sans Souci then Badgerys Creek where she attended school. She played 

tennis and enjoyed family activities with Grandma Dorahy living at the end of the 

road. 

 

Isabel moved to Sydney and in 1937 was a pupil at Renwick Hospital for Infants at 

Summer Hill, achieving competencies to work as an Infants’ Nurse at that hospital. 

During this time she boarded with her Aunt Florence (Fonnie) (Price) Oliver at 

Kingsford. Through her Aunt Fonnie’s son, Jack Oliver, she met her future husband 

who was a friend of Jack’s. During the latter years of WWII she worked in an aircraft 

factory at Mascot as part of the war effort. 

 

On 4 July 1947 Isabel married a New Zealander, Donald Melville (Mel) Murray Jones 

(born in 1920), at OLSH Church, Randwick. He had recently retired from the RAN. 

Initially they lived at Kingsford for 11 years, moving to Pagewood for 7 years and 

finally settled in Clontarf on the northern beaches of Sydney. Isabel lived at this house 

till her death. 

 

Isabel and Mel had three children: Anne Isabel (Jones) Higginson (1948), Christine 

Jean (Jones) Rowlison (1951) and Malcolm Murray Jones (1953). 

 

Isabel had a quest for improvement. She took speech training at the Conservatorium, 

learnt to play the mandolin, read music and in later years played the electric organ. 

Joining the Toastmistress Club at Balgowlah, she enjoyed the challenge of public 

speaking and took office within the Club achieving the role of President for 

consecutive terms. Isabel travelled locally and overseas with the Toastmistress Club 

attending seminars and conferences. 

 

She was a Catechist at Seaforth Primary School for more than 15 

years. 

 

Isabel enjoyed reading and socialising. When Mel died in 1993 she 

took up lawn bowls at the Balgowlah Heights Bowling Club 

demonstrating a competitive spirit and success. Isabel then learnt to 

play Bridge and joined a local circuit playing during the day and at 

night. Isabel pursued good health through a healthy diet and 

exercise, particularly swimming in summer. Her family, including 

her six grandchildren, were always of primary importance in her 

life. She was very independent and drove a car until her death, at 

age 86, on 2 February 2006. 
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1.2.6b.1.2     Nita Mary Roberts, née Price (1921- 

Submitted by Lorraine Jones and Janelle Stevens, daughters 

Nita Mary Price was born at St Marys NSW in 1921, the second child of Sydney 

Stanley and Gertrude Bridget (Dorahy) Price. Nita’s elder sister was Joy Isabel and 

her younger brother was Ronald Sydney Joseph Price.  
 

After her birth Nita lived for a short time at Badgerys Creek before moving to East 

Kurrajong for another short period. The family then moved to Sans Souci for a couple 

of years before moving back to Badgerys Creek to a parcel of land left to Gertrude by 

her father. The cottage on the property was constructed of split logs placed upright in 

the ground and whitewashed then topped with a corrugated iron roof; the floor was 

compressed earth. The verandah was where Gertrude grew her fuchsias and 

geraniums in cut down metal tins. Gertrude was very proud of her potted plants and 

wouldn't miss showing family and friends when they visited. 

 

Nita walked about half a mile to the local school, Badgerys Creek subsidised school, 

which catered from kindergarten to sixth class. At the end of primary schooling they 

did their high school entry exam which Nita passed but she did not continue as there 

weren't facilities in the area. 

 

Nita enjoyed a very happy childhood, she recalls spending a lot of time with her 

brother Ron, ferreting for rabbits and generally exploring the country side, also going 

mushrooming when the time was right. 

 

Mass was held once every few weeks at Luddenham and Nita and her family went to 

her maternal grandmother's home where grandma loaded them into the sulky and 

drove them to Mass. Nita remembers that, although times were very tough, her father 

would always put two shillings and sixpence on the collection plate. 

 

Nita left home aged thirteen years to start her first paid 

employment as a mother's help to a woman with three 

children at Kemps Creek. 

 

Nita met Arthur Morris Roberts in Drummoyne where 

he worked as a butcher. They were married in St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, on 18 March 1940, and 

settled in Gladesville. The children of the marriage 

were Terrence Brian Roberts 1942, Anita Lorraine 

(Jones) 1944 and Janelle Therese (Stevens) 1956.  

 

Nita worked in numerous part time employment 

positions over the years: a metal factory, bobby pin 

carding, a pickle factory, Sweetacres chocolates, Coles 

in Pitt Street in the city, and various waitressing jobs. She and Arthur lived for most 

of their married lives in Gladesville. The longest period was in a home they built in 24 

Auburn Street Gladesville. Nita is a very gentle person but with considerable inner 

strength - a much loved mother, grandmother, and great grandmother. 
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1.2.6b.1.3      Ronald Sydney Joseph Price (1925-1991) 

Submitted by William Price, son 

Ronald Sydney Joseph Price, known as Ron, was born on 3 August 1925 in Sydney, 

to Sydney Stanley Price and Gertrude Price (née Dorahy).  

 

Ron went to primary school at Badgerys Creek and then went onto High School in 

Penrith where he completed his Leaving Certificate.  

 

During the Second World War he enlisted in the 

RAAF and served as a radio operator on DC3 

transport planes in Papua New Guinea. After the 

war he married Gwendoline (Gwen) Merle 

Dowling from Batemans Bay. Since Ron was 

working with the then Department of Main 

Roads (DMR), initially as a clerk and later 

auditor and then a senior accountant, they spent 

periods in Parkes, Carcoar and Grafton. During 

the time at Grafton, Ron completed accountancy 

by correspondence. Ron and Gwen moved to 

Wrights Road Drummoyne in the late 1950s. 

They purchased a block of land at Rene Street 

East Ryde and moved there in the early 1960s. 

 

Initially out of economic necessity, but later 

because it is thought he enjoyed it (though he 

would never admit it), Ron was an extremely 

good self-taught mechanic, home handyman, 

electrician, washing machine repairman, you 

name it. During the late 1970s he also took 

himself to Meadowbank Technical College to study panel beating. 

 

In 1964 Gwen gave birth to identical twins: William Sydney Price and John Ronald 

Price. Unfortunately, the twins were born 11 weeks premature and John Ronald 

passed away after only two days and was buried in Macquarie Park Cemetery. 

 

Ron and Gwen had hoped to travel widely upon his retirement in the late 1980s. But 

within a year of retirement he suffered a serious heart attack from which his health 

never really recovered. He passed away in his sleep (due to arrhythmia) on 7 May 

1991 at home in East Ryde. He was interred in Macquarie Park Crematorium. Gwen 

passed away in November 2004 and is interred next to her husband Ron. 
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1.2.6b.2     Bernard John Dorahy (1895-1996) 
1.2.6b.4     Francis Joseph Dorahy (1898-1899) 
1.2.6b.5     Edwin Patrick Dorahy (1900-1988) 

 

Submitted by Lawrence Salter, great-nephew 

Bernard, Francis and Edwin were the three eldest sons of the family of ten children of 

John Francis Dorahy and his wife Annie (Mary) née Nies. They had three sisters and 

four brothers. 

 

 

 

Bernard John Dorahy (Bernie) was born on 26 May 1895 at Badgerys Creek. He 

attended Badgerys Creek Public School and as a child assisted his father on the 

property after school, felling timber, fencing, as well as planting and harvesting crops. 

Bernie was a keen bicycle rider and won local races. As a teenager he rode his bicycle 

from Badgerys Creek, over Razorback Mountain to Moss Vale to visit his aunt and 

uncle and rode home the following day. 

 

After spending several years working with his father cutting timber, Bernie married 

Jessica (Jessie) Snelling from Badgerys Creek and they later moved to North 

Richmond where Bernie secured employment as a ganger with the Department of 

Main Roads. Over the years Bernie became a well known personality conducting road 

works on the Bell's Line of Road in the Bilpin area. Bernie and Jessie purchased a 

house at North Richmond and in the same period Bernie obtained a driver's licence 

and purchased an A Model Ford. Jessie also became well known as one of the best 

seamstresses in Richmond. 

 

Bernie and Jessie spent their retirement at North 

Richmond where he pursued his love of 

gardening. Following Jessie's death, Bernie 

moved into the Richmond Nursing Home where 

he was a popular and well known long term 

resident. On 26 May 1995 Bernie celebrated his 

100
th

 birthday, receiving telegrams from Queen 

Elizabeth II, Governor General Bill Hayden and 

the Prime Minister Paul Keating. Bernie was 

presented with a golden key to the front door of 

the Nursing Home and died shortly afterwards on 

12 January 1996. 
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Francis Joseph Dorahy (Frankie) was born at Badgerys Creek in 1898. At the age of 

six months, Frankie contracted whooping cough and died on 10 April 1899.  Frankie 

was buried at Luddenham Catholic Cemetery which had been donated by his mother's 

family - his grave was the second grave in the cemetery. Frankie's grave was exhumed 

and relocated to Greendale Catholic Cemetery when the government resumed land in 

the area for Sydney's second international airport. 

 

 

 

Edwin Patrick Dorahy (Ned) was born at Badgerys Creek, NSW on 21 May 1900 

and attended the local public school. After leaving school Ned worked locally and 

purchased a 10 acre property in Taylors Road, Badgerys Creek with his brother 

Lawrie. Being a skilled bushman Ned subsequently earned a living from hunting, bee 

keeping and running sheep on the property.  

 

Following Lawrie's death, Ned continued to live at Badgerys Creek for a number of 

years and later sold the property and moved to Mulgoa where he purchased another 

small acreage. In later years Ned sold the property at Mulgoa and purchased another 

property in a new sub-division at Wilberforce. Ned eventually moved to Hill End 

where he purchased a larger holding. Ned died at Hill End on 9 August 1988. 

Throughout his life Ned had a love of the bush and was an avid reader. Ned also had a 

love of folklore and was able to entertain others with his folk stories. 
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1.2.6b.3     Kathleen Flynn, née Dorahy (1896-1991) 

Submitted by Lawrence Salter, grandson 

Kathleen Mary Dorahy (Kath) was born on 3 December 1896 and grew up at 

Badgerys Creek where she attended the local Public School. Apart from assisting her 

mother with the dairy and household tasks she also worked outdoors with her father 

and brother Bernard, helping to fell trees, cut wood with a cross cut saw, fence 

paddocks and plant crops. From an early age Kath showed a flair for crochet and 

needlework and she produced many fine examples during her lifetime. She also 

displayed a love of cooking, and a great interest in reading and business affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kath married Henry (Harry) Flynn when he returned from World War 1 after serving 

on the western front in France and Belgium and they moved to Lithgow where they 

built their first house in 1925. In 1929 the family moved to Marrangaroo a few miles 

out of town where Kath and Harry purchased 12 acres and built a new house with a 

large garden and tennis court. Shortly after constructing the tennis court, they 

established the Cooee tennis team. Apart from being well known as an A Grade tennis 

player, Kath quickly became known throughout the district for her fine food and 

hospitality. During the Great Depression, Kath and Harry purchased the adjoining 200 

acres and cleared the land selling timber and during this time they provided assistance 

to the unemployed whenever possible. 

 

Kath also had a love of travel and in the 1930s she purchased a car and obtained her 

driver's licence. She made frequent trips to visit her family at Badgerys Creek and 

often drove parties of friends and relatives to the beach, car races and to sites around 

the Blue Mountains for picnics and tennis. 

 

In 1954, Kath and Harry built a holiday cottage at Badgerys Creek which they visited 

regularly. In 1965 they moved back to Badgerys Creek to spend their retirement. Kath 

remained at Badgerys Creek until 1989 when the government resumed properties in 

the area for Sydney's second international airport. She subsequently purchased a 

house in Kingswood and remained there until her death on 19 August 1991. 
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1.2.6b.3.1     Patricia Salter, née Flynn (1923-2012) 

Submitted by Lawrence Salter, son  

Patricia Flynn (Pat) was born on 28 November 1923 at Lithgow and was educated at 

St Patrick's Primary School and Lithgow Technical High School. From an early age 

Pat displayed a love of tennis and was a well known A Grade tennis player winning 

many local tournaments. At 12 years of age, Pat was awarded for winning the local 

junior and senior girls’ championships. In 1940 she travelled to Sydney each weekend 

to play in the State Schoolgirls Championships at White City Tennis Stadium and was 

awarded a place in the state tennis team after winning the championship. Pat declined 

the offer and continued with her studies and completed her Leaving Certificate in 

1941 being the only girl in the class to study physics and 1
st
 level mathematics. Pat 

was awarded a Teacher's Scholarship but chose to train as a nurse. 

 

In 1942, Pat commenced her training at Lithgow 

District Hospital and was awarded the General 

Nurses Certificate in 1946. In the same year she 

took leave to undertake further training in 

obstetrics at St Margaret's Women's Hospital, 

Darlinghurst, and after completing her training, 

returned to Lithgow where she was appointed 

Sister to the General Section of Lithgow District 

Hospital. In 1949, Pat resigned to take up the 

position of Sister at Tullamore Hospital. The 

Chief Executive Officer of Lithgow District 

Hospital at the time noted in a reference: ‘Sister is 

an exemplary young lady of high personality and 

is a credit to her parents who are also well known 

and respected residents of the district’. It was 

noted that Pat was ‘seems to be able to exercise a 

just control in a happy and pleasant manner’. 

 

In 1951, Pat moved back to Sydney where she completed her Tresillian certificate at 

the Tresillian Mothercraft Training School at Petersham. In 1952 she returned to 

Lithgow where she took up the position of Sister at Lithgow Baby Health Centre. 

During the following two years she took periods of leave to nurse her grandparents at 

Badgerys Creek and after returning to Lithgow she met James Salter who she married 

in 1956. They subsequently purchased a house at South Bowenfels near Lithgow and 

lived there until 1965 when they moved to the family home at Marrangaroo. Over the 

next 26 years Pat drove to Badgerys Creek every fortnight to visit her parents. In 

between raising a family, Pat continued to work at the Lithgow Baby Health Centre 

on a part time basis until 1976 when she returned to full time work and took up the 

position of Sister in Charge. Pat held this position until her retirement in 1983. 

 

In retirement, Pat pursued a lifelong love of gardening and was also a popular golfer 

who won many tournaments. Pat also had many hobbies and interests and was well 

known for the high quality of her knitting and needlework which she had been 

producing from an early age. After a short illness at the end of 2011, Pat died at the 

Lithgow Community Private Hospital on 22 January 2012.  



104 

 

1.2.6b.6     Leslie Joseph Dorahy (1903-1992) 

Submitted by Betty Jullian, daughter 

Leslie Joseph Dorahy was the third surviving son of John Francis and Mary Dorahy 

(née Annie Mary Nies) of Badgerys Creek. He was born 18 April 1903 and always 

lived in or near Badgerys Creek, except for several years when he was first married. 

His entire schooling was at Badgerys Creek Public School which was about a 

kilometre from his home. 

 

 
 

In 1927, when he was twenty four, Les married Edith Coggins, from Bringelly. The 

first few years after his marriage were spent at Lithgow where he worked at a coal 

mine - his first two children were born there. Les and Edith had five children: Lesley 

Edith Maree (1928), Betty Elizabeth (1930), John Douglas (1934), Desmond Joseph 

(1942) and Vivienne Ann (1942). They all grew up at Badgerys Creek and attended 

the same school. One of the teachers there was Miss Rita Braithwaite who later 

married Les’s brother Cliff. 

 

Les Dorahy had a poultry farm at Badgerys Creek. In 1989, he was compelled, along 

with other land owners, to sell his property to make way for an airport that has never 

eventuated. He moved to Silverdale. 

 

Some of the best memories his children have are of the wonderful stories he told them 

sitting around the fire at night. 

 

Leslie Dorahy died on 25 April 1992 and is interred at Greendale Cemetery. He is 

remembered with love and gratitude for his love for, and pride in, his family. His 

grandchildren are Michele, Tanya (dec.), Robert, Marie-Louise, Donna, Adam, Lisa, 

Matthew and Russell. His great grandchildren are James, William, Breanna, Grace, 

Luke and Jake.  
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1.2.6b.7      Lawrence Desmond Dorahy (1905-1936)        
1.2.6b.9      Clifford Francis Dorahy (1911-1996)            
1.2.6b.10    Maurice Reginald (Reg) Dorahy (1915-2007) 
 
Submitted by Jennifer Anne Hanks, niece 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence, Clifford and Reg Dorahy were born in Badgerys Creek to John Francis and 

Annie ‘Mary’ Dorahy. The Dorahy boys attended Badgerys Creek Public School 

under the tuition of Mr J H Neville. 

 

 

Lawrence Desmond Dorahy, born 1905, lived his life in Badgerys Creek and 

laboured on the family property. Lawrie was a tennis player and with his sister Clare 

organised the community dances, both of these leisure activities provided 

opportunities for young country folk to gather and socialise.  

 

Lawrie died in 1936 and his body was buried in the cemetery at St Francis Xavier, 

Luddenham. The Luddenham Chapel had been built by the Petith Family on land 

donated by the Anschau Family and was ‘dedicated to St Francis in memory of the 

late Mr Francis Anschau, who had donated the ground’ [Nepean Times, 22 February 

1913].  Francis Anschau was the grandfather of the Dorahy brothers’ mother, Annie 

‘Mary’ Dorahy née Nies. ‘The Church was used until 1990 when the land was 

acquired for the new Sydney Airport and all graves were relocated to the site of the 

replica chapel built by the Petith and Fordham Families, blessed and opened by His 

Lordship, the Most Reverend Bede V Heather, Bishop of Parramatta, 4 November, 

1995’ [Booklet for the Solemn Blessing and Opening of the Chapel at Greendale]. 

 

  

Three Dorahy brothers 

 
The three youngest of the seven sons of John Francis & Annie Mary Dorahy: 

Clifford, Lawrence & Maurice (Reg) Dorahy 
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Lawrie’s headstone reads: 

 

In Loving Memory of 

OUR DEAR SON & BROTHER 

LAWRENCE DESMOND DORAHY 

DIED 6
th

 JAN 1936 AGED 31 YEARS 

‘THOU ART GONE FROM SIGHT 

BUT NEVER FROM OUR MEMORY’ 

 

 

Clifford (Cliff) Francis Dorahy was born 10 April 1911 and married Rita 

Braithwaite, local resident and daughter of the postmaster Frank Braithwaite, in 1940. 

Rita had been the non-departmental teacher of Badgerys Creek Public School during 

its operation as a Subsidised School following the school’s closure when Mr Neville 

was appointed to another school in 1929 - a Subsidised School was not a government 

school but a school for which the Department paid a subsidy per pupil. Rita resigned 

from the position as teacher at the end of July 1938 because the school was becoming 

a Provisional School. [Badgery’s Creek Public School, 100 Years of Education, 1895-

1995] 

 

Cliff and Rita owned and operated a considerable and successful poultry farm in the 

area, their home in Green Street was on the farm and they were keen and highly 

competitive tennis players on their home court. They had one adopted son, Hugh. Rita 

died 24 March 1966, aged 54 years. Cliff continued on at Badgerys Creek until he 

relocated to Llandilo when property resumption occurred at Badgerys Creek under 

plans to develop Sydney West Airport. Cliff, as a widower, built a new home and a 

tennis court and lived at Llandilo until his death, 8 April 1996. He is buried with his 

wife at Greendale Catholic Cemetery.   

 

 

Maurice Reginald (Reg) Dorahy was the youngest of ten children, born at Badgerys 

Creek on 11 August 1915. Reg attended Badgerys Creek Public School and like his 

sister Clare was awarded First Prize in Spelling. He received a book Play Up, Greys 

by Herbert Hayens, inscribed by his teacher Mr J H Neville in 1927. Reg worked and 

remained on the family farm supporting his parents, John and Mary into their old age 

and until their deaths in the early 1950s. Reg continued on in the family home for 

some years, running the dairy farm.  He later moved to Sydney for a period of time. A 

lover of country life, Reg relocated to Port Macquarie in the 1960s and later to the 

Taree area where he lived on his acreage at Passionfruit Creek, into his 90s. Reg was 

always a keen reader of literature and poetry and was a competent photographer. He 

appreciated music and enjoyed engaging in lively discussion.  

 

Reg was the last of his generation to die, his last weeks spent in Bushland Place 

Nursing Home, Taree. He died 11 September 2007, aged 92 years. Reg is buried at 

Manning Great Lakes Memorial Gardens Lawn Cemetery.  
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1.2.6b.8     Clare Annie Ferrari, née Dorahy (1908 -2007) 

Submitted by Jennifer Anne Hanks, daughter 

Clare [Clara] Annie Dorahy was born on 18 February 1908, the eighth of ten children 

to parents John Francis Dorahy (son of Patrick Dorahy & Bridget Coffey) and Annie 

Mary Nies (daughter of Peter Nies and Elisabeth Anschau), from Irish and German 

origins. Born at Badgerys Creek, Clare was educated at the local one-teacher school 

by Mr J H Neville, was awarded First Prize, Senior Class Spelling 1921, and 

continued her studies by correspondence under the supervision of Mr Neville.  

 

Clare resided in the family home until 

her marriage to Maurice Joseph Ferrari 

at St Nicholas Catholic Church, Penrith, 

on 4 October 1930. She lived in Sydney 

for the next 77 years.  

 

Clare and Maurice had four children: 

James (1931-32), Marion (1934), 

Leonard Maurice (1938) and Jennifer 

Anne (1947). Clare loved family, she 

was patient with children, a 

homemaker; Clare ‘did’ for others. She 

was creative, frugal, trustworthy and 

highly competitive. Clare lived her 

Catholic faith and passed it on to her 

descendents. She had the capacity to 

draw deeply from the well of the self. 

She was strong-minded and self-

directing, someone to be looked up to, 

someone whose timbre could be 

reckoned. She was a woman of 

substance.  

 

Clare displayed courage throughout her life, living through two World Wars, the 

Great Depression, the deaths of her first born from meningitis and her husband of 42 

years who died from a brain tumour on 5 October 1972. Clare courageously lived her 

widowhood for 35 years, the last 12 residing in a Nursing Home when she had little 

sight or hearing, but still a keen mind.   

 

In her hundredth year, on 31 May 2007, Clare’s body was laid to rest alongside her 

husband, Morrie, in the Catholic Lawn Section of the Macquarie Park Cemetery, 

North Ryde. Eight months later a hundred relatives and friends of Clare’s gathered at 

Lane Cove National Park to celebrate and mark what would have been her 100
th

 

birthday!   

 

Clare is survived by her three living children, Marion, Len and Jennifer, 17 

grandchildren, very many great-grandchildren and also many great-great 

grandchildren. 
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1.2.6b.8.2     Marion Brothers, née Ferrari (1934- 

Submitted by Lorraine Brothers, daughter-in-law  

Marion Ferrari, daughter of Maurice Joseph Ferrari and Clara Annie (Dorahy), was 

born in 1934 at Dulwich Hill. The family moved to Epping Avenue, Eastwood, about 

1948. Marion attended St Kevin’s Eastwood and went on to The Marist Sisters at 

Woolwich for High School. She attended the Metropolitan Secretarial College before 

working at the MLC. She was also an accomplished pianist who had achieved her 

AMus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marion married James Michael Brothers (born 1927 in Balmain, died 1987 in 

Orange), only son of Michael Lawrence Brothers and Mary Francis O’Keeffe of High 

Street, Epping, on 17 September 1955 at St Kevin’s Catholic Church, Eastwood. The 

couple moved to Wagga Wagga where Marion worked for a short time at ANA 

Wagga Wagga before having to give up work due to pregnancy. 

 

A quick succession of children arrived: Michael 1956, Maureen 1957, Christine 1959, 

Annette 1960, Gregory 1961, Catherine 1962, James 1964, Marion 1966, Elizabeth 

1970, Anthony, 1971 and Stephen 1975. The family lived in many places including 

Wagga Wagga, Lithgow, Singleton, Wentworthville, Penrith and Newcastle. 

 

Marion still enjoys playing badminton twice a week and walks almost daily. She also 

enjoys her 11 children, 21 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren. 

 

  



109 

 

1.2.7b     Hugh Dorahy (1869-1963)  

Submitted by Steve Dorahy, grandson  

Hugh Dorahy was born on 15 November 1869 at Greendale, the seventh child of 

Patrick Dorahy and his second wife Bridget Coffey. Hugh married Alice Austin at 

Rydalmere in 1898. Alice was a daughter of William and Johanna Austin of 

Parramatta.  

 

Hugh and Alice had ten children: Vincent, William, Hugh (Joe), Eileen, Austin 

(Jack), Annie, Nicholas, Albert (Pete), Stanley and Alice. Early in their marriage 

Hugh was the farm manager at the Parramatta Mental Hospital and he and Alice and 

their growing family lived on the farm. 

 

Grandson Steve, son of Nicholas (Nick), has vague recollection of his grandparents. 

Grandfather Hugh was known as ‘Fardy’ and was of medium height, stocky build 

with thick grey hair. Nick’s children had Sunday lunch at the Harold Street, 

Parramatta, family home from time to time, with Hugh’s youngest daughter, Alice, 

still at home assisting her parents. Hugh was a dairy farmer/milk vendor with four 

milk carts at Old Prospect Road, Wentworthville. Later he owned a general and mixed 

business on the comer of Albert and Church Streets, North Parramatta. Hugh’s wife, 

Alice, was known as a gentle person and a wonderful cook.  

 

Sometime after the death of his wife, in 1952, Hugh moved in with and was cared for 

by his youngest son, Stan, and his wife, Joan, at Maroubra, where Stan was the owner 

of the local produce store. Later Hugh moved to Little Sisters of the Poor aged care 

facility at Randwick - when the grandchildren visited he would often be in the 

beautiful chapel at prayer. Hugh died on 4 October 1963 and was buried in the 

Catholic Cemetery at North Rocks.  

 

 
  

Hugh and Alice 
Dorahy and 

family 
 

back: Pete, Bill, 
Joe, Vince, Jack, 

Nick 
 

front: Alice, 
Anne, Alice (nee 
Austin), Hugh, 

Eileen, Stan 
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1.2.7b.1     Vincent Henry Dorahy (1899-1960) 

Submitted by Wayne Dorahy, grandson 

Vincent Henry Dorahy was born on 9 January 1899 in Parramatta, the eldest child of 

Hugh and Alice (Austin) Dorahy. He attended the Marist Brothers School at 

Parramatta. 

 

He initially worked at his father’s dairy farm at Prospect after leaving school. He then 

married Gladys Lavinia Wadling, in 1921, and moved up to Coraki near Lismore to 

do more farming. After heavy flooding in that area, they took a steam ship and headed 

back to Sydney. 

 

They then established a farm in Toongabbie in Sydney, selling this in the late 1920s to 

set up a small mixed business at Harris Park. During the Depression years of the 

1930s, Vincent was forced to sell the Harris Park business and took whatever work he 

could find. 

 

Vincent and Gladys had seven surviving sons (John, Austin, Allan, Leslie, Ronald, 

Vincent, Albert) and the large family moved a few times after Harris Park before 

settling down in Short Street Parramatta. In the mid 1950s Vincent and Gladys moved 

to Ettalong Road at Pendle Hill. 

 

The American heavy earth moving company, LeTourneau, set up operations at 

Rydalmere in 1941 and Vincent was one of their early employees and became a 

production manager. He later took up a position with Grace Bothers as salesman and 

stayed there for the rest of his life. 

 

 
 

Vincent was at times a serious man but also enjoyed a good laugh and a quiet drink 

with friends. He kept racing pigeons and a pigeon loft was a feature of both the 

Church Street and Ettalong Road properties. A good sportsman, he played rugby 

league for Wentworthville in the district competition. Later, he was called up to play 

Grade for Western Suburbs but declined the offer to continue to work the farm. 

 

Vincent passed away on 7 June 1960.  
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1.2.7b.1.2     Austin William Dorahy (1923-2004) 

Submitted by Carolynne Disbray, daughter 

Austin William Dorahy was born on 21 November 1923 at Toongabbie. He was the 

second son of Vincent Henry Dorahy and Gladys Lavinia Wadling, and grandson of 

Hugh Dorahy and Alice Austin. He attended Oliver Plunket Primary School at Harris 

Park and later Marist Bros Parramatta when the family moved to Short Street, 

Parramatta. Austin was usually known as Mick. 

 

It is believed that Austin’s first job was as a runner at the Sun Herald in Elizabeth 

Street Sydney. He then joined the army at age 17. He was enlisted from 1940 to 1945 

and served in Papua New Guinea as a Machine Gunner for three years - one of the 

‘chocolate soldiers’ of the campaign.  

 

After his return from the army Austin (Mick) worked at F T Wimbles, Rydalmere, 

and then at Diversified Agencies, Parramatta Road, Homebush, as a clerk. He spent 

the last maybe 10 to 15 years of his working life at Cerebos Seven Hills as an Order 

Clerk. 

 

Austin William Dorahy married Mary Josephine (Molly) Brien, of Parramatta, at St 

Patrick’s Catholic Church, Parramatta, on 17 September 1949. The family home was 

at Chester Street, Merrylands. They had four children: Jeffrey Austin, Gary Vincent, 

Carolynne Mary and Raymond Glenn. 

 

As a member of Fox Hills Golf Club for many years, Austin (Mick) was a very keen 

and good golfer. Almost every Saturday he would go off to play and always brought 

home a prize for winning. He was very proud of the golf jacket that he got when he 

won a NSWGA Group Pennant in 1968. When he was younger he played tennis and 

piano. 

 

Austin loved music and thought that he had a 

voice like Perry Como or Frank Sinatra, and he 

probably did because he always sounded good! 

He enjoyed a beer or two with his brothers. Most 

of all he loved to light up the BBQ and sit 

around with his children and grandchildren and 

tell stories of the funny things that he and his 

brothers used to get up to and stories about the 

war. 

 

Some of Austin’s favourite sayings were ‘keep it 

in the family’ and ‘keep your friends close and 

your enemies closer’. He passed away on 15 

September 2004. 
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1.2.7b.1.3     Hugh Allan Dorahy (1925-1997) 

Submitted by Wayne Dorahy, son 

Hugh Allan, or Allan as he preferred to be called, was the third son of Vincent and 

Gladys (Wadling) Dorahy who had seven surviving boys. He was born on the family 

farm in Toongabbie in Sydney in 1925. The family moved to the Parramatta area 

afterwards and he went to school at Marist Brothers, Parramatta. Times were not so 

easy and he left school at an early age to find work. 

 

Allan and a good mate from school, Bruce, joined Clyde Engineering in 1941 as 

apprentice aircraft mechanics and spent some time working at Bankstown airport. 

They initially travelled to Bankstown by pushbike but soon upgraded to a succession 

of motorbikes and Allan developed a keen interest in those machines. At times he 

would take a basket of his father’s racing pigeons strapped to the back of a bike for a 

long ride so they could have a training flight back home. 

 

By the late 1950s the aircraft industry was a little volatile and Allan moved out to 

eventually take a position in the printing field. He built and maintained printing 

machines up until retirement.  

 

In 1953 Allan married Veronica Grose who was the younger sister of Len, one of his 

aircraft/bike riding buddies. They had one child, Wayne, in 1954 and moved to 

Birrong in Sydney in 1959 where they spent the rest of their lives. 

 

Allan was a loyal family man and good provider, at times working three jobs. He 

enjoyed a social game of golf in rare moments of free time. He also loved the radio 

and always carried a small ‘transistor’ in his top pocket to listen to the cricket or some 

music while pottering around the house. 

 

Allan became sick in 1981 but his condition was well managed for 15 years by the 

superb staff at RPA hospital in Camperdown. Von passed away in 1987 and he took 

early retirement prior to that to care for her while she was sick. 

 

In retirement Allan spent many hours fishing for 

blackfish, often with his son Wayne, visiting 

Bankstown airport to see his old mates and looking 

after his two grandsons. A perfectionist, he had a good 

reputation in the printing industry and was considered 

an expert in certain specialist machines. He would 

often answer a call for help and take a short break 

from retirement to fly out somewhere at short notice to 

get a printing operation up and running again. 

 

Allan Dorahy passed away in 1997. 
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1.2.7b.1.4     Leslie Joseph Dorahy (1927-1989) 

Submitted by Les Dorahy, son 

Leslie Joseph Dorahy was born 8 May 1927 at Parramatta, the fourth child of Vincent 

and Gladys (Wadling) Dorahy. The family home was in Short Street, Parramatta. Les 

went to School at Marist Brothers Parramatta and then did an apprenticeship as a 

Fitter and Turner, at which trade he worked until 1956.  

 

Leslie Dorahy married Muriel Mobbs in 1949 and they had three children: Leslie, 

Dianne and Stephen. In 1956 he shared a lottery win which enabled him to give up his 

trade and re-train in Real Estate; he worked for a number of companies as a very 

successful salesman until finally going into business for himself around 1970.  

 

In 1975 his life took different direction when Les bought the Rod and Reel Hotel at 

Woodburn, northern NSW. He moved back to Sydney in 1979, buying The County 

Clare Hotel on Broadway and running that for a few years. He then got the urge for a 

change once more and moved to northern NSW again, this time buying a rural 

property and breeding cattle and pigs. He moved to Bateau Bay on NSW Central 

Coast in the mid 1980s retiring and working part-time in real estate. 

 

 
 

Les was very engaging and entertaining, and was great fun as a father and friend; he 

loved golf and he loved music. 

 

Les Dorahy passed away on 15 January 1989 and Muriel passed away 1 May 2007. 
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1.2.7b.1.6     Ronald Charles Dorahy (1929- 

Submitted by Ken Dorahy, son 

Ronald Charles Dorahy was born at Belmore Hospital in 1929, the sixth son of 

Vincent and Gladys Dorahy. He then lived at Harris Park for a short period before 

moving to Short Street, Parramatta, where he lived until he was married. He attended 

Parramatta Marist Brothers for all his schooling day and remains a very proud M B O 

B (Marist Brothers Old Boy). 

 

Ronald’s early work days consisted of attempts at apprentice pastry cook, boiler 

maker and various rouseabout jobs before joining the navy from 1950 to 1956. 

 

He married June Cartwright in 1952 and remained married until her death in 1963, 

having one son Kenneth. He then married Shirley Bruton in 1966 and also remained 

married until her death in 2010, having three children: Warren, Rhonda and Gail 

 

After the navy Ronald was employed in various positions in the transport and building 

industries; creating numerous friends and countless tales to tell - of course over a few 

liquid ambers and many laughs. 

 

His favourite hobby - beside the liquid amber - for many years was breeding and 

showing canaries which eventually led him to winning the Australian show bird 

champion. Today Ronald likes to sit back, watch his football and enjoy his 

grandchildren. 

 

Currently on his eighty second innings and still on the amber fluid and not out!  
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1.2.7b.1.7     Vincent George Dorahy (1931- 

Submitted by Grahame Dorahy, son  

Vincent George Dorahy was born in 1931 at Harris Park in Sydney. His parents were 

Vincent and Gladys Dorahy (née Wadling). Vincent jnr is the seventh in a family of 

eight boys and one girl (seven sons survived, plus Eileen 1928-1928 and Brian 1942-

1942). Vince’s education was through the Marist Bros Parramatta. Upon leaving 

school he worked in various different industries until joining the navy in 1949 aged 18 

years. During these years in the Royal Australian Navy he had a number of overseas 

allocations and served during the Japanese occupation of Korea and Malaysia. 

 

Finally leaving the navy in 1961 Vincent worked as a fireman, based at Headquarters 

in the city centre for some three or four years. He then returned to government 

employment and joined the Commonwealth Police for a number of years until he 

received an offer to transfer and become an Ammunitions Inspector. He carried out 

his position for several years until deciding to become self employed with his own 

truck. He secured a contract with Grace Bros Pty Ltd where he worked from 1970 

until 1991. At that point semi-retirement was decided upon and part-time employment 

with a company doing school maintenance kept him busy for approximately three 

years until eventually fully retiring. 

 

Vincent George Dorahy married Margaret Therese Smith of Parramatta in 1951. They 

bought a block of land at Wentworthville, had their house built and still live in the 

same house today some 50 plus years later. Vincent and Margaret had five children, 

four boys and one girl. They are both very family driven parents and provided an 

excellent, happy home for all the family to grow up in. Vince and Margaret now have 

grandchildren who provide them with so much pleasure and pride in their 

achievements at seeing another generation of Dorahys ready to see the world.  
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1.2.7b.7     Nicholas Reginald Dorahy (1911-1997) 

Submitted by Steve Dorahy, son, and Gabrielle Koop, daughter 

Nicholas Reginald Dorahy was born in Parramatta on 18 August 1911, the seventh 

child of Hugh and Alice (Austin). He started school at a local school and finished his 

education at the Marist Brothers College at Parramatta. As a young man Nick was a 

good sportsman playing A Grade tennis and cricket. During the depression years he 

sold insurance whilst studying accountancy.  

 

He commenced practicing accountancy with a Sydney firm before enlisting with the 

Australian Military Forces on 5 January 1942. On 26 January 1942 he was transferred 

to Bathurst for military training prior to an overseas posting (to Lae in 1944). It just so 

happened that Heather Anne Hetherington, who was nursing at Orange Base Hospital, 

transferred to Bathurst Private Hospital on the same day. They met at a dance in the 

Memorial Hall in Bathurst and married on 8 August 1942 at St Canice’s Catholic 

Church, Katoomba. After his discharge in 1945, he and Heather moved from Bathurst 

to Brighton-le-Sands and Nick recommenced work as an accountant with the same 

Sydney firm. 

 

Nick and Heather had three children: Stephen Thomas 1944, Gabrielle Alice (Koop) 

1947, and Damien Nicholas 1949. Nick then left the accountancy game and he and 

Heather bought a mixed business in Bankstown, which became flourishing and 

profitable. In the mid 1950s Nick and Heather bought a delicatessen business in 

Pennant Hills. At the same time they also bought a home at Pennant Hills Road, West 

Pennant Hills which was the family home for 41 years. They both worked the 

delicatessen until retirement in mid 1970s. 

 

Nick and Heather enjoyed entertaining - they had a ready supply of food from the 

business and the piano at home was the centre of many a good nights cheer. Nick 

loved a beer, a smoke and to get away with a few of his mates in the bush chasing the 

elusive trout in mountain streams.  

 

He was a keen gardener but above all his 

favourite hobby was cabinet making - he 

loved Australian red cedar timber, the soft 

wood he carved, turned and polished into 

all forms of furniture. He was also a 

passionate Parramatta rugby league 

supporter and a very memorable day in his 

life was when they won their first 

premiership in 1981. 

 

Nick was a great conversationalist and 

could talk to anybody and felt equally at 

home with a mate in the pub or at a 

function with professionals. Nick had a 

deep faith.  

 

                                                                 Nicholas Dorahy died on 15 September 1997.  
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1.2.7b.8     Albert James (Pete) Dorahy (1913-1995) 

Submitted by Graeme Dorahy, son 

Albert James Dorahy, always known as Pete, was born 16 December 1913, the eighth 

child of Hugh and Alice (Austin) Dorahy. After he left school Pete worked for the 

Parramatta PDS (Producers Distributing Society). He was transferred to Lismore in 

1939 to manage the PDS there. In 1941 he married Clarice Mann, the daughter of 

Harry Mann, a publican. Pete and Clarice had four children: Graeme, Anne, 

Christopher and Veron. 

 

At the end of World War II, Pete’s father-in-law Harry was having trouble managing 

the Parramatta Hotel in Argyle Street, and he asked Pete to take over as proprietor. 

Pete increased turnover dramatically and the number of staff jumped from 8 to 28. 

The hotel became known as ‘Dorahy’s Pub’. When sold in 1953, just before trading 

was extended from 6 pm to 10 pm it was the second highest beer quota in NSW. 

 

Pete went to Toowoon Bay on the Central Coast and bought a butcher’s shop in 

Maitland which was managed by his brother Jack Dorahy. When the Maitland floods 

hit he gave away a lot of meat to people who had lost everything. 

 

When Clarice died of breast cancer in 1962, Pete moved to ‘Cheshunt’ in Singleton 

and the two youngest children, Chris and Veron, were sent to boarding school. With 

the help of his eldest son, Graeme, he turned potato paddocks into a dairy farm and 

won a milk licence in the drought of 1966. 

 

In 1968 Pete sold ‘Cheshunt’ and moved back to Toowoon Bay where he met Joan 

Earl whom he married in 1976. They moved to Kars Springs near Scone running a 

mixed farm with sheep and cattle. Greg Doolan (Alice Dorahy’s son) helped Pete look 

after the property. When Pete bought a property at Baradine Greg moved back to his 

home town of Coonabarabran to manage it.     

 

When Kars Springs was sold in 1983 Pete and Joan moved 

back to The Entrance. They then went on a trip to London 

to visit his son Graeme (who was practising as a dentist 

there) and his two grandsons.  

 

Pete joined the ‘Toowoon Bay Tuffs’, a group of men who 

swam all year round across the heads at Toowoon Bay. 

They featured in the local paper.  

 

Pete’s youngest grandchild, Glenn, was born 16 December 

(Pete’s birthday) in 1988, as was Gary Cartmer, Pete’s 

son-in-law, and a photo of all three together appeared in 

the St  George Leader.  

 

On 23 August 1995 Pete died of lung cancer. He had stopped smoking his pipe in 

1968 but undoubtedly the years of working in the pub had some effect on his lungs. 

Graeme remembers the air being thick with tobacco smoke. Pete was buried at North 

Rocks Cemetery.  
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1.2.7b.9     Stanley Bede Dorahy (1916-1999) 

Submitted by Annette Wills, daughter 

Stanley Bede Dorahy was born in Parramatta on 20 August 1916, the ninth child of 

Hugh and Alice (Austin). He went to the local school and finished his schooling at 

Marist Brothers College, Parramatta. He left school to help on the family farm which 

he loved. He rode his bike or rode a horse 3 to 4 miles twice a day to help his father 

milk. 

 

In the mid-1930s he joined the PDS as a Grain Miller where he became the head 

storeman before enlisting with Australian Military Forces on 3 November 1941. He 

was transferred to Bathurst where he ran the QA store until he was discharged on 26 

July 1944. 

 

In 1937 Stan met Joan Burgess at a local church dance - they courted for five years 

and married on 7 September 1942 whilst on five days leave from the Army. Stan and 

Joan had eight children: Annette Joan (Wills) 1943, Mark John 1945, Gerard Stanley 

1947, Gregory Charles 1949, Bernard Hugh 1951, Alice Elizabeth (Evans) 1953, 

Maree Therese (McLean) 1957 and Kathleen Mary (Griffin) 1962. 

 

In 1946 Stan and Joan went into business at Maroubra - they started a Produce Store 

which was to become very profitable. He owned and ran the business for the next 23 

years. In 1949 they purchased their family home at Maroubra Junction. During his 

time at Maroubra, Stan held the Championship Title at the Long Bay Rifle Club for 

many years. They stayed in Maroubra until they bought a beef cattle property at 

Mittagong where they moved in 1963 for the next 10 years. 

 

In 1973 Stan and Joan relocated to 

Port Macquarie where they owned and 

ran the Hastings Valley Motel for the 

next four years. They then purchased a 

home in Port Macquarie and a caravan 

which was to be the highlight of their 

retirement, going around Australia for 

two years, and then doing it again a 

few years later. They were active 

members of St Vincent De Paul in 

Wauchope as well as being very 

involved in many other Church 

activities. 

 

Stan and Joan moved to Queensland’s Sunshine Coast in the late 1980s where they 

enjoyed a wonderful life enjoying family and many friends. Stan was known as a man 

of principle and integrity, he had a very strong personality and was very family 

orientated; his greatest love was telling stories and having a few beers with his sons. 

Stan had a very strong faith and a particular devotion to the Blessed Virgin. 

 

Stan died on 20 November 1999. 
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1.2.8b     James Dorahy (1872-1944) 

Submitted by Ron Redwin, grandson 

James Dorahy was born on 22 November 1982, the eighth of the twelve children of 

Patrick and Bridget (Coffey) Dorahy. He grew up on his parents’ farm at Greendale 

and after a short period as a hospital attendant, Jim took up farming again.  

 

On 29 January 1901, at St Nicholas Church, Penrith, James Dorahy married Anastasia 

Ryan, who was reputed to have been born at Barrenjoey Lighthouse. They had a dairy 

farm at Wallacia, before moving to ‘Marlewood’ (or ‘Marlwood’) on Mulgoa Road, 

Mulgoa. It was a property of 309 acres.  

 

James (Jim) and Anastasia had eight children: Joseph 1902, Anastasia (known as 

‘Tat’) 1904, Margaret (‘Diggie’) 1907, James 1910, Catherine Beatrice 1912, Vincent 

1913, Phyllis 1918 (died 1920) and John 1924.  

 

He is remembered as a tall, portly man with a walrus moustache. Jim had large hands 

as a result of years of milking. He was an astute businessman who was involved in the 

establishment of the Nepean Co-Operative Dairy and Refrigerating Society Limited 

and running the milk collection trucks. 

 

Jim was always welcoming and happy when his grandchildren came to the farm for a 

holiday. After milking, loading children and adults into the car for the trip to Penrith 

for Sunday Mass was a ritual. He was a devout Catholic.  

 

James Dorahy died on 27 November 1944, one year after the death of his wife 

Anastasia. He is buried in Penrith general cemetery.  

 

 
  

James and Anastasia Dorahy and family 
 

Joseph, Anastasia (Tat), Vincent, Anastasia snr, James, James 
snr, Catherine (Beatrice), Margaret (Diggie) 
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1.2.8b.1     Joseph John Dorahy (1902-1966) 
1.2.8b.4     James Charles Dorahy (1910-1970) 
1.2.8b.6     Vincent Maurice Dorahy (1913-1964) 
 

Submitted by Ron Redwin, nephew 

James and Anastasia (Ryan) Dorahy had eight children, of whom seven survived to 

adulthood. Joe, Jim and Vince were three of the sons. 

 

 

Joseph John Dorahy was born in 1902, the eldest child of James and Anastasia. To 

his father’s disappointment, Joe was more interested in mechanics than farming and 

left the farm to become a car mechanic in various country towns. An unsuccessful 

early marriage produced one daughter. 

 

Joe often came to Sydney between jobs and stayed with his sister, Diggie [Margaret], 

and her family. His preferred pastime was gold fossicking. Joseph Dorahy died in 

1966. 

 

 

James Charles Dorahy was the fourth child (second son) in the family; born in 1910. 

Jim was probably the real farmer – the one most suited to farming. He stayed on the 

farm at Mulgoa. Because of the constant hard work and long hours, he had little 

chance to marry. 

 

He was seen, in the family, as a gentle giant, and was very caring of his nieces and 

nephews who often came to the ‘Marlewood’ for holidays. 

 

Jim married his wife, Jean, later in life. They had no children. He and his brother, 

Vince, worked for the Department of Main Roads in later years. James died in 1970. 

 

 

Vincent Maurice Dorahy, born in 1913, was the sixth of the children of James and 

Anastasia. Vince was the ‘bush lawyer’ of the family. He was interested in politics. 

 

At one stage he bought property at Thornleigh where he established a dairy farm. 

Vince milked his cows and then delivered the milk, to his customers, by horse and 

cart, in order to ‘cut out the middle man’. This proved an exhausting work load and he 

had to sell the milk as raw milk as it was unpasteurised. 

 

Vince had left the farm, ‘Marlewood’, when he was conscripted into the army during 

World War II. At this time he met and married Patricia Lyons. They had no children. 

They returned to ‘Marlewood’ after John left the farm. Later Vince and his older 

brother Jim decided to sell the farm and both then worked for the Department of Main 

Roads. Vincent Dorahy died in 1964. 
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1.2.8b.3     Margaret Dagmar Redwin, née Dorahy (1907-2006) 

Submitted by Patricia Barbero, daughter 

Margaret Dagmar Dorahy, known as ‘Diggie’, was the third of eight children born to 

James and Anastasia Dorahy. They lived on a dairy farm, ‘Marlewood’, at Mulgoa.  

 

She and her siblings helped with morning milking before school. The school was 

some miles distant and the children travelled bareback, all on one horse. Diggie was 

brave and fast, as it was she who held the rambunctious goat until the others were 

safely through the paddock, then she would let it go and run for her life. School, with 

the bias of the country teacher, was also bravely borne. 

 

Margaret (Diggie) moved to Sydney with 

her elder sister, Anastasia, to find work 

and they stayed with their cousins. At a 

dance she met Ronald Bartlett Redwin, 

who was to be her husband for sixty three 

years of happy marriage. 

 

The Redwin household was run with 

efficiency and she made wonderful pastry, 

scones and cakes. In this, she took after 

her mother who, when she saw visitors 

coming in the gate, would have scones or a 

sponge in the oven by the time they 

reached the door. 

 

Diggie had a good sense of humour and 

loved trying new ‘labour-saving’ 

appliances as they became available. She 

had one of the first Hoover washing 

machines and an electric wringer that 

frequently ran amok and had to be 

vigorously untangled. There was the time when the pressure cooker exploded and 

vegetables painted the walls and ceiling of the kitchen. These were all dealt with 

quietly and her five children: Valerie 1934, Ronald 1935, Patricia 1939, Clifford 1941 

and Ellen 1943, had a happy home. She was a devout Catholic and thought that the 

only Sunday Mass that counted was the first Mass at 7.15am, for which she ruthlessly 

hauled all the children out of bed. 

 

Diggie and Ron (‘Pop’) were much loved by their seventeen grandchildren and they 

were a major influence in their lives. Diggie’s calm and loving focus on family 

balanced Pop’s enjoyment of robust discussion. Ron died in 1997.   

 

As Diggie’s health deteriorated in her 90s, she remained calm, stoic and 

uncomplaining and enjoyed the outings and visits of family. Diggie (Margaret 

Dagmar) Redwin died in 2006.  
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1.2.8b.3.1     Valerie Margaret Re, née Redwin (1934- 

Submitted by Patricia Barbero, sister 

Valerie Margaret Redwin is the eldest of five siblings. Her parents were Margaret 

Dagmar (Dorahy) and Ronald Redwin. Valerie was a good student, and won a 

coveted scholarship to Sydney University where she successfully studied medicine, 

one of the few women to graduate in 1959.  

 

In 1961 Valerie married a fellow doctor, John Re. They had six children - Maryanne, 

John, Peter, Celia, Felicity, and Ted - all of them now successful graduates of 

university. Sadly in 1974 John died of stroke. Valerie has now practised medicine for 

53 years, and continues to work; enjoys history and reading good books, and has eight 

grandchildren so far. 
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1.2.8b.3.2     Ronald James Redwin (1935 – 

Submitted by Beverley Redwin, wife 

Ronald James Redwin was born in Sydney in 1935. He was the second of five 

children born to Margaret Dagmar (Diggie) Redwin, née Dorahy, and Ronald Bartlett 

Redwin. 

 

His grandparents, James and Anastasia Dorahy, were still on their dairy farm, 

‘Marlewood’ (or ‘Marlwood’), at Mulgoa and he has memories of spending time there 

as a youngster and recalls the milking, butter-churning, haymaking and other farm 

pursuits with his grandparents and uncles and aunt. 

 

The family lived at Auburn, where he attended school at St John’s College, now 

Benedict College, and, for his senior years, at St Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill – both 

Marist Brothers’ schools. Here he achieved academically, as well as playing Rugby 

Union in First XV and rowed in a four. 

 

He attended Sydney University and graduated in Medicine in 1960. After periods as a 

Resident Medical Officer and Registrar in hospitals, he worked, with two partners, as 

a General Practitioner in Earlwood, for forty years. 

 

Ron married Beverley Townsend in 1962 and they have four children: Margaret 1963, 

Peter 1965, Robert 1967 and Philippa 1968.  

 

They lived in Earlwood – a choice that, in view of the long hours the doctors worked, 

allowed him to see a lot of the children while they were young. Apart from his 

General Practice, he managed to find time for furniture restoration, sailing, fishing 

and attending the children’s sports and school functions. With the children all 

attending the local Catholic school, many friendships were formed with other 

families. It was a vibrant and cohesive society and offered him and family a 

productive and happy life. 

 

Ron is now retired – with time to indulge and enjoy his interest in travel, woodwork, 

Rugby Union, sailing, fishing and, maybe his greatest interest, his eight 

grandchildren. 
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2.8b.5    Catherine Beatrice Dorahy (1912-1995) 

Submitted by Patricia Barbero, niece 

Catherine Beatrice Dorahy, known as Beatrice or Beat, born 1912, was the fifth (and 

third youngest) child of James Dorahy and Anastasia née Ryan.  

 

Beatrice went to a one-teacher school at Wallacia, and also studied piano. She stayed 

on the farm after her parents died - housekeeping for her brothers. After they married 

she sought her future in Sydney.  

 

She worked at Renwick Hospital for years and then retired to her unit. Beat lent a 

helping hand to her widowed niece, Valerie, to raise the children. 

 

Catherine Beatrice Dorahy died on 29 August 1995. 
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1.2.8b.8     John Patrick Dorahy (1924-1999) 

Submitted by Michael (Mike) Dorahy, son 

John Patrick Dorahy was born in 1924, the youngest of the eight children of James 

and Anastasia, and was raised on a dairy farm in Mulgoa.  

 

Jim (James), his dad, was a disciplinarian when it came to work and commitment to 

the Catholic faith. Therefore farm chores started early in John’s life and from the age 

of five he would rise at 4 am, help with the milking and then ride his bike six miles to 

school on a dirt road. At the end of the school day he would hurry home to complete 

the rest of his chores before tea. Prayers, Mass and devotion where also central to 

family life and occupied a good deal of John’s time in addition to work and school. 

 

Most of his siblings progressively escaped the farm and as his father aged, John had to 

accept an ever increasing workload. John and Jim became very close.  

 

John’s mother Anastasia died in 1943 and his father Jim in 1944. John found support 

from the Penrith parish priest and joined the youth group. It was at one of the church 

dances that John met Josephine Farrell, a Bondi Junction girl, who had gone all the 

way to Penrith for the dance at the encouragement of her aunt, the presbytery house 

keeper. By now John had moved to Sydney and his brothers Vince and Jim had 

moved back to the farm.  

 

John and Josie initially found it difficult to adjust to their new life together and find a 

permanent place to call home and in 1953 their son Michael was born. In 1957 John 

purchased a truck and headed for the Snowy Mountain Scheme. Josie and Michael 

joined him a few months later living in a caravan on the side of a windswept mountain 

at a place called Happy Jacks. 

 

In later years they settled down in their home and Joanne was born in 1962, almost 10 

years after Michael. John’s moral compass and compassion always remained true. He 

and Josie often opened their home to people in need. This included people with 

alcohol and gambling additions who needed a place to stay and 

some support as they tried to get their lives back on track.   

 

Always a bit restless the family moved to Melbourne in 1971 and 

then to Perth in 1975. In Perth John and Josie purchased a 

Newsagency at North Beach and blended well with the local 

community. In Perth Josie’s health grew steadily worse and was 

often in and out of hospital. She died of cancer in 1990.  

 

John sold the business and moved into an active retirement. He 

could be seen every morning riding his push bike to Mass with his blue cattle dog 

‘Blue’ running by his side. John and Blue made a number of trips to Sydney to visit 

family. He modified the car, to everyone’s amusement, for the trips by removing the 

front passenger seat to fashion a bed so that he and Blue could pull up anywhere. The 

morning of 16 June 1999 John and Blue never made it to the church door. John 

simply died on his way through the park. Not surprisingly John’s funeral attracted a 

big turnout. He had remained true to his father’s teachings to the end.  
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1.2.10b     Joseph Dorahy (1875-1948) 

Submitted by Helen Patterson, granddaughter 

 

Joseph (Joe) Dorahy was born on 20 July 1875 at Greendale, the tenth of the twelve 

children of Patrick and Bridget (Coffey) Dorahy. He had a basic education at 

Greendale Public School. When his father died in 1885, Joe was only ten years old. 

Joe stayed on the farm at Greendale with his mother and his siblings until one by one 

they left to get married. 

 

Joseph Dorahy married Freda Annie Langworthy on 15 July 1908 at the Catholic 

Church at St Marys (South Creek). Born in 1887, Freda was a daughter of Frederick 

and Emma Langworthy. Freda and her family were living near Badgerys Creek when 

she met Joe. 

 

Joe and Freda Dorahy began their married life on a farm near St Marys in western 

Sydney. Their son Hugh Joseph (known always as ‘Tib’) was born there in 1909. The 

family lived on the farm for a few more years until Joe became a carter or carrier, 

delivering goods by horse and cart. A second child, Frances, was born to Freda and 

Joe in 1913 but she only survived for 20 hours.  

 

Joe, Freda and Tib moved to Five Dock and later to Wentworthville/Pendle Hill. In 

1923 Joe became Post Master of the Pendle Hill Post Office located on Great Western 

Road - he also ran a general store at these premises.  

 

In the mid-1930s the Dorahys moved away from Sydney’s west to the beachside 

suburb of Bondi where Joe had a newsagency business. In 1936, at Bondi, his wife 

Freda became ill and died from cancer.  

 

From 1937 Joe and son Tib leased a sports store and barber 

shop in Bondi. After Tib’s marriage that year to Margaret 

Austin, Joe continued to live with the family. Tib became a 

tennis coach and acquired tennis courts in North Bondi 

where Joe helped out with the court maintenance.  

 

Joe lived with Tib and his family for 20 years. During that 

time there were often ‘disagreements’ with his daughter-in-

law over matters such as Joe smoking his smelly pipe or 

slurping tea from the saucer! Joe’s grandchildren 

remember him always singing as he went around the house 

– he had a repertoire of about five songs, mostly Irish! 

 

Joe gradually developed senile dementia and in 1957 

entered a Nursing Home at Richmond. Joseph Dorahy died 

at Richmond on 25 July 1958. He was 83 years old. Joe 

was buried at Woronora Cemetery with his wife Freda.  
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1.2.10b.1     Hugh Joseph (Tib) Dorahy (1909-2000) 

Submitted by Helen Patterson, daughter 

 

Hugh Joseph Dorahy was born on 7 July 1909, at St Marys, the first and only 

surviving child of Joseph and Freda (Langworthy) Dorahy. He was always known by 

the nickname of ‘Tib’ or ‘Tibby’. Tib lived with his parents in St Marys, Five Dock 

and Wentworthville/Pendle Hill before they moved to Bondi in the 1930s. His mother, 

Freda, died at Bondi in 1936.  

 

On 14 August 1937, Tib married (Nora) Margaret Austin, daughter of Henry and 

Margaret Austin of Parramatta, at St Monica’s Catholic Church, North Parramatta. 

After their marriage, Tib and Marg (and Tib’s father Joe) lived behind the sports store 

and barber shop which Tib and his father leased in Hall Street, Bondi.  

 

He had always been a keen competitive tennis 

player and, in 1941, Tib decided that he would 

become a full-time tennis coach and court 

proprietor. He purchased two tennis courts at 

Wallis Parade, North Bondi, and began a 

longstanding career in tennis coaching. Two more 

courts were added in 1950 and a fifth court in 1960.  

 

Tib worked seven days a week in his tennis 

business. He started private coaching at 7am most 

mornings and did group coaching of school 

children every weekday afternoon; he ran mid-

week ladies and weekend mixed social groups; he 

entered teams in the Eastern Suburbs competitions 

(the club teams were know as ‘Tee Dee’); and he 

broomed and watered the five loam courts. But 

tennis was not just an occupation for Tib, it was his 

life - and he loved it!  

 

Tib and Marg had two children: Dennis 1938 and Helen 1943. Despite Tib’s life 

revolving around his tennis business, he found time to help out with local church and 

school activities. He was gentle, amiable character and had the ‘gift of the gab’- he 

would talk about any subject, particularly if it involved tennis or tennis players.  

 

When he decided to cut back on his workload, Tib sold the house and four of the 

tennis courts fronting Wallis Parade but retained one court backing onto an old house 

in Blair Street, North Bondi. In 1966 a new house was built and Tib continued tennis 

coaching for another 18 years before he decided to retire altogether. He and Marg 

moved to Marsfield where they became involved with church activities in their new 

suburb and Tib took up bowls. They were devoted to their grandchildren.  

 

Eventually Tib began to suffer from dementia and entered a nursing home in Ryde in 

1994. Hugh Joseph (Tib) Dorahy died in Ryde Hospital on 24 July 2000. He was 

buried in Macquarie Park (formerly Northern Suburbs) Cemetery, with his wife Marg 

who had died in 1997.   
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1.2.12b     Francis Louis Dorahy (1879-1925) 

Submitted by Suzanne Dorahy, granddaughter 

Francis Louis Dorahy was born on 26 July 1879 at Greendale; the twelfth and 

youngest, child of Patrick and Bridget (Coffey) Dorahy. He was baptised on 9 

November 1879 in the Parish of St Nicholas of Myra, Penrith - his sponsors were his 

oldest siblings, Annie and William Dorahy.  

 

At Campbelltown on 23 April 1907, Francis Louis Dorahy married Florence Agnes 

Wedesweiler, the daughter of Francis and Mary Wedesweiler (née Petrie) of Camden. 

The marriage produced five children: Harold 1907, Kathleen 1910, Ronald Francis 

1918, Iris 1920 (died 1921) and Edna 1923.   

 

 

 
 

 

At some stage during their marriage, Francis Louis and Florence moved to 

Muswellbrook in the Hunter Valley of New South Wales, where they stayed until 

Ronald was six weeks old. From there they moved to Mayfield, an outer suburb of 

Newcastle.  

 

On his Death Certificate, Francis Louis is listed as having been a ‘Commercial 

Traveller’. His death, on 10 April 1925, was from injuries received while working at 

BHP. At the time of his death, his daughter, Iris, had predeceased him. 
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1.2.12b.1     Harold Dorahy (1907-1997) 

Submitted by Suzanne Dorahy, niece 

Harold Dorahy was born in 1907, the eldest of Francis Louis and Florence 

(Wedesweiler) Dorahy’s five children. 

 

Following the death of his father in 1925 and the Great Depression, Harold assisted 

his mother, Florence, with running the household. As employment became scarce 

because of the Depression, he worked for the Government going ‘on the road’. It is 

assumed that this was labouring work, constructing roads and bridges around the state 

as well as work on the land. Following the Depression he worked at BHP. 

 

Harold remained unmarried and devoted his life to his siblings and their families. He 

was a first class cricketer playing for Waratah.  

 

 

 
 

 

He had the most fascinating room: the dressing table was covered with pennies, 

halfpennies and two shilling pieces; he had every kind of liniment and rubbing 

solution available. If you had an ache or a pain he reckoned he had the remedy!   

 

Harold died 17 August 1997 aged 89. His ashes were placed in the grave of his 

parents and sister at Sandgate Cemetery, near Newcastle NSW. 
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1.2.12b.2    Kathleen Doris Dobson, née Dorahy (1910-1983) 

Submitted by Margaret Kelly, daughter 

Kathleen Doris Dorahy (second child of Francis Louis Dorahy and Florence Agnes 

Dorahy (née Wedesweiler) was born in Muswellbrook on 21 October 1910. The 

family moved to Newcastle in 1918.  

 

Kathleen worked in the Railway Refreshments Room at Newcastle Railway Station 

where she met Joseph Edward Dobson (a porter at the Criterion Hotel), an 

Englishman from Newcastle-on-Tyne. They married in 1934 and lived in Mayfield, 

Newcastle, where they raised five children: Margaret, Paul, Barbara, John and 

Anthony.  

 

Kathleen Dobson died on 5 October 1983. 
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1.2.12b.3     Ronald Francis Dorahy (1918-2002) 

Submitted by Suzanne Dorahy, daughter 

Ronald Francis Patrick Dorahy was born 23 October 1918 at Muswellbrook, the 

fourth child of Francis Louis and Florence Agnes (Wedesweiler) Dorahy. Six weeks 

later, by horse and sulky, the family moved to Mayfield, an outer suburb of 

Newcastle. 

 

Harold and Kathleen were his older siblings and Edna younger. Another sister, Iris, 

died while Ronald was quite young. His father, Francis Louis Dorahy, died in 1924 

when Ronald was six. This was a difficult time for the family, although his mother, 

Florence, was a resilient lady who was able to manage not just her own family but 

anyone else in need.   

 

Educated at Hamilton Marist Brothers, he was very proud to be a ‘Marist Brothers 

Boy’ and if his daughters brought home a young man who had been a ‘MBB’ that was 

a step in the right direction! He used to tell stories of a Brother who, on one occasion, 

in the Latin class, said ‘Dorahy, you’ll either be a Pope or a Prime Minister’. Though 

he achieved neither position, he was more than happy with his life and family. 

 

A keen sportsman with the bat and racquet, Ronald could turn his hand to any sport, 

although cricket was his first love, tennis in the ‘off’ season, golf came later in his 

life. He would speak of school holidays spent at Waratah Oval playing the seasonal 

sport; ‘we’d only come home to eat’ he would say. While he had children at St 

Joseph’s School Toronto ‘Mr Dorahy’ was the Sports Master - volunteer of course. 

These activities, sports carnivals etc., were scheduled around his commitments at 

BHP where he worked for nearly 40 years. He could not be promoted any further 

without a University Degree; surprisingly BHP offered to pay for this tertiary 

education, however, he refused saying it wouldn’t be fair to his young family. 

 

In 1944 he had married Josephine Haynes - they 

moved from Mayfield to the Lake Macquarie suburb of 

Bolton Point where they had had a weekender for 

several years. They had four children: Suzanne, 

Jeffrey, Maria and Catherine. 

 

Ronald loved Bolton Point; he would often be heard 

saying he was happy on his ‘estate’ and didn’t need to 

go anywhere else, except Avoca Beach his next 

favourite place. He saw more of New South Wales 

than you’d expect as his youngest daughter, Catherine, 

married a school teacher who later became a Principal; 

where they moved he and Josephine would visit, much 

to the grandchildren’s delight. 

 

Ronald was a loving, caring person who had many acquaintances but didn’t seem to 

need more than a couple of good friends. He was full of fun, had a nickname for every 

one of his grandchildren as well as his own children. Ronald died 6 August 2002.   
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1.2.12b.5     Edna Lydon, née Dorahy (1923- 

Submitted by Vicki Peady, daughter 

Edna Dorahy was born on 23 June 1923, the fifth and last child born to Francis Louis 

and Florence Agnes Dorahy. She lived all her childhood years in Roe Street, 

Mayfield. Edna went to the Catholic primary school in Mayfield and then on to St 

Clement Catholic High School. 

 

She had to leave school at an early age as things were tough at home for the family 

because Edna’s father died when she was very young. Edna worked at Shirley’s Shoe 

Store in Newcastle and then John’s Silk Store in Newcastle.  

 

Edna met Patrick John Lydon (known to all his friends as John) at the Seaman’s 

Mission in Newcastle in 1954 and they were married on 21 May 1955. They spent the 

first three years of their marriage in Crown Street, Stockton, renting half a house. 

Edna finished her working career at Scott’s department store in Newcastle in 1956 

just before the birth of her first child.  

 

The Lydons had two daughters: Vicki Ann (Peady) in 1956 and Carolyn Maree 

(Wright) in 1960. They all moved to Winchester Street, Mayfield West, when Edna 

and John purchased their first home.  

 

When she was younger, Edna loved to play tennis. She also played ten pin bowls 

regularly with her sister Kath until she died, and in later years she loved to play bingo. 

Edna has had a very wonderful life; she has travelled overseas a couple of times as 

John is from England. They had a holiday home for 25 years at Nambucca Heads 

which they used to love going up to when John was on leave from the sea (he was a 

merchant seaman). They had to sell the holiday home when Edna had a stroke a 

number of years ago.  

 

John still lives in the family home in Mayfield West but Edna has recently gone into a 

nursing home in Mayfield. She is in good health now - just ageing gracefully.  

 

Daughters Vicki and Carolyn (known as Cal) have provided Edna with seven 

grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. 
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1.4.3     Patrick Joseph Dorahy (1862-1951) 

Submitted by Jeanette Clear, granddaughter 

Patrick Joseph Dorahy was born on 5 October 1862 in Greendale, the eldest child of 

William Dorahy and Julia Coffey. He was described as a fine stamp of a man with a 

handsome face, upright carriage, beautifully modulated voice and charm of manner.  

 

His early education is unknown but Patrick’s parents must have encouraged a love of 

learning as he was well read and always interested in politics and current affairs. Loss 

of sight in his old age was a burden he accepted. He then relied on the radio or 

listening to his grandchildren read the Herald to him.   

 

Between 1880 and 1900 he belonged to the Bohemian set in Sydney. He counted 

amongst his friends Fred Bloomfield of The Bulletin fame, poet Roderick Quinn and 

lawyer R D Meagher. His interests included speech making, writing and debating.  

 

P J Dorahy was fiercely Irish and anti-English. He was involved in fund raising for 

the memorial to Michael Dwyer, the Wicklow Chief, and the Rebellion of 1798. He 

was one of the thousands who walked to Waverley Cemetery for the dedication.  

 

In 1888 Patrick married Mary Nichols in the Sacred Heart Church, Darlinghurst. At 

that time he had a grocery shop in Darlinghurst. Patrick and Mary Dorahy had three 

children: Mary Catherine, known as Kathleen, John William Canice (the first baby 

christened at St Canice's Church, Elizabeth Bay) and Thomas Meagher. About 1900 

the family moved to an orchard property, ‘Checkley’, at Dundas. This later became a 

dairy farm. About this time Patrick wrote articles for The Freeman's Journal. He later 

he became a representative for a Wine and Spirit merchant. This entailed covering 

large areas and long periods of time away from the family.  

 

On retirement, about 1930, he helped his son, John, on the dairy 

farm. Each Monday, he travelled to Sydney to collect the rent 

from his wife's Paddington properties and to catch up with his 

friends. This became ‘Mintie Day’ for the grandchildren living 

on the property.  

 

‘Checkley’ was the hub for close and distant relatives to visit on 

a Sunday. High Tea was eaten at two large tables in the dining 

room - children at one table and the adults at the other. At the 

conclusion of the meal there was a singsong with one or other of 

the adults accompanying on the piano.  

 

About 1940 ‘Checkley’ was sold to the Marist Brothers. Patrick 

and Mary went to live with Kathleen and Fred Barber at 

Abbotsford. After Mary's death in l944, Patrick lived with his 

son Thomas at Bellevue Hill and later Wagga Wagga. Here he 

stayed until about 1950 at which time he moved to Wollongong to live with his son 

Jack (John) and his wife Marie at the Hotel Wollongong. There he died on 22 

November 1951. Patrick is buried in the family grave at Waverley together with Mary 

and other relatives.  
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1.4.3.1     Kathleen Barber, née Dorahy (1889-1971) 

Submitted by Geraldine O’Brien, granddaughter 

Kathleen [Mary Catherine] Dorahy was born 19 April 1889 to Patrick Joseph and 

Mary Dorahy, née Nichols. She attended school at Subiaco convent, Rydalmere. 

 

In June 1917 Kathleen Dorahy married Frederick George Barber, a dentist. They had 

four children: Eric, Mary, John and Brian. 

 

As a married woman, she lived first at Croydon Street, Lakemba, with the three first-

born children (Eric, Mary and John/Jack) and then later at ‘Hexham’, Checkley Street, 

Abbotsford, where Brian was born. Fred had bought Hexham from William Pattinson 

(of Souls Pattinson pharmaceuticals) who had come from Hexham England where he 

established his first pharmacy. The original grand gates from the large property went 

to the Dorahy grandparents at ‘Checkley Farm’ at Dundas, and Fred and his business 

associates sub-divided the land for development, with Fred keeping the house, stables 

and one acre of the land. 

 

 
 

Initially, the children were educated locally, at Haberfield and Five Dock, but Eric 

and Jack were sent to Bathurst (St Stanislaus and All Hallows, respectively). Mary 

boarded at Rose Bay Convent. 

 

Because of post-war housing shortage, Fred and Kathleen converted their large 

Abbotsford home into four flats occupied by themselves, Mary and Frank and family, 

Eric and Marion and their young children, and Brian (‘Bungie’) and Moira. Their son 

John (‘Occa’) was living in the United States, having married an American 

servicewoman, Florence Parrot. 

 

Kathleen was active in the Cumberland branch of the Country Women’s Association. 

Fred was a dentist and man-of-all-trades – small-time importer, successful dabbler in 

a number of small businesses, including British Ensign Products. He died suddenly in 

1961 while away from home, doing a dental locum in Wollongong. Kathleen 

subsequently moved to a flat in Greenwich, where she remained until she transferred 

to a nursing home in Huntley’s Point where she died in 1971.  

Kathleen Barber with 
Mary (rear), Brian, 

John and Eric (front) 
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1.4.3.1.2     Mary O’Brien, née Barber (1919-2008) 

Submitted by Geraldine O’Brien, daughter 

Mary Winifred Barber was born on 31 December 1919, the second child and only 

daughter of Kathleen (née Dorahy) and Frederick George Barber. Mary attended 

school locally at Five Dock before boarding at Rose Bay Convent. 

 

Mary was especially fond of her maternal grandfather, P J Dorahy, who she always 

described as a lovely and loving man, steeped in Irish culture. Mary graduated as a 

social worker while living at Sancta Sophia College at Sydney University and was for 

a short time an almoner at Crown Street Women’s Hospital. On 10 August 1944 she 

married Francis Vincent O’Brien, a dentist whose family were storekeepers in 

Maitland. He was then serving in the AIF. 

 

The O’Briens lived initially at Epping but in the face of the post-war housing 

shortage, Mary and Frank and their growing family moved into one of the flats which 

were a part of her parent’s old family home in Abbotsford.  

 

Mary and Frank had six children: Terence Patrick (1945), Dennis Michael (1947), 

Geraldine Mary (1949), Timothy John (1951), Rory Francis (1956) and Patrick 

Gerard (1958).  

 

Mary died 13 December 2008. 
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1.4.3.2     John William Canice Dorahy (1891-1955) 

Submitted by Catherine Mary Granger, daughter 

John William Canice Dorahy was born on 11 October 1891 in William Street, 

Darlinghurst, to Patrick Dorahy and Mary Nichols. He was the first child to be 

christened at St Canice’s, Elizabeth Bay. 

 

He was educated at Marist Bros. Darlinghurst, then at Marist Bros. Parramatta. 

Leaving school, John trained as a dentist, but never practised, becoming a dairy 

farmer at ‘Checkley’, Dundas. He married Marie Eleanor Timmins (1908-1972) at St 

Mary’s, Rydalmere, on 24 May 1928. They had five children: Catherine Mary, Patrick 

John, Mary, John Timmins and Paul. 

 

John’s home and farm ‘Checkley’ was sold to his brother-in-law Fred Barber, but 

John retained its retail milk business when he moved his family to ‘Simla’, a house he 

bought in Ryde in 1941. He then bought into The Commercial Hotel in Jamberoo in 

1945, then two years later The Mount Kembla Hotel and finally on the South Coast, 

The Hotel Wollongong in 1949. He later sold it in 1953 and then bought a family 

home in Clontarf and the freehold of The Royal Hotel in West Wyalong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He followed his father’s interest in politics, serving as Mayor of Ermington 

Rydalmere for three different terms and was responsible for the early entry of his 

Council to participate in housing development. Not only was John active in sport, 

being President of the NSW Lawn Tennis Association, but he also followed his 

father’s love of literature and debate. He died at Clontarf in September 1955 and is 

buried with his wife, Marie, in Waverley Cemetery in the Dorahy grave. 
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1.4.3.2.1     Catherine Mary Granger, née Dorahy (1929-  

Submitted by Catherine Mary Granger 

Catherine is the eldest child of John Dorahy and Marie Timmins and was born in 

Parramatta in 1929. She was educated at Our Lady of Mercy College (OLMC) 

Parramatta from 1935 to 1944. Following a business course at OLMC she worked for 

the Ministry of Munitions at the end of World War II and later at General Textiles. 

 

Needed to assist the family, she brought her commercial training to their hotel 

business in the South Coast at Jamberoo, Mount Kembla and Wollongong. Catherine 

travelled overseas in 1951 and met another Australian in London that year, Brian 

Granger, whom she later married in 1953 at St Canice’s Church in Elizabeth Bay, 

where her father was the first child baptised. 

 

She and Brian have six children: Georgina Mary (Gaynor), Virginia Ann (Biancardi), 

Richard Anthony, Alexandra Catherine (Wilkinson), John Brian and William Gerard 

Granger. Since her marriage she has lived in Blackheath, Seaforth, and Kirribilli and 

now in Palm Beach, where she presides over a family of twenty two, including 

eighteen grandchildren. 

 

The love of literature and music has been passed down to her through her family and 

this is joined by her lifelong interest in tennis and golf, where in each sport, she has 

excelled as an A Grade player.  
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1.4.3.2.2     Patrick John (Paddy) Dorahy (1931- ) 

Submitted by Paddy Dorahy 

Patrick John Dorahy was born in 1931 in Parramatta, the second child and eldest son 

of John William Canice Dorahy and Marie Timmins. He was educated at Marist 

Brothers, Parramatta, St. Joseph’s College, Hunter’s Hill and Sydney University.  

 

He married Margaret McKinley (died 21 May 2005) at St Mary Magdalene’s Church, 

Rose Bay on 29 August 1957. 

 

Patrick and Margaret have five children: Elizabeth, Paul Martin (married Emma 

Ecroyd of UK and have three sons), Andrew Martin, Catherine (married Robert 

Anthony of UK and have one daughter), James Michael and Margaret. 

 

The family lived in Bronte, Waverley, Rose Bay and Bowral, their current address. 

Paddy practised as a solicitor at Bankstown, Rose Bay and Bowral until retirement in 

2005. 

 

His interests include family, reading, music, bridge and golf. He served for many 

years in golf administration and was Vice President on the Committee of Royal 

Sydney Golf Club. 
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1.4.3.2.3     Mary Taylor, née Dorahy (1932-2010) 

Submitted by Catherine Granger, sister, and Paddy Dorahy, brother. 

Mary Dorahy was born at Parramatta on 16 August 1932, the third child and second 

daughter of John William Canice Dorahy and Marie Eleanor Timmins. She was 

educated at Rydalmere Primary School with her brother Patrick and Our Lady of 

Mercy College, Parramatta , where she boarded for some of her schooling. 

 

She married Vincent Robert Taylor (1926-1998) at St Cecilia’s Church, Balgowlah on 

29 September 1955. Mary and Vin had eight children: Simon Vincent, Luke Gerard 

(1957-1987), Mary Jane (1958-1959), Catherine Mary, Adam Giles, Patrick John, 

Michael Robert and Tobias Jeremiah. The family lived in Wollongong, Tamarama, 

Clovelly and Kensington.  

 

Mary was a loving sister to all her siblings and a most caring and devoted wife and 

mother. She had a forceful personality, was firmly opinionated and generous to a fault 

(very much her father’s daughter). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the constraints imposed by her large family, she became and remained a first 

class golfer, winning two NSW Junior Women’s Championships, as well as 

representing New South Wales at State and Senior levels. She served the sport in 

various administrative capacities and was a long serving Ladies’ Captain of The 

Australian Golf Club. 
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1.4. 3.2.4     John Timmins Dorahy (1935-  

Submitted by John Dorahy 

John, born in 1935, is the fourth child and second son of John William Canice Dorahy 

and Marie Eleanor Timmins. He was educated at St Patrick’s Convent, Parramatta 

1941, St Kevin’s, Eastwood 1941-43, Marist Brothers Eastwood 1944-45, St John the 

Baptist Preparatory School for Boys, Hunters Hill 1946 and St Joseph’s College, 

Hunters Hill 1947-52. While at school, he did well at sport, particularly cricket and 

rugby. In his final year he was coxswain of the Senior Eight at the GPS Head of the 

River. 

 

Following school, he studied accountancy with The Institute of Chartered 

Accountants and read Law under the auspices of the Solicitors Admission Board at 

Sydney University. He began National Service in the second intake in 1956 and was 

the first recipient of the medal of Outstanding Junior Leader awarded to each of three 

Battalions in the Brigade. 

 

John married Marilyn Davidson, a Canadian visitor to Australia, on 17 November 

1973 at St Canice’s Church, Elizabeth Bay, thus maintaining family ties with the 

Church where his father was christened and where siblings Catherine and Paul were 

married. 

 

John and Marilyn have one daughter, Diana Marie (McDonald) born in 1974. 

 

In 1961 John was introduced to lawn bowls. Since that time he has won 55 club 

championships. His other sporting interest is golf, where he only managed to achieve 

B grade status. 

 

John and Marilyn retired in 2011, following 40 years of operating a Law Stationer and 

Conveyancing Agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



141 

 

1.4.3.3     Thomas Meagher Dorahy 1894-1957 

Submitted by Jeanette Clear, daughter 

Thomas Meagher Dorahy was the third child of Patrick Joseph and Mary (Nichols). 

He was born in Darlinghurst on 18 June 1894. When he was four years old, the family 

moved to an orchard property in Dundas Valley. 

 

He was educated by the Marist Brothers in Parramatta. Thomas and his brother John 

walked to and from school unless they scored a ride on the baker’s cart. After school, 

Thomas worked in the city. Later, when his brother had an accident, he worked on the 

dairy farm until John recovered. He then worked as a book keeper on a station 

property. On his return, he worked with his Uncle Mick who taught him the skills of 

the meat trade. In the early 1920s, Thomas opened a butcher shop in Double Bay 

which developed into a very successful business. He was a highly respected member 

of the community. Later he became a Justice of the Peace. 

 

Thomas married Evelyn Kathleen McCauley on 28 October 

1922. Six months later they purchased a house in Bellevue 

Hill which became the family home. They had six children: 

Thomas Kevin, Jeanette Marion, Terence Joseph, Judith 

Anne, Robert Meagher and Evelyn Mary. Their mother, 

Evelyn, died on 6 March 1940 in St Vincent’s Hospital.  

 

With the help of Kitty who had been a ‘mother’s help’ since 

1937, the household survived. In 1943 Kitty married and 

family management became more difficult. Despite this, 

Thomas was determined to keep his children together. 

 

In 1945, Thomas remarried. It was not successful and there 

was a legal separation after a short period. Encouraged by his 

brother John who was a hotelier, Thomas decided to sell his 

business and seek a different life. In 1948, he became the 

licensee of a hotel in Wagga Wagga. The four youngest 

children moved with him - the three youngest finished their 

schooling in boarding school. Terry joined him in the 

business.  

 

Some time later, Thomas required hip surgery. The operation, in Sydney, was not a 

complete success. After a short return to Wagga Wagga, he was airlifted back to 

Sydney. He remained in hospital for over a year until the cause of the infection was 

discovered. He was left with a stiff leg and needed to use a walking stick.  

 

The family returned to Sydney in 1954 and resumed living in the Bellevue Hill home. 

Thomas purchased a milk run which was operated by Terry while Thomas attended to 

the business side of the new venture. He was an enthusiastic lawn bowler but could no 

longer play golf or drive a car. 
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1.4.3.3.1     Thomas Kevin Dorahy (1925- 
1.4.3.3.2     Jeanette Marion Clear, née Dorahy (1926- 
1.4.3.3.3     Terence Joseph Dorahy (1929-1983) 
1.4.3.3.4     Judith Ann Dorahy (1933- 

 

Submitted by Jeanette Clear 

The four eldest of the six children of Thomas Meagher Dorahy and his wife Evelyn 

McCauley: 

 

 

Thomas Kevin Dorahy, known as Kevin, was born 

in 1925, the eldest child of Thomas and Evelyn. He 

was educated at Waverley College where he was Dux 

of the Junior School and a very capable student.  

 

After his Leaving Exam in 1943 Kevin joined the Air 

Force and served in the Pacific Islands. When he was 

discharged he attended Sydney University.  Later he 

joined the NSW Public Service. He finished his 

working life as Registrar of the East Sydney 

Technical College at Darlinghurst.  

 

Kevin retired in 1985 and lives at Eastwood. 

 

 

Jeanette Marion Dorahy was born in 1926, the second child of Thomas and Evelyn. 

She was educated at Holy Cross College, Woollahra, from Kindergarten to the 

Leaving Certificate. After school she studied at Sydney Teachers College to become 

an Infants and Primary school teacher.  

 

Jeanette’s first appointment was at Bellevue Hill followed by Glen Davis and the 

Wagga Wagga area. She married Mervyn Clear at Wagga in 1952. Jeanette resigned 

in 1954 and her first son was born in 1955.  
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In 1956 Jeanette and Mervyn returned to Sydney and moved to their home in 

Eastwood in 1958. She resumed teaching in 1965. The Clears have four sons: Peter, 

David, Brian and Geoffrey, and eleven grandchildren.  

 

 

Terence Joseph Dorahy was born 20 June 1929, the third child of Thomas and 

Evelyn. He was educated at Waverley College where he was a keen sportsman but not 

an academic. Terry left school at 15 and over the years worked with his father in 

various business pursuits.  

 

While living in Wagga, Terry met Czeslawa (Trish) 

Koman whose family had migrated from Europe 

after the Second World War; they married in 1953. 

They moved with the family back to Sydney and 

Terry worked with his father.  

 

Terry was a caring son to his dad, a devoted 

husband to his wife and a good friend to many. 

After his father died Terry moved to North Ryde. 

 

Terry and Czeslawa had twelve children: Paul, 

Terence, John, Elizabeth, Michael, Adrian, 

Catherine, Richard, Marion, Christopher, Andrew 

and Matthew, and sixteen grandchildren.  

 

Terence died on 9 September 1983 after a sudden heart attack. The packed church at 

his funeral was a testimony of the high regard in which he was held.  

 

 

Judith Anne Dorahy was born in 1933, the fourth of Thomas and Evelyn’s six 

children. She was educated at Holy Cross College, Woollahra, until the family moved 

to Wagga Wagga. She finished her education as a boarder at Mount Erin. 

 

When Judith left school she worked as a clerical assistant 

at a Wagga pharmacy. Later she trained as a midwife at 

the Wagga Base Hospital. On graduation, she returned to 

Sydney. Judith trained as a midwife at St Margaret’s 

Hospital, Darlinghurst. After her final exams she joined 

the staff. She continued there until she travelled to 

Canada to join her sister, Evelyn. Judith nursed in Canada 

for four years before returning to Australia. She gained 

her third certificate and worked in Baby Health Centres 

until her retirement.  

 

Judith now lives at the Willows Retirement Village at 

Northmead.  
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1.4.3.3.5     Robert Meagher Dorahy (1934- 

Submitted by Mary Dorahy, daughter 

Robert Meagher Dorahy was born in 1934 in Sydney. He was educated at Holy Cross 

College, Woollahra, and Waverley College. The family moved to Wagga Wagga in 

January 1948. Robert resumed his education at the Christian Brothers College, 

Wagga, and during his father’s illness was sent to board at St Patrick’s College, 

Goulburn.  

 

In 1956 Robert returned to the family residence in Double Bay. He graduated at Law 

from the University of New South Wales in 1986. At this time he was appointed 

Associate Partner and in 1990 became a full partner of A O Ellison Solicitors. Robert 

retired in 2009.  

 

He has been happily married to Jean Dorahy (née) Mitchell since 28 April 1962. Jean 

was a Double Certificate nurse who received an award from the NSW Governor for 

her services to nursing. Her father, Walter Gordon Mitchell, was a highly respected 

grazier from Western NSW.  

 

 

 
 

 

Robert and Jean have three children: Simon Meagher, Patrick Thomas, and Mary 

Kathleen. They are also the proud grandparents of Georgia Elyse, Charlotte Ruby, 

Tess Antonia, Henry Robert, Thomas Patrick Meagher and Lily Jane. 
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1.4.4     Michael Joseph (Mick) Dorahy (1864-1948) 

 Submitted by Michael Dorahy, great-grandson 

Michael Joseph Dorahy was born at Greendale on 23 July 1864, the fourth child of a 

large ‘dinky-di’ Irish family of whom nine of the ten were to survive to adulthood. 

 

A small book has been passed down in the family which was presented to him in July 

1878 for attendance at Catechism at the Sacred Heart Church (possibly at 

Darlinghurst). He was close to his 14
th

 birthday at this time.  

 

He reputedly left home at a young age because of ill treatment and worked in a pawn 

shop in Melbourne for a couple of years. In 1884 (aged 20) he commenced a very 

long and successful career at Riverstone Meat Company initially as a driver. He was 

recommended by a life-long friend and apparently he had to promise to refrain from 

fighting in order to gain the recommendation. 

 

On 6 January 1886 he married Eva Matilda Gallie at St Luke’s Church of England in 

Sydney.  Eva was proud of her father. He was a soldier from the Jersey Islands and 

had anglicised his name from the French ‘Gallet’. Mick and Eva lived in Rozelle in a 

house with no bath. They would bathe in the backyard in a tin bath. 

 

His workmanship in the meat business was quickly observed and promotion came 

Mick’s way at a young age. It is said that could look at a body of beef and estimate 

weight and cost to within a few shillings. Soon he was appointed a beef salesman and 

later the position of Sales Manager. He was reputed to be the best meat salesman in 

Sydney. His great-grandson Stephen worked at Riverstone in the 1970s and several of 

the old-timers at that time still spoke with great respect of Mick’s capabilities. 

 

Mick was a very strict but fair boss. He would respect and protect any employee who 

was honest with him. He was a strict teetotaller, non smoker and never swore. He was 

an impatient, short-tempered person and when provoked had his own terms like 

‘blundering’, ‘blithering’ and ‘lop-eared son of a gun’. He is said to given up the grog 

after he won a hat full of gold sovereigns in a game of two-up. The winnings were 

enough buy a house in Glebe. 

 

Although he had little or no formal education Mick was 

described in a magazine article about his career as a 

mathematician, philosopher, wit and outstanding speaker. 

[Meat Marketing Australia, March 1954]. He was 

respected by the family and was a man of some influence 

as he had done well for himself at a time when there wasn’t 

much money around. He loved horses and was on the 

committee of the NSW Trotting Club for 25 years. One of 

his horses was called ‘Barney Google’. 

 

Mick worked at Riverstone Meat Company for 49 years 

and then amazingly, at age 70, he started his own business: 

Dorahy Meat Co. He finally retired in 1947 and died on 18 

July 1948.  
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1.4.4.1     William Joseph Dorahy (1886-1929) 

Submitted by Michael Dorahy, grandson 

William was the eldest of three sons born to Michael Joseph Dorahy and Eva Matilda 

Gallie on 22 June 1886. 

 

William was an excellent sportsman and excelled at cricket and hurling. About 1914 

he played in the same team as Clarrie Grimmet. He is said to have scored a century at 

Leichhardt Oval against a touring English side and to have hit a massive six into the 

Harbour at some time. 

 

About 1907 he was a coachbuilder in Sydney and samples of beautiful handmade 

tools he produced, such as a spokeshave and a rabbet plane, have been handed down 

in the family. 

 

On 28 September 1912 William Joseph Dorahy married Agnes Monica (Mon) Geary 

at St Fiacre’s Leichhardt. They had 6 children in the 17 years of their marriage. 

 

A large part of his working life was spent as a butcher, firstly at a shop in Burwood 

and later as the owner of the Bay Butchery at Coogee. 

 

Kevin Dorahy remembers his father on the back lawn of his grandfather’s place at 33 

Austenham Road (now Lilyfield Road) Leichhardt when Kevin was about three. 

William was lying on the grass and shooting the rats under the stables with a 22 rifle. 

 

 

 
 

 

His health declined over a period of about 10 years and William died on 30 August 

1929 aged 43. His wife Mon was left with six children aged from 16 months to 16 

years old and little money as William’s last shop at Coogee had not done well.  
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1.4.4.1.1     William Augustine Dorahy (1913-1997) 

Submitted by Chris Dorahy, son 

William Augustine Dorahy was born 28 August 1913 at Leichhardt, the first child to 

William Joseph and (Agnes) Monica Dorahy, and was followed by four brothers and 

one sister: Raymond 1915, Vincent 1917, Marie 1921, Kevin 1926 and Francis (Greg) 

1928. 

 

In 1919 his father purchased a butcher shop in Burwood and was very successful. 

William’s early childhood was a very happy one and full of good times. Grandpa 

Dorahy (Michael) was well up in the meat trade with Riverstone Meat Co. and helped 

to provide the family with lots of food, toys, trips to the circus and the pictures and 

Christmas celebrations at his place. 

 

His father became very ill in 1923 and was forced to sell the business and in 1924 

bought a smaller shop at Coogee, but due to his health worsening he sold this shop as 

well. By 1926 things started to go wrong with his father and mother both sick. 

William’s father passed away in 1929 and the family was split up between the Dorahy 

and Geary grandparents to ease the burden on their mother.  

 

William Augustine, being the eldest son, was forced to go to work to help support the 

family. He started work at Riverstone Meat Co. as an offal boy and within a few years 

he progressed to driver of a meat wagon, working a 12 hour day, 6 days a week. 

 

William met Lily Bradley in 1936 and was married 

on 8 April 1939 in St Michael’s, Stanmore, by school 

friend Father John Fitzpatrick. They moved to a flat 

at Randwick and then to Bondi. In 1945 they moved 

to Wollongong to start work at Caldwell Bros (meat 

wholesalers), with their first child Yvonne born 

1942. In 1946 a second child Christopher was born.  

 

In August 1948 the five brothers formed Dorahy 

Bros with the purchase of their first butcher shop at 

Warrawong. In May 1949 a slaughter house at 

Figtree was purchased and a butcher shop at 

Unanderra. Two more children followed: Maureen 

1949 and Peter 1951.  

 

By 1960 Dorahy Bros was a major employer on the NSW South Coast with 16 

butcher shops, located between Gerringong in the south to Thirroul in the north of the 

Illawarra, also an abattoir, a wholesale meat depot and small goods manufacturing 

facilities. 1975 saw the building of a modern abattoir at Yallah at the cost of $1.5 

million, fully automated with the capacity of 200 large and 1500 small stock daily. 

 

In 1979 William retired and did many trips around Australia and the world with his 

wife. Lily passed away in February 1984 with William surviving till February 1997. 

William and Lily were survived by 4 children, 13 grandchildren and 14 great-

grandchildren.  
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1.4.4.1.2     Joseph Raymond (Ray) Dorahy (1915-1999) 

Submitted by Tim Dorahy, son 

Joseph Raymond Dorahy, known as Ray, was born in Leichhardt Sydney in 1915, the 

second son of William Joseph Dorahy and Agnes Monica Geary. He had four 

brothers, William, Vincent, Kevin and Greg and one sister Marie. 

 

Ray’s early childhood up to the age of thirteen was as normal as can be in a medium 

sized family, but at the passing of his Dad, Ray along with two of his brothers had to 

leave school and look for work, no easy task in the middle of a depression. 

 

Ray took an apprenticeship with Butcher Claude Fortescue in the City and suburbs 

including Hurstville and continued in retail butchering until he went to work for 

Riverstone Meat Co as a driver delivering meat to butcher shops throughout Sydney. 

When Riverstone opened a Meat Wholesale Depot in Wollongong Ray went there as 

a driver and they delivered meat as far south as Nowra which was a fair trip in the mid 

forties using charcoal-burning trucks, and bringing back bags of charcoal for their 

trucks. 

 

In 1948 Ray married Melba May Foster at St Michael’s Stanmore. In that same year 

he and his brother Kevin bought a butcher shop in Warrawong, a suburb of 

Wollongong, where Ray would say ‘streets of people would move into the area 

overnight’. The shop was in Kings Street next door to the Open Hearth Hotel and 

came with all the equipment, including two horses, carts and harnesses. This was the 

start of Dorahy Brothers which later included all the brothers as well as Pat Madden, 

Vince’s brother-in-law. Dorahy Brothers grew rapidly and was to become one of the 

largest domestic meat wholesalers in NSW and having up to 20 retail shops in the 

Illawarra district. 

 

After retirement Ray and Melba bought a small farm at Broughton Village which is 

between Berry and Gerringong. They lived there for fifteen years, Ray always said he 

had a wonderful retirement and loved breeding and selling his cattle; he always 

enjoyed his trip to the Albion Park saleyards in his old Bedford truck and sitting 

around the ring with all the other ‘cockies’. 

 

In 1995 Ray sold the Farm and moved in to Berry 

because at the age of 80 he said he was slowing down a 

bit and could not manage the farm as he would have 

liked.  Also Melba was in the early stages of dementia 

and it was easier to care for her in town. 

 

Ray and Melba were married for 51 years and had four 

children: Stephen Thomas 1949, Anthony Raymond 

1951, Timothy John 1952 and Louise Ellen 1962 

 

Ray died on the 21 January 1999, Melba lived on until 

2004 - they both lay at rest in the Berry Cemetery.  
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1.4.4.1.3     Vincent Owen Dorahy (1917-2002)  

Submitted by Michael Dorahy, son 

Vincent Owen Dorahy was born in Lilyfield, Sydney, on 25 April 1917. Vince’s 

brother Greg was also born on Anzac Day in 1928 - Vince was asked to come and see 

his birthday present and they showed him his new brother. Vince said ‘He is lovely 

Dad, but I would rather have a scooter’. His father’s health deteriorated over a period 

of about 10 years and he died when Vince was 12. As there was no money left, the 

family was split up between the houses of the grandparents. This period of difficulty 

drew the family together into a close knit team. Vinny was not a good student and left 

school at age 13. His uncle George (Handle) gave him a job in his butcher shop in 

Balmain. One evening on a late night shopping day, they prepared a display of meat 

to attract customers for the next day. When they returned after tea to put the lights out 

they saw about 200 people looking at the meat. George thought it was wonderful, but 

the rats had come up from the drains and were fighting over the meat in the window. 

Vince recalled they had very little business for three weeks after that. He went on to 

work at big, busy butcher shops and gained a good knowledge of the trade. He was 

always proud to talk about how he loved his work, even though it was hard and the 

hours extremely long. 

 

In 1946 Vince married Dorothea (Dot) Madden who was also aged 30 and they settled 

in Unanderra. Despite the late start they had eight children by 1961. In 1948 Vince 

and his four brothers teamed with Dot’s brother Pat and started buying butcher shops 

in the suburbs of Wollongong, which was then the fastest growing city in Australia. 

They rode the growth wave and with lots of hard work, good teamwork and ability, 

they had 16 shops and a large abattoir and wholesale business. They sold the business 

in the mid sixties. Vince was manager of the retail side but he found that much more 

stressful than managing a shop. 

 

In 1971 he bought a little shop in Unanderra. Although he 

was extremely well known in the community, it was quite a 

gamble. The business boomed. These were Vince’s halcyon 

days – active in the community and church, a good 

business, well known and popular and a big, happy family, 

He was a typical butcher - portly, lots of funny sayings and 

the knack of making those around him happy while still 

getting his own way. He prided himself in being a ‘stirrer’.  

 

Dot did it tough until the kids started to grow up, especially 

as Vince went to the Leagues Club for an hour or two every 

day plus Sundays at 11am for ‘Sick Parade’. However after 

many years of childrearing Dot was finally able to take up 

her beloved golf again and she and Vince had many happy 

times at The Grange playing in the mixed on Sundays.  

 

Vince’s sons, Pat and Bing, bought the shop and he retired in 1990 after 60 years 

behind the counter. He settled down to enjoy gardening, bowls, making outdoor 

furniture and kid’s toys out of scrounged timber, and touring around. He died on 22 

July 2002, survived by 25 grandchildren.   
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1.4.4.1.4     Marie Therese Beedles, née Dorahy (1921- 

Submitted by Monica Elliott, daughter 

Marie Therese Dorahy was born on 17 March 1921 in Leichardt. She was the fourth 

child and only daughter of William Joseph and Agnes Monica (Mon) Dorahy (née 

Geary). She later became big sister to her two younger brothers. Being the only girl in 

a family of six she was constantly spoiled by her loving brothers. She was always 

thought of lovingly of by her aunts and grandmother. 

 

Marie’s father died when she was eight years old - this bought great challenges to her 

mother and the six children. Luckily for the family, the grandparents, aunties and 

uncles were there to support them. As an eleven year old child Marie witnessed the 

opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

 

Marie was a good scholar, particularly in English, having obtained her Associate to 

the Trinity College London in Elocution. She enjoyed her years of formal education 

leaving school at 16 years of age. As a young woman she lived with her mother 

enjoying her time as her friend and companion. 

 

She went into teaching in the Catholic School 

system in Sydney. After her mother died Marie 

moved to Wollongong with her brothers, living 

and working with the family in the butchery 

business. After some time she moved on to 

work at the canteen at Hoskins Kembla Works 

(the steel works). Here she met William (Bill) 

Beedles and after a two year courtship and six 

month engagement they were married at St 

Patrick’s Catholic Church, Port Kembla, on 9 

August 1952. 

 

They started a family immediately, having five 

children. For some years they lived on a small 

farm in Figtree - it was a haven for the family 

and a great place for nieces and nephews to 

visit. Later they moved to Berkeley where she 

and Bill continued to bring up the family. 

 

Marie took up teaching again and did so for many years. Her life was full, with her 

husband and children. After her retirement she continued her love of teaching by 

instructing youngsters in religious studies until she was 82 years old. She volunteered 

for many years with the St Vincent De Paul Society and was a member of the church 

Social Committee. 

 

Sadly on 6 October 1996 Bill passed away after a battle with fibrotic lung disease 

(mesothelioma). They were happily married for 44 years. A short time later Marie 

moved to St Mary's Retirement Village where she still enjoys a great social life and 

regular visits from her five children, sixteen grandchildren and five great-

grandchildren.  
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1.4.4.1.5     John Kevin Dorahy (1926– 

Submitted by John Kevin Dorahy 

John Kevin, known as Kevin, was born on 5 February 1926 in a private hospital in 

Alison Road Randwick to William and Agnes (Monica). His four older siblings lived 

at Coogee; his youngest brother Greg was born in 1928. 

 

Kevin’s recollection of his Dad was of him lying on the back lawn outside where he 

was shooting at rats in the stable. The second was when one of his aunties lifted him 

up to see his Dad in his coffin in his Grandpa’s lounge room. Kevin was only three 

years old. He also remembers his Auntie Ursula taking him up to the veranda of 

Grandpa Geary’s house in Norton Street Leichardt to see the funeral procession. 

 

Kevin attended St Columba’s, Leichardt, and then St Michael’s, Stanmore, convent 

schools When he was eight he went to De La Salle Ashfield and then, at ten years of 

age, he and Greg boarded at De La Salle Cronulla, two of the first six boys at the  

college. 

 

At 14 years of age, as was the common practice, Kevin started work at Chesterfield 

Sports Factory at Trafalgar Street, Annandale. His wage was 1 pound a week for 48 

hours work. The sports factory was burnt to the ground one Friday night. As a result 

he went to work as a butcher’s apprentice at Forest Road Hurstville for the grand sum 

of 2 pounds a week for 70 hours work. His first counter experience was when a 

customer wanted to buy 8 mutton cutlets - now, cutlets were 14 for 1 shilling and, 

being a young lad, he asked his boss how much he should charge for the 8 cutlets.  

The boss was not amused and pointed out that 8 cutlets cost 8 pence. 

 

At 22 years of age Kevin moved to Warrawong with 

his brother Ray to start the Dorahy Bros. butchering 

business. The five boys decided to start their own 

business, mainly so that they could give their mother a 

good life. The business boomed. 

 

John Kevin Dorahy married Nola Elizabeth Arblaster at 

St Patrick’s Church, Port Kembla, on 30 June 1951. 

They had three children: Lesley Anne, John Kevin and 

Robert Paul and lived at Maynes Parade Unanderra. 

Nola and Kevin were very proud of their three children. 

Nola passed away on 21 July 1995 after 44 years of a 

very successful and happy marriage. 

 

Two years later Kevin married Ursula Lewis at St Peter 

and Paul’s Catholic Church, Kiama, on 24 May 1997. 

They live in Gerringong. 

 

Kevin has 11 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren.  
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4.4.1.6     Francis Gregory (Greg) Dorahy (1928-2003) 

Submitted by Joanne Lohrey, daughter 

Francis Gregory Dorahy, known as Greg, was born at Five Dock on 25 April 1928. 

He was the youngest of six children, four brothers and one sister, born to William 

Joseph and Agnes (Geary) Dorahy.  

 

Greg grew up not really knowing his father (who died when he was one year old) but 

with four older brothers and a sister, he did all right. He finished school around the 

age of 14 years and became a butcher like his brothers. The family moved to 

Wollongong soon after their mother died. They all shared a house together and the 

family got along very well. The brothers and sister tormented each other a lot. They 

started a business, which was named Dorahy Bros. There were slaughter yards and 

several butcher shops.  

 

Greg had a great life, being involved in the church and playing tennis; he was elected 

the president of the Wollongong Tennis Association for thirty years and was very 

pleased to be involved with the association.  

 

When he was twenty five years old, Greg met Ann O’Neill. They went out for about 

three months and got engaged. Three months later, on 25 October 1952, Greg and 

Ann were married at St Patrick’s, Port Kembla. They had four children: Cathryn, 

Paul, Joanne and Mary. As the children grew up they had many enjoyable times on 

their travels and events with their parents. Greg and Ann were happily married for 

over fifty years until Greg was diagnosed with leukaemia in 2002 and died 27 March 

2003. Greg is very much missed by his children and grandchildren.  
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1.4.4.2     George Francis Dorahy (1893-1951) 

Submitted by Michael Dorahy, great-nephew  

George Francis Dorahy, born 1893 in Glebe, was the second of three sons of Michael 

Joseph Dorahy and Eva Matilda (Gallie). He joined the army in 1915 and served in 

France.  

 

In 1919 George married Ruby Schliessmann. They had 3 children: Patricia (1920), 

Michael George (1922) and Isabella (1924). In about 1927 they moved to a new 

cottage that his father Mick Dorahy had built next to his house at 35 Austenham Road 

(now Lilyfield Road), Leichhardt. It was a nice little home according to daughter 

Isabella and they were comfortable and middle class, even having a piano and a 

fridge, which not many people had because of the Depression. 

 

George was a butcher and had a shop in the main street of 

Balmain. He and Ruby were keen on tennis and the pictures 

and solo or bridge. They also went to the beach quite a bit. 

One treat for the family was to go down to Parramatta Road in 

a tram on a Saturday as there were lots of shops including 

Coles. According to his niece Marie, George was a quieter 

man than his brother John who was quite eloquent. 

 

After his brother William died in 1929 leaving a wife and six 

children in poverty, George was generous to them and made 

sure they had presents for Christmas and birthdays. He bought 

his nephew Vince a scooter because he knew how much Vince 

enjoyed riding on his cousin’s scooter. 

 

George also gave Vince a job in his butcher shop in Balmain in March 1930. At this 

stage Vince had dropped out of school at age 12 and was a bit of a no-hoper. This got 

Vince started in a long and successful butchering career. Vince recalled several 

incidents from that time. One related to a flat top meat wagon which was unloading 

meat for the shop. As a practical joke on the driver, George said to young Vince ‘Go 

to the fruit shop and get a spud and shove it up the exhaust pipe of the truck’. George 

thought the potato would stop the truck from starting when the carter wanted to go. 

He turned the truck away from the kerb and when it started ‘the spud went and broke 

the shop window’! 

 

George had three shops at Balmain at one time. However, before the end of the war he 

sold his butcher shop and bought a mixed business at Dulwich Hill. So the family 

moved out of the nice house to a very ordinary residence over the shop. Then in 1947 

George sold the mixed business and, with Ruby, moved to a flat at Drummoyne. 

 

George died in a Private Hospital in Lilyfield on 19 April 1951. Isabella recalls that it 

took a lot out of Ruby, as she was left with a butcher shop at Petersham, which she 

finally sold. Ruby survived for many years until November 1989. 
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1.4.4.2.1     Patricia Mary Goldburg, née Dorahy (1920-2006) 

Submitted by Lesley Goldburg, daughter 

Patricia Mary (Pat) was the first born child of George Dorahy and Ruby 

Schliessmann. She was born in Sydney on 12 November 1920. Pat had one brother, 

Michael, and one sister, Isobel (Isabella). 

 

Pat met Keith Goldburg (from Gympie, Queensland) during the war as he was a 

friend of her brother Mick. Both Keith and Mick were in the Air Force together.  

 

Pat and Keith married on 7 April 1943 in Sydney and after the war left for 

Queensland. The Goldburgs had five children: Geraldine, Lesley, Joanne, Patrice and 

John (deceased). 

 

Keith was a school teacher and they lived in Gympie, Ayr, Kenilworth and 

Chatsworth and back to Gympie where they remained, happily in retirement with their 

beloved family, garden and dog. 

 

Pat was a champion sportswoman winning numerous tennis titles, both in north and 

south-east Queensland, and in later years excelled in golf and ten pin bowling. 

 

Gardening was something both Pat and Keith loved with a passion, culminating in 

winning one section of the Gympie garden show competition, much to their delight.  

 

Sadly Pat passed away on 18 August 2006 and is dearly loved and missed by her 

family. Keith, just recently, celebrated his 90
th

 birthday with family and friends and 

since then has reluctantly agreed to living in Aged Care in Gympie. 
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1.4.4.2.3     Isabella Marie Luff, née Dorahy (1924 -  

Prepared by Michael Dorahy and Sue Sweeny from notes written by Isabella in 1993. 

Isabella Marie Dorahy was born in 1924, the youngest child of George Dorahy and 

Ruby (Schliessmann). When Isabella was about four her family moved to a cottage in 

Austenham Road, Leichhardt which was to be her home until after the war. She 

recalls that they were very comfortable. Luckily her father had a butcher shop in 

Balmain; they always had food – a lot of people didn’t. 

 

She started school at St Columba’s Leichhardt and was always on the go - acrobatics, 

running, tumbling. Then Isabella went to Domremy and started tennis lessons. She 

loved tennis. They had to play in stockings, dresses to the knees and sleeves! The next 

thing Isabella knew she had won the Under 13 NSW Catholic Schools Singles at 

White City. She went on to win U/15 and U/17 events. Her junior career finished 

when she was 17 because of the war. 

 

Isabella’s parents were keen on tennis, the ‘pictures’ and the beach. So they were 

lucky kids. Their treat was to go down to Parramatta Road in a tram on a Saturday as 

there were lots of shops. Ruby was a good housekeeper and cook so Isabella didn’t 

learn what to do – much to her dismay once she was married. 

 

After she passed the Intermediate Certificate, Isabella went to Charters Business 

College in the city and eventually went into the Valuer Generals’ Department typing 

valuations. Slazenger asked her to go to Cowra to play in a tennis tournament and 

there she met Kevin Luff from Gobarralong. She played against him and then he saw 

her at Mass. A tennis player and a Catholic! He joined the Army and her Mum and 

Dad liked him very much. They were married at St Mary’s Cathedral on 15 April 

1944.  

 

By the time Kevin got home from the war George had 

sold his butcher shop and bought a mixed business. Soon 

she was expecting twins and very sick. After the birth 

Kevin had a prescription for the new wonder drug – 

penicillin. It worked and soon she was home with twin 

girls Anne and Margaret. 

 

After Christmas in 1947 George had sold the mixed 

business and moved, so Isabella and Kevin went to 

Gobarralong for a holiday. Soon Kevin and his brother 

leased property from Grand-dad Luff and they moved to 

‘The Wells’. Here she was with twins and from the city 

and not at all domesticated! But she learnt in a hurry.  

 

They were a happy family and worked hard. By 1955 they had six children: five girls 

(including two sets of twins) and one boy. They lived on the property ‘Bona Vista’ for 

many years. Kevin died in 1983 and Isabella currently resides in a nursing home in 

Young. She has 15 grandchildren and 5 great-grandsons. 
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1.4.4.3     John Dorahy (1899-1976) 

Submitted by Jacqueline Brook, Christine Dorahy & John Williams, grandchildren 

John Dorahy, known as Jack, was born in Sydney on 4 March 1899, the youngest of 

the three sons of Michael Dorahy and Eva née Gallie.  

 

He married Vera Jackson in 1922 in the 

Petersham Baptist Church. They had two children: 

Peggy 1924 and John 1926.  

 

Jack trained as an accountant and had his own 

business but lost it in the Depression. His father 

Mick then set him up in a butcher shop around the 

Botany area. That failed too, as he continued to 

supply his customers with meat, even when they 

had no money during the Depression. From then 

on he worked as a butcher for others, including at 

Homebush Abattoirs, Hurstville and Rockdale.  

 

Following in his father’s footsteps, Jack became a 

judge for NSW Trotting at Harold Park, from 

1949. He was dismissed from this position in 

1952, together with his assistant, for ‘negligently’ 

placing the wrong horse in third place. The 

Trotting Club Committee stressed that there was no dishonesty involved. [Sydney 

Morning Herald 29 Nov 1952]. One year later Jack was reinstated as an assistant 

judge.  

 

For a number of years Jack drove a Jaguar. He loved that car, but used to say you had 

to own two Jaguars - a spare in the garage for when the other would break down. One 

story has it that he was travelling in his Jaguar to judge a trots meeting when he was 

pulled over by a policeman, for speeding. He told the policeman that he was a Judge 

(not mentioning anything to do with the ‘Trots’). The policeman very politely told 

him to go on his way! 

 

The grandchildren remember Christmases in Jack and Vera’s home at Bexley where 

the whole family would gather for a traditional Christmas dinner. The pudding was 

always stuffed with threepences and sixpences and there was a competition to see 

who would find the most money.  The four grandkids had to wait until after this long 

meal to open their part of the many presents spread under the tree. Jack is 

remembered as a large man, always smiling and happy.  

 

Jack and Vera also played tennis; they were A Grade competition players. He later 

became an avid golfer and lawn bowler. Jack suffered a heart attack on the bowling 

green at Bexley and died there, aged 77, in 1976. 
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1.4.4.3.1     Peggy Catherine Williams, née Dorahy (1924- 

Submitted by John Williams, son 

Peggy Catherine Dorahy was born in 1924, the daughter of John (Jack) Dorahy and 

Vera Catherine (née Jackson). Born the daughter of a ‘mixed marriage’, Peggy was 

taken by each of her grandmothers to be baptised in the ‘proper’ church. Thus she is a 

baptised Catholic, and a baptised Anglican. 

 

Leaving school, Peggy got a job with the General Post Office (GPO) as a telephonist. 

She kept this job through World War II, and until she married. 

 

Peggy played tennis, continuing the family tradition. It 

was here that she met her husband, Arthur Francis 

Rushworth Williams. They married 24 September 1949 

and honeymooned in Port Macquarie. When they met, 

Arthur owned a car, but this was sold to buy a block of 

land at Gymea. With the help of their parents, Peggy and 

Arthur built their home on this land. Arthur continues to 

live there today. 

 

As a newlywed, Peggy had to learn to make do. Instead 

of her father bringing home choice cuts of meat, Peggy 

had to learn to make do with cheaper meat. She tasted 

rissoles for the first time. Two children were born, John 

Arthur (1953) and Peter Francis (1955) to complete the 

family where the dog, Sailor, was already in residence. 

 

Peggy and Arthur played competition tennis every weekend. Peggy also played a 

midweek ladies competition. In the mid 1960s Peggy went back to work, at the 

Sydney Morning Herald, taking classified ads. She was efficient at this and was given 

a stable of regular clients. When computers were introduced, Peggy adapted very 

quickly. By the time she retired, her main role was training new staff. 

 

At home Peggy’s garden was a source of pride. Her flowers were always beautiful. In 

the 1970s Margot Vaughan moved into the neighbourhood and became a friend. A 

known floral artist, Margot would prowl Peggy’s garden for the perfect bloom for her 

next painting. Peggy began to grow a wider variety of plants to help Margot. 

 

Peggy’s house was never quiet. The neighbourhood was full of boys, all of whom 

seemed to gravitate towards her house. Adults, too, loved to come. Peggy and Arthur 

hosted many barbecues and parties. Family gatherings, too, were common. 

 

Peggy welcomed her sons’ partners into her family, and delighted in her 

grandchildren, Alisa, Dane and Michelle. 

 

In the last decade Peggy has developed dementia. She was forced to move to a 

nursing home after a number of falls. She still smiles when she sees Arthur, who visits 

every day and, while she cannot maintain any form of conversation, she reaches for 

Arthur’s hand without thinking.  



158 

 

1.4.4.3.2     John Joseph Dorahy (1926-  

Submitted by Christine June Dorahy, daughter  

John Joseph Dorahy was born in 1926 in Sydney, the son of John and Vera Katherine 

(Jackson) Dorahy. His paternal grandparents were Michael and Eva Dorahy. John, 

known as Jack, had an older sister, Peggy.  Jack and Peggy grew up in East Sydney 

and then the family moved to Hurstville where he attended Hurstville High School. 

He was an Electrical Engineer.  

 

Jack married June Corinne Johnson on 13 June 1953 in Sydney. Their mothers played 

tennis together and arranged their meeting.  

 

Jack and June had a very happy marriage. 

They moved to Como where they built a 

house overlooking the Georges River. 

There, as well as working full time in his 

field, he worked part time as an Electrical 

Contractor. They had two daughters: 

Christine June and Jacqueline Peggy.  

 

They also played tennis and were always 

active. Jack and June did most things 

together. He was an extraordinary husband 

to his wife and she was also devoted to him. 

They cruised around the Globe over 40 

times as well as flying to different places 

including Canada, Fiji, Europe, NZ and USA … jet-setters! 

 

Jack loved fishing and was a member of the Deep Sea Fishing Club in the Sutherland 

Shire. He also had a very good tenor singing voice. June would play piano - old time 

songs - and all the family would singalong. 

 

Jack also bred and showed budgerigars for quite a few years and at one time he had 

accumulated over 400. During a gale, the roof blew off the aviary and more than 200 

escaped – however, typically, he rounded up nearly 200 of them. He won many prizes 

and awards.  

 

He loves nature and animals. Christine and Jacquie were brought up learning much 

about nature and the animal kingdom. The family always owned a dog - usually a red 

kelpie. He is now devoted to his 11 year old red kelpie, Sally.  

 

June, Jack’s wife, died on 16 October 2008, after 55 years of marriage. Jack now lives 

in Port Macquarie, after retiring from a management position at Toshiba in Sydney 

around 1990. He has four granddaughters: Breohny, Chloe, Joellen and Genevieve, 

two great-granddaughters: Izabella and Aurora, and one great-grandson: Elijah.  
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1.4.5     Hugh Dorahy (1866-1910) 

Researched by Helen Patterson; photo supplied by Peter Benson 

Hugh Dorahy was born at Greendale on 17 May 1866, the fifth of the ten children of 

William and Julia (Coffey) Dorahy. His parents and family lived in Greendale and 

Luddenham before moving to inner Sydney in the 1870s.  

 

In 1891, in Sydney, Hugh Dorahy married Bridget Mary Vaughan, a daughter of 

Thomas and Margaret Vaughan. They had five children: William Francis 1892, 

Margaret 1893-1895, Thomas Joseph 1895, Vincent Hugh 1898 and Mary Agnes 

1899. They mainly lived in Newtown. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, in 1906, Hugh’s wife Bridget died from complications of childbirth, leaving 

him with a young family to raise - little Mary was only seven years old. In 1909 Hugh 

was given permission to marry Margaret Vaughan, his widow’s younger sister, and 

she helped raise the children.  

 

Hugh Dorahy died after only a year of his second marriage. He died at Newtown on 

31 December 1910, aged 44, and was buried at Rookwood Cemetery. Margaret 

(Vaughan) Dorahy died in 1927.  

 

  

Hugh and Bridget Dorahy and family 
 

Hugh, Mary, William (standing), Vincent (seated), Bridget, Thomas 

 



160 

 

1.4.5.4     Vincent Hugh Dorahy (1898-1940) 

Submitted by Marie Yvonne Hatton, daughter 

Vincent Hugh was born on 4 January 1898, the fourth child and third son of Hugh and 

Bridget (Vaughan) Dorahy. The three boys in the family were schooled at the 

Christian Brothers in Newtown. Vincent’s mother, Bridget Dorahy, died in 1906 and 

Hugh married her sister Margaret Vaughan. Hugh Dorahy died in 1910.  

 

When Vince was old enough he worked in the Newtown Post Office, where they gave 

him a box to stand on when he was serving at the counter. The counters in those days 

were very wide, Vince being on the short side, had trouble reaching across. 

Eventually he joined the new telephone department and went to training school at the 

Sydenham workshop. When he graduated he worked in the test room at the GPO until 

he moved to the new City North automatic exchange when it was built. It was situated 

down a lane behind the large office block on the corner of Martin Place and 

Castlereagh Street. There were great views from its roof all over Sydney for a few 

years. When the PMG began changing manual exchanges to automatic, Vince 

transferred to the Traffic Branch which organised automatic exchanges at various 

locations. Here he had more direct contact with the customers. He also had the use of 

a car and a driver as he never held a driving licence. 

 

Vince visited Freshwater Beach, near Manly, most weekends. His Uncle Tom 

Vaughan owned one of the ‘camps’ as they were called. There he met Alice May 

Judkins, the love of his life. Alice was visiting Freshwater with her cousins. Vince 

and Alice were married on Easter Saturday, 16 April 1927 at St Brigid’s Church, 

Coogee. Their three surviving daughters were: Marie Yvonne 1928, Jeanette Marjorie 

1932 and Edna May 1936. 

 

When Marie was about four years old, Vince would take the family to the football at 

Belmore Oval when it was on there. The baby would be put in the pram and they had 

to walk from their home in Earlwood all the way to Belmore and back again as there 

were no buses running that way at the time. Vince enjoyed his sport - he played 

football and cricket. He would go to the Sydney Cricket Ground to watch NSW and 

Australia and to watch Newtown play football. Later he played golf with the Postal 

Institute at various courses. 

 

Vince spent the last three months of his life in Prince Alfred Hospital. They were 

treating him for rheumatic fever, confining him to bed. It was discovered that he had 

an enlarged heart and consequently he died from pneumonia on 23 June 1940 – he 

was 42 years old. He left Alice aged 39 a widow with three young daughters. The 

family continued to live at Leonora Street Earlwood with Mary Agnes Dorahy, 

Vince’s sister. Alice May Dorahy passed away on 2 July 1986 aged 85. Vincent and 

Alice are survived by their three daughters Marie, Jeanette and Edna, 12 

grandchildren, great- grandchildren and great-great grandchildren. 
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1.4.5.5     Mary Agnes Brown, née Dorahy (1899-1998) 

Submitted by Edna Dorahy Byrne, niece 

Mary Agnes Dorahy was born 13 October 1899, the youngest of the five children of 

Hugh and Bridget (Vaughan) Dorahy. She was brought up in Rose Street, Darlington. 

Her mother, Bridget, died when Mary was quite young. Hugh needed help to rear the 

young family and applied to the Catholic Church to marry his sister-in-law Margaret 

Vaughan. Permission was duly given and ‘Aunty Mag’ became Hugh’s second wife. 

 

Mary was educated at Golden Grove Catholic School, run by the Parramatta Mercy 

Nuns. She went on to do Business Studies at St Benedict’s in Broadway. She excelled 

in the use of the new office machine, the comptometer. She obtained a position in the 

shipping department of Sargood Gardners in York Street, Sydney, costing goods and 

arranging for clearances through Customs etc. During the Second World War, Mary 

became the head of that department and went on to work there until she was 60 years 

old. 

 

After Hugh died Mary and her Aunty Mag bought a house in Leonora Street, 

Earlwood, where Mary went onto to become a stalwart of the Parish of Our Lady of 

Lourdes, Earlwood. She ran the Saturday and Thursday night Housie games until she 

was well into her sixties – dealing with the appropriate authorities and organising the 

sellers and caterers. The yearly Parish Ball was also organised by Mary – the 

debutantes’ training, the booking of tables, printing of tickets etc.  

 

During this time Mary also acted as a secretary to the Parish Priest Monsignor 

William Clarke, and helped with the organisation of CUSA at Cusa House Elizabeth 

Street, Sydney.  

 

For most of these years her sister-in-law Alice Judkins Dorahy (Vincent Hugh’s 

widow), and three daughters, Marie, Jeanette and Edna, lived with Mary so she was 

mostly relieved from household chores which enabled her to give this time as a 

volunteer. Every Sunday Mary would catch up with relatives, travelling by bus, tram 

and train to places as far away as Collaroy and 

Maroubra.   

 

This less than five-foot dynamo achieved so much in 

her life time. At the age of 60 she married James 

Brown, a widower with a large grown family and a 

twelve year old daughter, Vivian, whom she reared 

until she married.  

 

Mary Dorahy Brown lived to the age of 98, spending 

the last few years in St Mary’s Nursing Home, 

Concord. She died in 1998.  
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1.4.8.1     Myrtle Julia McCarthy, née Dorahy (1900-1969) 

Submitted by Bernadette Flynn, daughter-in-law of Mavis (McCarthy) Flynn 

Myrtle Julia Dorahy was born in Sydney in 1900, the eldest of three daughters of 

James Benedict Dorahy and Clara Caroline Carruthers (who had married in New 

Zealand in 1898). Her younger sisters were Emily Doris Mary (1902–1978) and 

Mavis (1906–1930). All three girls worked in the tea rooms which Clara ran at Surry 

Hills and Rose Bay after Clara and James separated. Later Myrtle and Doris both 

worked in the city, Myrtle at David Jones and Doris, for most of her life, at Snows in 

Liverpool Street. Doris never married. Mavis unfortunately died from TB when she 

was 24. 

 

 
 

 

Myrtle left work to marry Frank Patrick McCarthy on 24 November 1928 at Coogee. 

They had three children: Marie Frances (1929), Mavis Eileen (1932) and Peter 

Francis (1935). 

 

In 1935 Frank and Myrtle built a new home on the sand hills in Bondi. In 1939 Frank 

was diagnosed as having TB and was sent to Waterfall to prepare to die. Myrtle and 

her three children had to find a way to carry on, so took charge of a newsagency at 

Brookvale. She successfully ran the agency during the war years. Frank came home as 

an invalid at the end of 1942, the year Myrtle had a stroke, and Clara and Doris 

helped in the newsagency for about a year. In 1947 Myrtle sold the agency and the 

whole family returned to the house in Bondi. 

 

Frank eventually died in 1964. Myrtle passed away five years later on the 10 June 

1969 at Bondi. She is buried with Frank in the Roman Catholic Lawn Cemetery at 

Rookwood. 
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1.4.8.1     Marie Frances Wiley, née McCarthy (1929-2007) 
1.4.8.2     Mavis Eileen Flynn, née McCarthy (1932- 
1.4.8.3     Peter Francis McCarthy (1935- 
 
Submitted by Bernadette Flynn, daughter-in-law of Mavis Flynn 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie, Mavis and Peter McCarthy were the three children born to Myrtle and Frank 

McCarthy. They spent their early years in Bondi but moved to Brookvale with their 

mother while their father was hospitalised with TB. The family returned to Bondi in 

1947. 

 

 

 

Marie Frances Wiley (née McCarthy) was born in 1929, the eldest child of Myrtle 

and Frank McCarthy. Marie first worked in an office in the city then married Bob 

Wiley. 

 

Marie and Bob Wiley had five children: Michael, Janice, Colin, Gregory and Carol. 

When Marie was having her fifth child she went to Sydney University, obtained her 

degree and teaching certificate and started teaching English and History at high 

McCarthy family: 
 

Marie, Peter and Mavis McCarthy 
 with their parents Myrtle (Dorahy) and Frank McCarthy 
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schools. Her husband Bob was an electrician and when 

Marie’s mother Myrtle needed help at Bondi they sold their 

home at Allambie Heights, extended and renovated Myrtle’s 

house and all seven of them moved in to look after Myrtle 

until her death. Myrtle’s house is still within the family after 

daughter Carol and her husband Peter moved back home to 

care for Marie and Bob in their final years. Marie died in 

2007.  

 

 

 

 

Mavis Eileen Flynn (née McCarthy) was born in 1932. 

Mavis went to teacher’s college in Sydney. She served out 

her bond for the three years then travelled overseas with 

three friends, working in London and hitchhiking all over 

Europe and the British Isles.  

 

Mavis married Tom Flynn. They bought a home in Rose 

Bay and had four sons: Tom, Luke, Chris and John. Tom 

died when the children were young; the youngest boy John 

was only thirteen. Mavis then raised the boys alone. The 

boys went to Waverley College and then University of 

NSW where they all obtained degrees - Mavis was very 

proud of their achievements. Now all are happily married. 

Tom, Luke and Chris have provided Mavis with seven 

grandchildren: Melissa, Vanessa and Tom; Hayden and 

Alice; and Lachlan and Matthew. 

 

 

 

 

Peter Francis McCarthy was born in 1935, the youngest of the three children of 

Myrtle and Frank McCarthy. Peter went to University of Sydney and studied Arts and 

then Law. He met Eileen McKinnon and they married in 1960. He became a 

bookmaker. They had eight children: Mark, Michael, Madeline, Anne, Louise, Danny, 

Caroline and Suzanne. Peter moved into insurance and now has just retired from 

running his own Financial Services Company. All the children have married and 

between them have given Peter and Eileen 18 grandchildren. In 2011 Peter and Eileen 

had their first great-grandchild. 
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1.8.4     William Patrick Anschau (1872-1941) 

Submitted by Marie Turvey, granddaughter 

William Patrick Anschau was born 2 August 1872 at Luddenham, the third surviving 

son of Ludwig/Joseph and Bridget (Dorahy) Anschau. William married Sophia 

Hawkins 17 March 1905 at St Mary’s Catholic Church, St Marys. William was living 

at St Marys and Sophia at Plumpton at the time of their marriage. 

 

The social column of The Sydney Morning Herald of 1 April 1905 reported: 

 
A wedding was celebrated at the Roman Catholic Church at St. Mary’s on 

Friday March 17, when Miss Sophia Hawkins, younger daughter of Captain J E 

Hawkins of ‘St. Leonards’ of Plumpton was married to William Anschau of St. 

Mary’s. The ceremony was performed by Rev. Father Barlow. The bride was 

dressed in ivory white silk and a tulle veil and a wreath of orange blossoms. 

She also wore a diamond ring and carried an ivory-bound prayer book, gifts of 

the bridegroom. Miss May Hawkins, sister of the bride, acted as bridesmaid, 

and wore a soft white silk frock and black and white picture hat. Her bouquet 

of pink roses and gold pendant were gifts from the bridegroom. Mr. J. Anschau 

acted as best man. 

 

After the ceremony the wedding breakfast was served at the residence of the 

bride. The presents were numerous and costly. The bride’s travelling dress was 

blue voile and a hat to match. 

 

William worked as a tanner at Anschau Brothers Tannery while building the family 

home on land purchased at Plumpton. William and Sophia lived at Plumpton where 

their six children (Joseph, Mary, Sophia, Beatrice, Veronica and Josephine) were born 

and went to school. 1924 saw William and family move to the Raymond Terrace area 

where he was to set up a dairy farm. Unfortunate complications with the deal led 

William and Sophia with their five daughters to return to the city and the Anschau 

tannery businesses after only 12 months. Their eldest child and only son, Joseph, 

stayed at Raymond Terrace as he was working and eventually he married there in 

1927.  

 

William moved a number of times in the years 

between 1925 and 1935, moving from country 

back to the city until, in 1935, he and Sophia and 

their youngest daughter, Josephine Maud, moved 

to a dairy farm on the south coast at Cobargo. 

Sadly William became very ill after only being 

there a few years and was taken to Sydney where 

he died on 23 December 1941. 
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1.8.9     Vincent Daniel Anschau (1880-1964) 

Submitted by Carol Baker, granddaughter 

Vincent Daniel Anschau was born at ‘Ferndale’ Luddenham on 21 December 1880, 

the ninth child of Bridget née Dorahy and Ludwig Anschau. He often talked of 

Luddenham and his growing up on the vineyard planted with cuttings bought from 

Germany. 

 

On 14 October 1914 Vincent married Grace Mary Thompson at St Patrick’s Church 

Parramatta. After their marriage they settled in Hassall Street Parramatta. The house 

was on a five acre property which was part of the Elizabeth Farm Estate. Vincent and 

Grace had five children: Gwendoline, Keith, Margaret, Kathleen and Joan. 

 

Vince had a factory at the rear of the property where he manufactured Blucher Boots 

in the family tradition and he still had shares in L J Anschau & Sons tannery 

businesses. Grace, who had been a schoolteacher, stayed at home and minded the 

children. She had a woman to help her and a Chinese gardener, however she always 

missed teaching. 

 

When the L J Anschau & Sons business collapsed after the Depression, Vince and his 

six brothers all had their names on the family register. Vince tried to buy his share out 

but this was impossible. Consequently the business was sold up for 2/6 in the pound 

and Vince lost everything. 

 

The Hassall Street property was sold up and he and Grace bought a house at Miller 

Street Merrylands, right behind the main street shops. Vince carried on a small boot 

factory at the back of the house. He continued making Blucher Boots which were of 

very good quality.  

 

Vince had a dry sense of humour and was a 

hard worker. He loved music, particularly 

when performed by his daughters. He was 

very proud of his family and loved his 

grandchildren. An upset teenager when 

down in spirits would be told ‘come on up 

the street and I’ll buy you an ice cream that 

will make you feel better’ and surprisingly 

it did. He always had time to talk but hated 

unnecessary noise like a banging door or a 

loud yell which would bring his wrath on the offender. He was a great storyteller and 

he was scrupulously honest.  

 

Vince continued making his boots in his beloved factory until his death, from 

pancreatic cancer, in 1964. He was always in love with Grace - when the family 

gathered around his bed when he was dying he said ‘What are you doing here? I’m 

not going yet, I have to look after Gracie’. Vince and Grace are both buried in the 

cemetery at St Marys. Grace died in 1968 aged 82 years. 
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1.8.9.1     Gwendoline Mary Hope, née Anschau (1915-2005) 

Submitted by Carol Baker, daughter 

Gwendoline Mary, known as Gwen, was born in Parramatta on 3 August 1915, the 

eldest of the five children of Vincent and Grace (Thompson) Anschau. She attended 

school at Parramatta and was a boarder at Moss Vale. 

 

Gwen faced a sometimes difficult racist period after the First World War because of 

her German ancestry. She worked at Hammill’s Grocery Store on leaving school and 

was then employed doing the books at Catt & Goldsmith’s Timber Mill prior to her 

marriage to Thomas Boyce Hope in 1936. 

 

Their first home was in Merriwagga where Tom had a bakery. While here their son 

Reginald Thomas was born at Hillston in 1937. They then moved to Giralambone 

where their daughter Helen was born at Nyngan in 1938. Caroline was born in 1940 at 

Ebor when they had a bakery at Tyringham and Louise was born at Maclean in 1943 

when they lived at Yamba.  

 

In 1949 Gwen, Tom and 

family moved to 

Westmead where they 

lived happily. There was 

always lots of laughter in 

the house, family parties 

and singing round the 

pianola. 

 

Gwen was a very pretty, 

intelligent lady with a 

wonderful sense of 

humour and a great faith 

which was to hold her in good stead. Tom having heart problems was always a 

concern. 

 

Sorrow struck Gwen and Tom in 1956 when their son Reg was washed off the rocks 

and drowned while fishing, aged 18 years. His body was found six weeks later - it was 

a dreadful time for the family. Daughter Louise died of a brain tumour in 1965, aged 

21, and then Tom died of a heart attack at work in 1966, aged 56. Gwen always said if 

it had not been for her faith she could not have carried on. 

 

Gwen sold the family home and moved to Wentworthville. She was very lonely and 

two years later married Philip Smith. They lived at Rydalmere, then Epping, until Phil 

died in 1982. She then moved to Young where her daughter Carol and family lived. 

She lived there until dying of breast cancer on 23 April 2005. She never lost her 

intelligence or sense of humour. She was aged 89. Gwen is buried in St Marys 

Cemetery with Tom, Louise and Reg, next to her parents Grace and Vincent Anschau. 

  

Hope family: Helen, Gwen, Carol, Tom, Louise, Reg 
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May love and laughter light your days, and warm your heart and home. 
May good and faithful friends be yours, wherever you may roam. 
May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long endures. 
May all life's passing seasons bring the best to you and yours! 
 

An old Irish Blessing 
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Flynn, Kathleen Mary 102 
Flynn, Mavis Eileen 163 
Flynn, Patricia 103 
Goldburg, Patricia Mary  154 
Granger, Catherine Mary 137 
Hope, Gwendoline Mary 167 
Jones, Joy Isabel 97 
Luff, Isabella Marie 155 
Lydon, Edna 132 
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McCarthy, Marie Frances 163 
McCarthy, Mavis Eileen 163 
McCarthy, Myrtle Julia 162 
McCarthy, Peter Francis 163 
Nies, Annie Mary 93 
O’Brien, Mary 135 
Price, Gertrude Bridget 96 
Price, Joy Isabel 97 
Price, Nita Mary 98 
Price, Ronald Sydney 99 
Re, Valerie Margaret  122 
Redwin, Margaret Dagmar 121 
Redwin, Ronald James 123 
Redwin, Valerie Margaret 122 
Roberts, Nita Mary 98 
Salter, Patricia 103 
Taylor, Mary  139 
Wiley, Marie Frances 163 
Williams, Peggy Catherine  157 
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